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WE HAVE AMAZING DEALS 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON. 


LG Rumour™ 
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NX 


We're not called.’so-low” for nothing. 


BlackBerry® Pearl” 8130 smartphone 


~ Samsung Cleo™ 


Plans as low as $15 amonth « No System Access Fee’ » No Connection Charge’ 
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Available at the following 
Solo Mobile kiosks: 


CALGARY 

Market Mall 
Marlborough Mall 
Sunridge Mall 


EDMONTON 

Bonnie Doon 

Edmonton City Centre East 
Southgate Centre 

West Edmonton Mall 


Available at the 
following Bell stores: 


509 2nd St. SW 

1002 17th Ave. SW 

9650 Harvest Hills Blvd. NE 
Beacon Hill Centre 
Calgary Eaton Centre 
Chinook Centre 


Crowfoot Crossing 

Deerfoot Meadows 

Deerfoot Outlet Mall (kiosk) 
Market Mail 

Marlborough Mall (kiosk) 
North Hill Shopping Centre (kiosk) 
Northland Village 

Shawnessy Village 
Southcentre Mall 

Southcentre Mall (kiosk) 
Southpointe Shopping Centre 


Sunridge Mall 
Westbrook Mall (kiosk) 


CANMORE 
105 - 802 Bow Valley Trail 


EDMONTON 

3918 White Mud at 17th St. 
6143 28th Ave. 

9774 170th St. 

10157 - 101 St. 

12804 82nd St. 

14808 Stony Plain Rd. 
18563 Stony Plain Rd. 
Bonnie Doon , 
Edmonton City Centre 
Edmonton City Centre (kiosk) 


Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 

Mill Woods Town Centre 
Northgate Centre (kiosk) 
Sherwood Park Mall 

South Edmonton Common 
South Park Centre 
Southgate Mall (kiosk) 

St. Albert Centre 


St. Albert Trail at 137th Ave. 


West Edmonton Mall 
Westmount Centre 
Whyte Avenue at 107th St. 


EDSON 
330 4Sth St. 


FORT MCMURRAY 
19 Riedel St. 

Peter Pond 
Shopping Centre 


GRANDE PRAIRIE 
Prairie Mall 


LEDUC 
4916 SOth Ave. 


LETHBRIDGE 
SmartCentres Lethbridge 
Park Place 


LLOYDMINSTER 
Uoyd Mall 
MEDICINE HAT 


Carry Drive Plaza 
Medicine Hat Mall (kiosk) 


RED DEER 
Bower Place 
Shopping Centre 
Parkland Mall 


SPRUCE GROVE 
Creekside Centre 


WHITECOURT 
3301 37th Ave. 


Also available at: 


CosTco 


sbooth 


WIRELESS ef... 
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Available with compatible devices within Solo Mobile network coverage areas. Subject to change without notice; not combinable with other offers. Upon early termination, price adjustment charges apply. Taxes extra. Other conditions apply. [1] With new activation. 
BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion®, Surelype®, SurePress™ and related trademarks, names and logos are the property of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used In the U.S, and countries around the world. Solo and Solo Mobile are 


trademarks of Bell Mobility Inc. 
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Cigarettes are highly addictive. 


La cigarette crée une tres 
forte dépendance. 
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NEW PLANS FROM fi ad O iat 


Giving low prices a good home. 
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PER MONTH’ 





PLUS 
» Phones at $0° 


AND 
> NO Activation Fee’ 

» NO System Access Fees 
»NO Tab 

















1. No System Access Fees 





THE NEW 2. Free text alerts for budget control SHOP FIDO.CA 
OWNER’S 3. No term contract necessary Drop by a store 
GUARANTEE 4. We give back with FidoDollars” every time Call 1-866-301-3436 


you use your phone 
IF YOU SHARE OUR CONCERN FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, PLEASE USE ONLINE BILLING. VISIT FIDO. CALLING, 


onth istance and roaming and any additional options selected and applicable taxes are extra and are also billed sa 
oe EONS Late Webetor bakebiounaDecerber ST, iy plan, long-dstan  raich Toe wil appear as credit on your first invoice. Offers and pricing subject to change without prior wyase — 
Fido Solutions Inc, © 2008 Fido Solutions Inc. 
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thursday friday saturday 
‘ pecemperlé DECEMBERI9 DECEMBERZO 
MUSIC | SICK CITY This burlesque | SEXMAS exhibit | ARTOF THE 
Manitoban quintet is in the Edmonton's own Capital City BRICK Most of us outgrew 
Hot Business of pedaling Burlesque frolics into The playing with Lego years ago 
Nightlife on the road. Yes, Starlite Room and schools us in Nathan Sawaya did not. You 
their tour is a roaming late- | the art of the tease. 9 p.m. Can see Nathan's playtime 
night party, but Nightlife is achievements at the Telus 
also the name of their latest World of Science. Just watch 
album. Pawn Shop, 8:30 p.m. your step — there's more 
| | _ than twomillion Lego blocks 
Sick City, Pawn Shop, Dec.18 ey, } kicking around. 
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MUSIC | WEDNESDAY | MUSIC | ILLFIT OUTFIT FMUSIC | MIKE ROSTE Is christmas | christmas | TURKEY comedy | DERICK reading | ACHILD's 
NIGHT HEROES Yeah, | “Making prose in every area itjust us, or does this web CHRISTMAS EVE Since DINNER Since we're LENGWENUS Though we CHRISTMAS IN WALES 
yeah, we know what you're code” is just one of this local bio sound like a personal ad? we can't stand our in-laws, spending Christmas Eve at don't endorse his decision The touching tale of an 
thinking: “If they're called } band’s accomplishments. “[Mike Roste is] a sodable we've decided to crash your place, we figured you to move from Montreal to alcoholic Welsh poet who is 
Wednesday Night Heroes, Come to think of it, that’s and friendly guy who loves your house for Christmas wouldn't mind If we stayed Chicago, we do endorse his gradually worked to death 
why are they playing ona | _ theonly one we know of, but tomake friends and connect this year. Please send your for Christmas dinner as well. comedy. Come on, Derick! by his greedy assistants. Oh, 
Sunday?” We're stumped they're still a hot ticket in our with people.” Brixx Bar and | fame and home address We'll bring the nog. What the hell were you wait — that's the story of 
too. New City, 9 p.m. books. New City. Grill, 9 p.m. | to info@see.greatwest.ca. thinking? Comic Strip. Dylan Thomas, the author 
Your co-operation is greatly of this family-friendly story. 
] appreciated. Rutherford House, 11 a.m. 
«a . aa Ne = ‘ 
( pecemBerzB =| { DecemBeRz9 pecemBer30 =) { DECEMBERSI JANUARYI 
concert | OPUS 29 I'll MUSIC | FUNKAFEELYA MUSIC | SIMON MUSIC | JORDAN concert | SALUTE 
bea collegiate cavalcade of Side effects of prolonged BENNETT While serving in COOK The late Jeff Healey TO VIENNA Fortunately 
classical musicians at this exposure to this local funk the army, Bennett sneaked declared that Jordan Cook Ogedei Khan died in the early 
celebration marking the group may include “lunacy, The Tragically Hip into the was the best guitar player 13th century, forcing the 
29th anniversary of the Anne dementia, vertigo, and de- Mess hall for a jam session inthe world, and if you've Mongolian hordes to retreat 
Burrows Music Foundation. lirium — but it keeps people witha few of the soldiers ever seen his show you'd be from the Viennese border. 
MacEwan South Campus, getting up to get down!” while they were on tour in hard-pressed to disagree. If that hadn't happened, 
7p.m. Blues on Whyte. Germany. He also hosts the Blues on Whyte. The Strauss Symphony of 
Blues on Whyte open stage. Canada wouldn't have much 
} LB’s Pub, 9 p.m. 






















































































to salute. Winspear Centre. 




















Art of the Brick, Telus World of Science, Dec.20 








christmas | December 24 6 6 SINCE WE CAN’T STAND OUR IN-LAWS, WE’VE DECIDED TO CRASH YOUR 
HOUSE FOR CHRISTMAS THIS YEAR. PLEASE SEND YOUR NAME AND HOME ADDRESS TO INFO@SEE.GREATWEST.CA. 


see magazine’s two-week forecast of events in edmonton 









listings: ctyo:s| musics fimeans | ats % 


10329 482 Ave ~ 459-3941. 


bluesonwhy 


This Week DEC 1 
FIST FULL OF BLUE 








AROUND THE CORNER 
BIG OAVE MCLEAN 
ONCE JUST 


FUNKAFELLA 


JORDAN GO 
i YER 
TICKETS ON 









2 


6 = December 18 - December 24, 2008 « see magazine « edmonton 





agenda | news&opinion | city life | music| on screen | arts | classifieds | sex | the back 


Trim the tree and your 


bill with a $15 plan. 











And with 
Koodo Mobile: 


You Pay No System 
Access Fee 


a 
No Fixed-Term Contract 
ag 


All Plans Include Text 
eee 
Per-Second Billing 


koodomobile.com 
= COM 


KOOdO 





mobile 
_ BCTeyere Ker-1|| ; 
cera, | 
a ere 
Joes Keodo =a 
WAL*MART 
ony] Eee carat 


- %4,2008+7 
+ December 18 - December 
edmonton - see magazine 
; sex | the back 
| news&opinion | city life | music | on screen | arts | classifieds | 
genda | new: 


be 








9650 Harvest Hills Bivd NE 
10803 107th Ave. 
Beacon Hill Cemer 


Mistletoe or not, with = 
deals this good, you'll == 
want to kiss somebody. = 


6143 28th Ave. 
9774 170th St. 
30157 - 101 St 
10803 107th Ave. 
11150 149th St. 
‘17551 100th Ave. 


For a limited time, get three amazing offers in one great sale. tant dand Se 


Visit a Bell store » 1 888 4-MOBILE = bell.ca Chartwol Shopping Centre 


%OFF %OFF $ accessories =e 
credit® ranking 
select rate plans for een 


3 months! 


West Edmonton Mall 

Westmount Centre 

Whyte Avenue at 107 St 
EDSON 

330 45th St. Unit 104 
FORT MCMURRAY 

19 Riedel St. 

Peter Pond Shopping Centre 
(GRANDE PRAIRIE 

Praine Mall 
LEDUC 

4916 50th Ave. 
LETHBRIDGE 


smartphones! 


Park Place Shopping Centre 
LLOYDMINSTER 
‘Uoyd Mall 
MEDICINE HAT 
Carry Drive Plaza 
Medicine Hat Mall 
RED DEER 
Bower Place Shopping Centre 
Parkland Mall 
SPRUCE GROVE 
Creekside Centre 
‘WHITECOURT 
3001 37 Ave 
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a 3-yr term ($399.95 no term) 


($549.95 no term) E: 


shopping 
just got 
better 
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DEMOCRACY - GENDER GAP « BY ANGELA BRUNSCHOT | ,025 word 


‘It Won't Happen In My Lifetime’ 


IT WILL TAKE OUR FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT 100 YEARS TO 
ACHIEVE GENDER PARITY 





When Laurie Blakeman speaks with 
women’s groups across the province, 
she often sees them squirming in 
their seats. 

It’s not because the four-term MLA 
for Edmonton-Centre makes them 
feel guilty about not running for pub- 
lic office — although she has led Lib- 
eral Party efforts to get more women 
nominated in Alberta. 

And it’s not because she's regaling 
them with horror stories about her 
early career, when she was teased 
about her weight and make-up — al- 
though she did receive that kind of 
treatment in the legislature. 

Actually, she often sees women be- 
come uncomfortable when she tells 
them that the best way to get more 
women elected is to donate money to 
a woman's campaign. 

“Although we earn paycheques 
she says, “we still haven't 

come around to the idea that we have 

economic power.” 

After 25 years of advocacy, Janet 
Buckmaster knows how hard it is to 
attract women like Blakeman into 
the poltical life. Even women who 
are top-tier earners, and are ambi- 
tious in many other areas of their 
life, are reluctant to run for public 
office, says Buckmaster, chair of the 
Alberta North chapter of Equal Voice, 
a multi-partisan group that promotes 

the election of more women. 

“Despite changes in culture and 
society,” she says, “running for pub- 
lic office remains for many women 
less attractive and feasible.” 

Currently, 19 per cent of MLAs in 
the Alberta Legislature are women, 
up from 14.4 per cent in the previ- 
ous election. The participation rate 
for women in provincial politics is 
around 20 to 25 per cent Canada- 
wide, 22 per cent of MPs are women, 
but the United Nations goal is 30 per 


” 
now, 


COMMENTARY: CLIMATE CHANGE |722 words 


cent. 

In the World Economic Forum’s 
recent rankings of countries, Canada 
dropped to 31st place from 13th, and 
ended up below Sri Lanka, Argen- 
tina, and the United States, based on 
how little Canada has been done to 
close the gender gap 

And the evidence can be seen not 
Just in reports and stats, but in Can- 
ada’s daily newspapers. At the recent 
gathering of Canadian premiers 
called by Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper to talk about the economy, 
not one woman was at the table, be- 
cause there are no woman premiers 
currently in government. 

None of the federal parties are cur- 
rently led by a woman. There were 
no women in contention for the fed- 
eral Liberal leadership, nor did any 
women participate in the Alberta 
Liberal leadership race. The previous 
Alberta Conservative leadership race 
was also between men. 

According to Fair Vote Canada, 
which advocates for reforms to the 
voting system, if the country contin- 
ues along the same patterns, it will 
take 100 years for Canada to achieve 
gender parity in government 

“That means it won't happen in 
my lifetime,” Buckmaster says, “and 
maybe not in your lifetime either.” 

So why have Canada and Alberta 
done so poorly? From a practical 
perspective, the personal costs of 
contesting a party nomination was 
the roadblock Blakeman ran into 
when she was trying to convince 
more women to run 

Buckmaster says the nomination 
process is also difficult for women 
because members of political par- 
ties are looking at who has the best 
chance of being elected and carrying 
the party into government. For the 
most part, the model for electablity 
is based on male characteristics, be- 
cause that’s how it’s been in the past. 

Fair Vote also points to the overall 
state of democracy as a contributing 


bs WE SHOULDN'T ALLOW OURSELVES 
TO THINK THAT BECAUSE WE’VE HAD 
A FEW WOMEN AT THE TOP 

THAT WE ARE DONE. 





factor. Countries such as Sweden 
have proportional representation, 
and outrank Canada in terms of 
gender equality. 

Even Alberta's economy could be 
part of the problem, and there are 
some who argue that wealth — and oil 
wealth in particular — makes for an 
unhealthy democracy. Pulitzer Prize 
winning New York Times columnist 
Thomas Friedman often talks about 
the “First Law of Petropolitics,” 
which states that as oil revenue goes 
up, democracy in general goes down. 
Michael Ross, a professor of political 
science at the University of Califor- 
nia, has furthered the “petropolitics” 
argument by studying oil-producing 
states; he’s detected an inverse cor- 
relation in developing countries be- 
tween oil wealth and the number of 
women in public life — a correlation 
that exists completely outside social 
factors such as religion. 

Buckmaster isn’t convinced that 
all of Ross’ research applies to Al- 
berta, but the overall health of the 





Hitting The Glass Ceiling | Janet Buckmaster, chair of the Alberta North chapter of Equal Voice, a mult-partisan group that promotes the election of more women. MERYL SMITH LAWTON 


province's democracy is an issue, she 
says. The amount of ridicule oppo- 
sition members endure scares many 
women away, and although she says 
Equal Voice has a good relationship 
with all parties, the Tories have been 
reluctant to put any formal gender- 
balancing system in place. 

“In the past 37 years, they have tra- 
ditionally insisted that there’s noth- 
ing that the party leadership can do to 
ensure more women run for office,” 
she says, “and they view any kind of 
affirmative action as a violation of 
the grassroots selection process.” 

Heather Klimchuk,. Minister of 
Service Alberta, bristles at the idea 
that Alberta's oil economy could re- 
duce the quality of the province's de- 
mocracy, and argues that because the 
Conservatives have been in power 
for over 37 years, they make an extra 
effort to listen to people. 

“I think we have to work harder 
for that,” she says. “I don’t agree 
that there is less democracy, because 
when you are in government and 


Falling Down On The World Stage 


not break the somber mood hanging _ achieved. 


GUEST PUNDIT CHRISTEL HYSHKA 
CANADA WINS “FOSSIL OF 
THE YEAR” BOOBY PRIZE AT 
CLIMATE CONFERENCE 





POZNAN, POLAND — By Friday 
evening, it was clear that the climate 
change conference was winding 
down, All the swag had been handed 
out, the complimentary food and 


drinks had been gobbled up, and the 
exhibition booths lining the confer- 
ence hallways had been packed away. 
Although negotiations continued be- 
hind closed doors, only a few issues 
remained on the table, and the out- 
come of this conference was already 
too apparent. 

Earlier that day, Al Gore provided 
the closing address for the 14th 
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Conference of the Parties to the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (COP14) in Poznan, Poland. 
Some participants were lucky enough 
to land a seat in a the massive plena- 
ry hall, while others huddled around 
closed circuit televisions in the corri- 
dors to hear the Nobel Prize-winner 
speak. Although obviously exciting, 
even Gore's celebrity status could 


over the steadily dwindling crowds. _ 
What had 


in cabinet, you are always on the 
front line in terms of having to do 
your best.” 

She says she would like to see 
more women in government, but she 
doesn't like the idea of quotas. 

“A better word is representation,” 
she says. “Whether you are a man, a 
woman, or from a particular ethnic 
group, age, or sex, it's about proper 
representation and being diverse.” 
She also points out that 25 per cent 
of the Tory caucus is female. 

Blakeman agrees that some wom- 
en occupy high-profile positions 
— including three recent Alberta fe- 
male finance ministers. “But when 
you really get into the committee 
rooms and the many different kinds 
of meetings that happen around the 
board tables,” she says, “do we really 
have adequate representation? No, 
we don’t. We shouldn't allow our- 
selves to think that because we've 
had a few women at the top that we 
are done.” 

abrunschot@see.greatwest.ca 
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Rachel Getting 
Married 
Fri-Tuesday 9:00pm 
Saturday & 
Sunday 

maninces @ 3:00 pm 
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MATURE THEME + COARSE LANGAIASE 


Synecdoche 

New York 
Fri-Tuesday 

6:45pm & 9:10pm 
Saturday & 
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wannecs @ 2:00 pm 
RATED 144 

sO + COARSE LINGUAL 

The Boy in the 
Striped Payamas 
Fri-Tuesday 7:00pm 
Saturday & 
Sunday 

mannees @ 1:00 pm 


RATED P.G_ 
MACURE Pheruek. + CsTURANEE CONTENT 
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NEI YORK | 
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Visit us online @ magiclanterntheatres.ca 
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NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE TREATS THE CAUSE 
OF YOUR ILLNESS, NOT JUST YOUR SYMPTOMS 


Depression Anxiety 
IBS Celiac Colitis & Diabetes 


Detoxification Hormone Imbalances 


Women’s / Men's Health 
Nutritional & Life Style Counselling 
Arthritis Burn-Out Allergies 


Dr. Janice Dacyshyn, N.D., B.A. 


TWO LOCATIONS: 
IN ST. ALBERT; 


ST.ALBERT NATUROPATHIC CLINIC 
1 ft PERRON STREET 780.459.5601 


IN SOUTH EDMONTON 
HYPERION LASER REHABILITATION 


and WELLNESS CENTRE 
(FORMERLY NAMED LasER TECH HeatTH CUNIC) 


10433-51 AVE 780.988.2012 


www.albertanaturopath.com 


é Parliament of Canada 


SUMMER 
JOB 2009 


Become a 
Parliamentary Guide 
Give guided tours of Parliament 
Apply online! 


Deadline: Friday January 16, 2009 


www.parl.gc.ca/guides 
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The Doctor Is In The House 





OUTSIDE POLITICS MAURICE TOUGAS 
NEW LIBERAL LEADER DAVID 


| SWANN IS AN EXCELLENT MAN, 


BUT HE'S NOT A BREAK WITH 
THE PAST 





David Swann is the very definition of 
a good man. A doctor, a social activ- 
ist, aman who genuinely cares about 
other people and humanity in gen- 
eral. I am privileged to know him. 

He also has no chance of being 
premier of Alberta 

Sorry, Dr. Swann, but it’s true 

Dr. Swann was the surprisingly 
easy winner of the Alberta Liberal 


| Party leadership contest, cruising 


to a comfortable first-ballot victory 
over Calgary MLA Dave Taylor and 
former Edmonton MLA Mo Elsalhy. 

No doubt some wags will say that 
being leader of the Alberta Liberal 
Party (ALP) is like being as captain 
of the Titanic. This wag thinks it's 


| closer to being captain of a leaky 


dinghy with only one oar, but some- 
body’s got to run the show. 

Everyone I know inside the ALP 
holds Dr. Swann in the highest re- 
gard. Even in an organization where 
everyone is on a first-name basis, he 
is almost reverentially referred to as 
Dr. Swann. 

Dr. Swann undeniably has the abil- 
ity to inspire. I’ve always called his 
followers apostles, because they are 
true believers. I’m sure it was his 
apostles who sold the majority of 
memberships that put Swann over 
the top, stunning Taylor, the pre- 


sumed frontrunner. 

In many ways, the party dodged 
a bullet by rejecting Taylor. The 
Calgary MLA appeared to be the 
best-financed candidate, and he cer- 
tainly ran the slickest campaign. The 
problem with Taylor is that he’s not 
a popular member of the tight Lib- 
eral family. Taylor painted himself as 
a media-savvy smoothie who could 
condense complicated issues into 
easily digested -soundbites. In fact, 
after years as an open mouth radio 
guy in Calgary, the supremely ar- 
rogant Taylor is an inveterate talker 
so infatuated with the sound of his 
own voice, he could perform his 
own eulogy. 

A Taylor win would have alienated 
many long-term Liberals, moved the 
party to the right, and made it so Cal- 
gary-centric that Edmonton could 
easily have gone solidly Tory blue to 
support pseudo-local boy Premier Ed 
Stelmach. 

That said, Taylor would have rep- 
resented a real break with the recent 
past, and that might not have been 
a bad thing. The most successful 
Liberal leader of modern history, 
Laurence Decore, was not exactly 
Mr. Nice Guy in the ALP ranks, but 
the voters nearly made him premier. 
With Swann, however, the Liber- 
als have a Dr. Nice Guy running 
the show. 

Is there much room for growth 
with Swann leading the party? 

Swann will earn the respect of a 
lot of Albertans who care about the 
environment and other touchy-feely 
issues the Tories have never. mas- 
tered. A Swann-led ALP will siphon 
some soft New Democrat votes, and 
the Green vote could swing entirely 
towards the Liberals. But soft Tories 
are unlikely to be swayed by Swann. 

As well, the Tory propaganda ma- 


chine, with the assistance of the pli 
able right-wing media and open-lin 
mouthbreathers, will paint Swar 
as a tree-hugging, fair-trade coffe: 
drinking, vegetarian who would 
shut down the oilsands, make us a 

ride bicycles to work, and destroy 
the economy. It will be a true test of 
Dr. Swann's still-developing political 
skills to avoid saying anything that 
will give that image any credibility 

Swann will be faced with the sam« 
daunting challenges that bedeviled 
former leader Kevin Taft and anyon 
who runs under the Alberta Liberal 
banner: an entrenched ruling party 
that takes no prisoners and has com 
plete control over all aspects of po 
litical life, a cancerous debt (cut in 
half thanks to Taft's determination 
to get it under control), no presence 
in rural Alberta, a diminished cau 
cus, a disengaged electorate, and a 
toxic brand name that will becom 
even more poisonous if the federal 
Liberals make good on their threat to 
topple favourite son Stephen Harper. 
(Again, people, there is no connec 
tion between the federal Liberals and 
the Alberta Liberals.) 

I am conflicted over the choice of 
Dr. Swann. He is unquestionably a 
fine human being, the kind of guy 
we want in politics and who is in this 
ugly business for all the right rea- 
sons. 

The ALP has chosen an educated, 
thoughtful, basically — soft-spoken 
non-politician of unquestioned in- 
tegrity. He replaces Kevin Taft, an 
educated, thoughtful, basically soft- 
spoken non-politician of unques- 
tioned integrity. And both are very 
tall. This is progress? 


Maurice Tougas is a former 
Liberal MLA who can be reached at 
mauricetougas @live.com 
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CLIMATE (cont’d from pg. 9) 


make considerable progress towards 


| a new agreement to replace the 


Kyoto Protocol when it expires. As 
a new agreement must be written 
by Dec. 2009 when the parties meet 
again in Copenhagen, we saw it as 
particularly important for developed 


| countries to build on the consensus 


they had achieved at the previous 
COP, and work towards identifying a 
group target for emissions cuts that 
reflects the scientific assessment of 
what is needed to avoid catastrophic 
climate change. 

Instead, wealthy countries led by 
our own blocked progress on any 
discussion of midterm targets, and 
disappointingly the text adopted here 
replicates the very language that had 
been agreed to at the last COP over 
one year ago. 

“I feel ashamed when countries 
like mine, who have so much, do so 
little,” said Tayrn McKenzie-Mohr, a 


17-year-old Canadian, in her address 
to the ministers and delegates on 
the final day. “I feel outraged when 
they trade basic human rights for 
their own self-interests. Developed 
nations must show leadership, and 
if they don't, it will be the most un- 
conscionable action in the history of 
humanity.” 

Canada was named Fossil of the 
Year by a group of over 400 interna- 
tional environmental groups to high- 
light the single country that worked 
the hardest to block progress at each 
conference. 

Canada worked hard to earn it: we 
led the creation of a pact with two 
other countries to block movement 
towards an aggregate target, we in- 
stituted a domestic emissions target 
that falls far below the 25-40 per 
cent necessary to prevent dangerous 
and irreversible warming, and we 
demanded that a display of oilsands 


photos created by Canadian youth be 
torn down. 

The lack of progress at COP14 will 
make reaching an agreement by next 
December more difficult, but there is 
still cause for hope. Most developing 
countries came to Poznan ready to 
negotiate, and many put forward con- 
structive proposals. Gore recognized 
China in particular in his speech for 
demonstrating overall leadership in 
combating global warming. Addi- 
tionally, parties agreed to enter into 
full negotiation mode in the leadup 
to Copenhagen’, 

Whether our governments will 
reach an agreement in .Copen- 
hagen will hinge largely on the 
progress we make over the next year 
Canadians can play an important 
role in the formation of the next 
agreement by demanding _ that 
our government stop obstructing 
progress in the international arena. 
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Jim Goldman (centre) helps children from George H. Luck School unload 
425 backpacks filled with personal items at the Boyle Street Co-op. 
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The redevelopment of the Camsell hospital 
Site northwest of downtown finally received 
approval from city council this week, which 
should make the Inglewood community very 
happy. 

The hospital has been empty for nearly 
13 years, andis a terrible eyesore in a com- 
munity that already has a number of vacant 
buildings. 

Any kind of development that would 
replace the slightly creepy, fire-damaged, 
Crumbling building would be a boon to the 
community. 

And Gene Dub's plan is intriguing. The 
former city councillor and the architect be- 
hind City Hall consulted with the community 
league extensively, producing a plan that 
Will see the hospital converted into condos, 
Surrounded by townhouses and a few 
Single-family homes. The new development 
Will also include five-per-cent affordable 
housing scattered throughout the area. 
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| 
The recent announcement from the | 
provincial government on long-term care | 
beds shows once again that the Tories just 
don't have a handle on health care in this 
province. Ed Stelmach's government is freez- 
ing the number of long-term care beds at a 
time when we have an aging population. 

The increase in the amount of money 
for in-home care, on the other hand, is a 
great idea. For those who are still alert and 
functioning, staying at home and having 
care come to you is by far the better, more 
humane option. 

But not all seniors are that lucky, and we'll 
have to see how at-home assistance pans 
out before concluding that it does indeed 
decrease the number of people in facilities. 
The number of seniors in Alberta will be 
increasing for the foreseeable future, and 
that means more people in need of long- 


” term care, regardless of the other options | 


available to them. | 


Apparently, hysterical fear of flying, fatigue, 
and alcohol withdrawal killed Robert Dzie- 
kanski, the Polish immigrant who died at the 


| Vancouver airport after being tasered. 


Okay, let’s get this straight: The guy was 


| stunned five times with a taser, a weapon 
| that sends an electric shock though people 


in order to subdue them, and it was fear that 


| killed Dziekanski? 


Excuse us while we realign our percep- 
tion of reality in order to swallow that bit of 
medical news. 

But that's what pathologists told a British 


| Columbia court, which then ruled that the 
| officers involved should not be charged. 


The incident occurred in October, 2007 
and has served as a nationwide example of 
the controversy surrounding the weapons. 

The officers involved will still testify at 


| anupcoming inquiry into the use of tasers 


in B.C. Let's hope that investigation yields 
some more believable answers. 
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66 | REALLY HATE IT WHEN PEOPLE SPEW THAT! 
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‘DEADMONTON’ SHIT, MAN. IT’S NOT THAT BAD; 
IT’S WHAT YOU MAKE OF I’, 





MOVING - ARTISTIC EXODUS - BY MIKE DEANE | 52 words 


Destination: Anywhere But Here 


DESPITE OUR “CULTURE 
CAPITAL” DESIGNATION, 
EDMONTON MUSICIANS ARE 
STILL INCLINED TO FLEE TOWN 
Though Edmonton boasts a strong 
arts community, from the Fringe 
Festival to its recent designation as 
a “culture capital,” there's still a fear 
among local bands that, sooner or 
later, one of their members will leave, 
their hometown loyalty weakened by 
the lure of Montreal's cultural diver- 
sity or Vancouver's status as a conve- 
nient destination for touring bands. 

Local indie rockers Outdoor Min- 
ers (formally known as Belgium) 
know this trend all too well. In the 
past year they've lost most of their 
stage-sharing peers, and just last 
month they lost their drummer, 
18-year-old MacBriare DeMarco, 
to the West Coast. After recording 
their debut EP through Edmonton's 
Champion City Records, they've 
been left shorthanded. But for the 
remaining members, Peter Sagar 
and Alec Meen, the reason for Mac's 
leaving is simple. 

“Because he’s a brat,” Sagar jokes. 

On a more serious note, he adds 
that moving to Vancouver is a com- 
mon choice because “it's close, 
it's easy, and it's a change from 
Edmonton.” 

Funnily enough, Mac is now liv- 
ing with five other Edmonton expats 
who were all playing the Edmonton 
indie rock circuit until August of this 
year. 

€ach autumn there’s the same 
migration: whether the impetus is 
school, the looming Edmonton win- 
ter, or just a yearning for change, 
many musicians head to more popu- 
lated cities. Sagar is the first to ex- 
plain that this evacuation is not due 
to Edmonton's want of culture; it’s 
due to Edmonton's isolated location 

“That's really the problem,” he 
says. “It’s not Edmonton. | really like 


Yeah, Tells Us About It | Edmonton has a ong-running tradition of musicians leaving for greener pastures, but it’s not 


this town, and I will defend it to the 
end. I really hate it when people spew 
that ‘Deadmonton’ shit, man. It’s not 
that bad; it’s what you make of it. It 
might not be for everybody. You have 
to find what's going on.” 

Edmonton does have a more subtle 
scene. There's a lot going on locally, 
but rarely will you be forced to decide 
between which A-list touring band to 
go see on a given night. Edmonton is 
not that type of touring destination 
Local promoter Cecil Frena, one of 
the main forces behind the promo- 
tions company Push Pins and the 
newly opened all-ages venue The 
Hydeaway, agrees that Edmonton 
has a strong music scene, but he sees 
our isolation as an asset 

“Edmonton's strength,” he says, “is 
its weakness: namely, its insularity. 
It's a small city, and although there 
are certainly genre factions ... every- 
one knows everyone. Collaboration. 
forming new bands, and perform- 
ing-at the venues are relatively facile 


propositions, if one invests a bit of 
time.” 

Edmonton is small but supportive 
and provides what bands are willing 
to put into it. A band can't sit in the 
basement expecting a friend to in- 
vite it to open for Arcade Fire. When 
looking at Edmonton's more popular 
indie exports, like Cadence Weapon 
and Shout Out Out Out Out, loca- 
tion hasn't been a factor in their suc- 
cess — work ethic has. 

“We have a stark winter,” Frena 
says, “and very few people monitor 
Edmonton's musical output outside 
the city. The acts who are on the na- 
tional radar are generally self-made, 
entrepreneurial spirits. This means 
that ‘making it’ on the national scale 
requires considerably more work.” 

Outdoor the 
positive aspects of Edmonton's small 


Miners recognize 
and insular nature, but are quick to 
point out the benefits of life outside 
of Edmonton. Being in a bigger city 
increases a band’s exposure to record 


rien BPSD aac = : 
as common a trend as you might think. PHOTO BY 
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labels, Meen says, but if a band’s 
good enough in a smaller city, it 
can still tour and get exposure while 
building a strong local fanbase. “In 
Edmonton, with Belgium, we got a 
local following pretty easily, and in 
Vancouver or Montreal it wouldn't 
have happened so fast.” 

Ben Spencer is one Edmonton mu- 
sician who got away. After spend- 
ing 10 years playing music around 
the city, he packed up and moved to 
Montreal. Spencer agrees that the 
population of bigger cities can really 
help with artistic endeavours — but it 
can also be a hindrance 

“Certainly there are opportunities 
that exist in bigger cities,” says Spen- 
cer, who's set to return for a Boxing 
Day show with Team Building at the 
Pawn Shop later this month, “but 
higher population density means 
higher band density too. I’m a small- 
er fish in a bigger sea.” 

He also appreciates the practical- 
ity of more densely populated areas. 
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“Edmonton is such a huge city geo 
graphically with limited transporta- 
tion options in the winter. It’s not 
easy for people that want to see more 
shows to get out to everything. There 
seem to be fewer 12-hour drives while 
touring out east as well.” 

Still, Edmonton offers a lot of op 
portunities to play locally and with: 
plethora of musicians to boot. The 
Outdoor Miners have already found 
a new drummer and are ready to play 
at The Hydeaway on Dec. 20 as part 
of the launch party for the local liter 
ary magazine Here & Noun. And il 
ooks like they won't be moving away 
anytime soon. 

“T really think that the music scene 
here is very supportive of the bands, 
Sagar says. “In other places I feel like 
it’s supportive of the core popula 
bands but not of anyone else — like 
there's a huge hierarchy. But here 
you don't have to even like someones 





and to support them and give the! 
a show. It’s really positive.” 
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LOCAL VOCAB - BY TRENT WILKIE 


easter 


Black Fridians 


NOUN - A group of conspiracy theorists who believe the Black Friday tornado was an 
attack on Alberta by the Ontario government. “As far as sheer lunacy goes, 9/1] Truth 


has nothing on the Black Fridians.” 


re-enactivism 


NOUN - The practice of re-enacting very obscure re-enactments. “Next time we re- 
enact the ree-nactment of the opening of the Anthony Henday Drive, | get to be 
you being Stephen Mandel. Sharing Is what re-enactivism is all about.” 


NOUN - An affliction that renders one unable to get through a conversation without 


12 December 16 - December 24, 2008 - see magazine « edmonton 


making a Simpsons reference. “He just kept saying that the baby shot Mr. Burns. | 
think it was simpsonianism, and not even good simpsonianism at that.” * 


Spooky Dan 


NOUN - The ghost of a failed old Klondiker who died from acute ridicule, and now 
haunts the river valley in a cloak of tortured shame. “So | got fired from work, and! 
think my cat is pregnant again. I'm heading to the river valley to take this out on 


Spooky Dan.” 


wherewithalpostle 


NOUN - Someone who believes that just thinking something is possible makes it so. 
“Wherewithalapostles that thought they could fly off that cliff. Oh, they could, but 


just down really fast.” 
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WlBING “}CEWINE | 7m words 


OOZEMUSE MELISSA PRIESTLEY 

THE NEXT TIME YOU SEE AN 
“{ AM CANADIAN” AD, OPEN A 
BOTTLE OF ICEWINE —IT’S A 
‘TRULY.CANADIAN PRODUCT 





Trust Canadians to profit from ice. 
Hell, we found snow on Mars; of 
course we found good wine in snowy 
vineyards. But we can’t take credit 
for having invented icewine — it's 
been around since the Germans first 
stumbled upon it in the 18th century. 
They dubbed their creation “€is- 
wein” — literally “ice” and “wine” in 
German. 

Canada’s modern wine industry 
has been going strong for a good 30 
years, but we are embryonic com- 
pared to the grizzled elders of Eu- 
rope. Even the United States, our 
closest and most beloved neighbour, 
doesn't see a lot of Canadian wines. 
Really, we have the Asians to 
thank. Icewine has been aggressively 
marketed throughout Asia, especially 













in Japan and Hong Kong, since those 
countries displayed an unabashed 
passion for the sweet stuff. Clinging 
to the coattails of this frozen good- 


ness, the Canadian wine industry 
grows significantly every year 

This year we just saw the inclusion 
of the first-ever Canadian wine on 
the Top 100 list of Wine Spectator 
— that all-hallowed and oft-damned 
American wine magazine. The 2006 
Konzelmann Vidal Icewine from 
the Niagara Peninsula claimed spot 
number 100; expect never to find this 
wine again. (If you aren't familiar 
with this list, good for you — people 
get stupid about it every year, letting 
it completely rule their wine buy- 
ing. The list is based on the personal 
tastes of a few select individuals, and 
they absolutely take corporate inter- 
ests into account. Geez, do I sound a 
little biased? ) 

I find it amusing that wine litera- 
ture describes icewine as being made 
in “extreme cold.” Apparently -8°C 
and colder, the legally required mini- 
mum for harvesting icewine grapes, 
is “extremely cold.” | realize that in 
most wine regions this is far colder 
than it ever gets, which is why ice- 
wine just can't be made in places like 
Italy and Spain, Still, as an Albertan I 
find the term a little hyperbolic 























YOUR TONGUE IS BETTER 
EQUIPPED TO APPRECIATE 
THE WEIRD-LOOKING MEAT 
SKEWERS AT FANTASIA 
NOODLE HOUSE 





FANTASIA NOODLE HOUSE 
10518 Jasper Ave., 780-428-0943 





A review of the Fantasia Noodle 
House is rendered moot by the fact 
that the no-frills Vietnamese eatery 
on Jasper Avenue restricts its oper- 
ating hours so that only people who 
live or work in its immediate vicin- 
ity are likely to get a chance to try 
it. Fantasia operates every weekday 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., serving up 
pho, vermicelli, and sizzling plat- 


DINING VIETNAMESE - BY SCOTT LINGLEY 1621 words 


Best If You Close Your Eyes 


enough like what | wanted to settle 
on it without thinking about what it 
might actually look like. | found out 
soon enough. My co-diner played it 
safer and opted for the spicy chicken 
over vermicelli ($7.95) 

First, the soup: a cup of clear broth 
with a few green onions and two 
wrinkly wontons floating it that had 
already cooled to ready-to-eat in the 
time it took to reach the table. It was 
pretty unremarkable, but Fantasia’s 
house condiment — crushed red 
chilis steeped in oil — helped give it 
some personality. 

Next, the entrée. In order to pre- 
pare the three varieties of “grind 
meat,” each had been molded 
around a skewer, then grilled. After 


We're Good With Snow 


Icewine is a high-risk crop, and 
yields can be as low as five per cent 
— which is the main reason for ice 
wine's price tag, which usually starts 
around $40 for a half bottle. Anoth 
er reason is the expensive counter 
measures that must be implemented 
to prevent hungry birds, bears, and 
other beasts from eating the entire 
harvest. Bird netting is an absolute 
necessity, and that stuff isn’t cheap 

Though machines are increasingly 
used icewine grapes are often hand 
picked — yet another factor contrib 
uting to the overall expense. Once 
picked, the grapes are pressed imme 
diately in their frozen state, because 
if they warm up, the water crystals 


will melt and dilute the juice. Each 





berry on! y yields a drop or two of liq- 
uid, the consistency of honey — and 
like 


honey, it takes months to fer- 


ment. The result is a wine with very 
high sugar content, offset by a tingly 
spine of acidity that cleanses the pal- 
ate and makes you want to go back 
for more 

Walter Hainle made the first Cana- 
dian icewine in 1973. He released the 
first commercial icewine a few years 








couple of skinny spring rolls with a 
side of salty fish sauce 
Luckily, it did taste better than 


it looked and a bite of Mr. Hankey 


proved the beef to be the tastiest of 
the grind meat trio, thanks to a brac- 
ing dose of lemongrass. Overall, the 


dish didn’t reach the heights of a par- | 


allel itern from, say, Pagolac or Ninh 
Kieu, which would have incorporat 
ed fresh basil, shredded lettuce, and 
cucumber, but the trade-off was that 
I didn’t have to walk to Chinatown 
in the deep freeze for a little extra 
roughage, 

My co-diner seemed pleased with 
her heap of red-tinted chicken slic- 
and noted that 
the promised spiciness seemed to 


es over vermicelli, 





EXPENSIVE 
SIVESWEETTOOTH THE WORLD'S MOST EXPENSIVE WINE, A CHARDONNAY PRICED AT A WHOPPING $30,000 PER HALF BOTTLE, 
: __WAS RELEASED IN 2006 BY CANADIAN PRODUCER ROYAL DEMARIA. ¥ 


Hainle Vine 


yards, and it's been a moneymaking 


later in 1978, under 


rollercoaster ever since. Canada is 
currently the world’s largest produc 
er of icewine by a wide margin; even 
though the Germans invented it, the 
temperatures in German vineyards 
get cold enough for icewine only a 
couple times a decade 

Because money makes people do 
crazy things, many producers in 
warm climates have boycotted na- 
ture and tried to emulate natural 
by popping grapes 
Thankfully, most 
prohibit the use of the term “icewi- 


icewine in the 


freezer nations 
ne” on such products — though that 
hasn't deterred the eccentric Bonny 
Doon winery in California. Ever the 
cheeky one, they label their frozen 


wine “vin de glaciére” (literally, “re 
frigerator wine”) 

Seventy-five per cent of Canada's 
icewine comes from Ontario's Ni 
agara region, and 75 per cent of that 
is made from Vidal, an American hy 
brid variety. While most hybrids have 
disappe ared trom vineyards, owing 
flavour they 

dog), 


has proven one of the best grapes for 


to the strange “foxy’ 


give to wine (think wet Vidal 
icewine production and is therefore 
sitting pretty. Riesling and Cabernet 
Franc are also commonly used. Inni 
skillin is Canada’s foremost icewine 
producer, and they consistently make 
good quality products. You can also 
find great examples made by Konzel- 
mann, Cave Spring, Jackson-Triggs, 
and Henry of Pelham 
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Djembes | 





Cajons | Bongos 


Congas | Ashikos 


9925-82 Avenue 


Edmonton, Alberta 
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A nourishing week of yoga & sun in one 
of the most beautiful places on earth 


THE TAB: $17.40 FOR TWO (FOOD ONLY) || The Big Island of Hawaii. 
THE GIST: SERVICEABLE VIETNAMESE FARE IF YOU CAN'T MAKE IT TO CHINATOWN Knowns the hédling Mand wire you Gan 
TRY: THE DAILY SPECIAL! swim with dolphins, then stretch in the sun. 


AVOID: LOOKING AT IT TOO CLOSELY What better way to spend reading week, 














ters to the lunchtime crowd from the 
Surrounding businesses and office 
buildings. Which is to say I've eaten 
4 fair number of lunches at Fantasia, 
Since it was the Vietnamese eatery of 
choice for my co-workers. 

Now, as then, Fantasia’s big draw 
'8 a daily special — usually a bowl of 
noodles with a starter soup. On the 
day I visited, the menu promised 
three kinds of “grind meat” over ver- 
‘celli with spring rolls and a cup of 
Wonton soup ($9.45). That sounded 


the skewer was removed, the beige 
ground chicken and puce ground 
ham looked, frankly, like two differ- 
ent shades of mammal penis, while 
the ground beef looked like the fes- 
tive South Park character Mr. Han- 
key, a resemblance driven home by 
the chopped peanuts that had ad- 
hered to its glistening surface. Under 
‘these not-so-appetizing meat tubes 
was the expected mixture of vermi- 
celli noodles, sprouts, green onions, 
shredded carrot and radish, and a 
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derive from a generous squeeze of 
sriracha (aka “rooster sauce”) rather 
than some complex combination 
of seasonings. 

To be fair, Fantasia Noodle House 
does have a pretty broad menu fea- 
turing items that in no way resemble 
phalluses and maybe even trump 
Chinatown’s offerings in terms of 
value and flavour, Just bear in mind 
that you only have a three-hour win- 
dow five days a week to find out for 
yourself. 








of to surprise your sweetheart for an 


unforgetable Valentines Day, or Christmas gift 
Or to just recharge your sense of well being, 


Yoga in Hawaii 
February 15th to 21st, 2009 


We will be staying at the beautiful kalani retreat center. 
For more information please go to our website. 


«www. shantiyoga.cas 
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DRUGS A PROBLEM? 


COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 
425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org 
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UNIVERSAL MUSIC CANADA 


e- Pall one of tliega answers to win Giga! greatwest.ca 

by MONDAY DECEMBER 22, 2008 
ENTER TO WIN A COPY OF AKON’S NEW CD FREEDOM, 
AVAILABLE IN STORES AND ONLINE. 
++ For full contest details go to seemagazine.com 

















CENTURY 
CASING 


CHECK OUT THESE UPCOMING SHOWS! 
DECEMBER 31 


TIX $59.95/S69.95 
$79.95 


CENTURY CASINO 780.643.4000 


ee ty DR.HOOK 


FEATURING 
RAY SAWYER 


CENTURY CASINO 780.643.4000 
TICKETMASTER 780.451.8000 


FEBRUARY 7 
TIK$29.95 


CENTURY CASINO 780.643.4000 
TICKETMASTER 780.451.8000 


FEBRUARY 15 
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MY TOWN SCOTT LINGLEY 

| AS THE GLOBAL ECONOMY GOES 
| TITS-UP, EDMONTON'S SEX 
INDUSTRY STILL FLOURISHES 





| Don't ask me about how it came to 
| pass, but on a bone-chilling Friday 
| night I found myself in one of the 
| River City’s premier adult entertain- 
| ment venues. The evening had start- 





ed innocently enough at a residential 
} Christmas party, drinks and hors 
d'oeuvres and polite chatter among 


| mature human beings 
| : 
But drinks have a way of turning 


into more drinks on such occasions 


| and, before long, a younger couple 


| | at the party, apparently full up on 





| 


| | firewater and banter about the work- 


| place, announced their restlessness 
| for rowdier environs. They triangu- 


" | lated the handiest strip joint, the idea 


was taken up without discussion, and 
| suddenly I was in a caravan of cars 
| filled with total strangers keen to 
ogle some tits. 
| [should mention that, unlike vir- 
tually every other scenario in mem- 
ory when the prospect of a night 
| at the peelers reared its ugly head, 
the crowd | was travelling in was a 
| diverse bunch, gender- and orien- 
| tation-wise. Certainly there wasn't 
| a man among us with big enough 


stones to suggest repairing to a lap- 
dance emporium in a room full of 
co-workers and spouses. 

And yet there we were in a blister- 
ing cold parking lot in one of those 
tucked 
where strip clubs in Edmonton pe- 


industrial/business parks 
rennially ply their trade. There was 
a lineup to negotiate — including a 
hothead who wanted to convert an 
accidental jostle into an occasion to 
chuck knuckles, an openly unhappy 
coatcheck girl, compulsory tipping, 
and a vigourous security pat-down 
— before we gained admittance to 
the crowded, neon-streaked party 
palace. 

While I think of myself as a nor- 
mal red-blooded sort, I’ve never real- 
ly understood the impulse to be near, 
but not close to, a naked woman as 
a leisure activity. | spent most of my 
adolescent years in a state of thwart- 
ed titillation and have little nostalgia 
for that time 

My last trip to a strip club was on 
the first anniversary of 9/11 — it was 


a joint in Revelstoke, B.C., and I'll 
never forget the sight of a lithe, na- 
ked acrobat on a low, cramped stage 
executing a pole routine a spider 
monkey couldn't imitate for a beer- 
soused. crowd of ballcaps while the 
enormous flatscreens flanking the 
stage played a cable-news montage 
of planes hitting the World 
Center, tear-streaked faces, and bil- 


Trade 


lowing stars 'n’ stripes. 
The €-ville fleshpot where I pres- 
ently found myself promised no such 





surreal distractions. Worse yet, there 
were no dark corners to lurk incon- 
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M A R 


A career that’s good for you — 
and your planet. 


Join our team as 2 Grocery Manager at our busy Edmonton 
South market. Showcase your skills by managing all aspects of 
Grocery operations; staff management, inventory and display. 
We’re looking for a team player with solid retail management 
experience and out-of-this-world customer service! The salary 

grid starts at $46,000+, along with a generous benefits 
package, a hefty staff discount and great opportunities 
for career advancement. 


We're also looking for both full-time and part-time 
Clerks in all departments. 


Please send your resumé to careers@planetorganic.ca 
For more information about Planet Organic Market, 
please visit www.planetorganic.ca 


PLANCT OR‘ DoS 





Dn Sy aa a aera ae 
£2 SBS ea eae eas = = 


K 





No Bailouts For Boob Jobs 


spicuously — it was like the whole 
place was built around Gynecology 
Row, the lunch-counter seating that 
rings the stage. Not quite ready | 
plunge in, we arranged ourselves 
along the bar and overpaid drastj 
cally for bottled domestic. Who 
ever preceded us there had presum.- 
ably vomited up a litre or so of blue 
cheese dressing, because that exa 


spot was rank with a gastric sten: 
the opposite of what you want to 
smell as you watch a woman disrobe 


Actually the featured performer was 
past disrobing and now scooched 
about the stage on a blanket proffe 





ing her appurtenances as a target for 
drunkenly lobbed loonies and too- 
nies. When she was done, a nattily 
attired male employee picked up her 
gratuities and gave the metal poles a 
quick wipe. 

Impelled by the funky smell, we fi 
nally took seats closer to the action 
Next onstage were twins, blonde 
and leggy, in matching outerspace 
cavegirl outfits that systematically 





_ AS LONG AS THERE WERE BREASTS AND PEOPLE WHO WOULD PAY TO LOOK AT THEM, THE SKIN 
SECTOR WOULD NEVER NEED A BAILOUT, TAX BREAKS, OR FULL-ON NATIONALIZATION. 


came apart as they twirled and posed 
vacantly and the adenoidal emcee 
spouted suggestive nonsense. Their 
scanty tops simultaneously fell away 
to reveal identical asymmetrical 
boob-jobs that scarcely seemed to 
belong to their bodies. 

A floating set of iridescent trian 
gles, which turned out to be a girl in 
a bikini, invited me to dance and it 
took a moment to realize she would 
be the only one dancing. In fact, 
chances are that if I lifted a finger 
while we were “dancing” in some se 
cluded part of the club set aside for 
the purpose, one of the friendly and 
helpful security staff would break it 
off for me. I politely declined. 

When next I raised my eyes, a pill 
bottle of Baja Rosa sat in front of me 
and beyond it knelt a woman with a 
distinctly fake tan, stripped down to 
her fur-trimmed boots — the only fur 
on her — beckoning to me to huck a 
coin at a small square of magnet she 
had affixed beneath her.mamme- 
ries. I felt many things just then, but 
arousal was not among them. 

But if the whole experience was not 
my idea of sexy, I could at least take 
heart in the fact that, while former 
financial powerhouses like banks, 
brokerages, and the North American 
auto industry teetered on the brink 
of calamity, at least\the boob-based 
economy was still going strong. AS 
long as there were breasts and peo 
ple who pay to look at them, the skin 
sector would never need a bailoul, 
tax breaks, or full-on nationaliza 
tion. And, for one overpriced night 
at least, I had done my bit to bolster 
our country’s fiscal health. 
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FASHIONABLE FAITH AFTER RIDING THE TIDE OF THE UNDERGROUND FASHION CULTY 





mylook 


Cristine Oss-cech | Sales associate, Holt Renfrew 


BY PAIGE PAQUETTE 


My Look: Vintage Olsen Twin. 

Hair: It's done by Brandi at Evelyn Charles at West Edmonton Mall. | haven't gotten it cut in, 
like, a year. 

Wearing: My bracelets are Club Monaco and Kenneth Jay Lane. The top is Mary-Kate and 
Ashley Olsen's line, Elizabeth and James, and the jeans are Ernest Sewn. The shoes are by 
Audley from Gravity Pope. | like to mix a bunch of stuff together — vintage stuff if | can find it, 
Or fake vintage if | can't. Cute dresses with tights, skinnies, really blousy tops. People | see on 
the street, magazines, and people like Kirsten Dunst, Chloé Sevigny, and Sienna Miller are all 
inspirations. 


Wanna be in My Lok? Send your photo tostyle@see geatwest. 
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1963 PINUP QUEEN BETTY PAGE SUFFERED A NERVOUS BREAKDOWN AND LEFT THE ft it) / | | fe 
BONDAGE BIZ TO WORK FOR THE LORD UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF BILLY GRAHAM. " etree 





red raven sale 


starting on friday 
december 26th 


dresses starting at 
$10 dollars 


doors open 9am-6pm 
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BEE SER i Se SEES 


Have more moolah 
for chicks night out. 

















Save over 15% with a 
bundle you can bank on. 
From $80.95/mo; for 1 year, 
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: 
: Most reliable All Most secure ‘ | 
be home phone! digital TV High Speed access- | With 1 month FREE! | 
| } 
the future is friendly 
Call 310-1144 or visit telus.com/bundle or your nearest TELUS authorized dealer. 7 ae 
TELUS AUTHORIZED DEALERS ; 
Malls if Downtown West St. Albert . 
Kingsway Garden Mall TELUS Plaza North 14903 - 118th Ave. St. Albert Centre ae 
Sout ing Unit 30 - 200 St. Albert Rd. DWE on 
P Mall . = 20 Muir Dr. it 
Mall Sige S 
City Centre Mall ? 
Northgate Mall : 
“Offer avatiable untif December 31, 2008 to residential clients in select locations with a1, 2.03 yea TELUS TV service agreement. Starting on month 13 bundle rate wil be $85:95/month Prices may vary for existing clients on a TELUS Long Distance, High Speed Internet, or TV service agreement +1 month of free services available to clients who have not subscribed 10 
TELUS High Speed internat or TV in the past 90 days. TELUS reserves the right ta modity the channel fine-up. prices and packages without notice. Minimum system requnements apply. $Based on total service disruptions and outages experianced by clients in the past year. **Defined as the most: Saas a 
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How did Maisie’s Magical Christmas 
House get started? 

When you drive by, you're probably only 
seeing about 10 per cent of what you should 
be seeing. The windows along the side are 
done. The basement windows are done 
and they're really uniquely, profession- 
ally done.But anyway, how it started was 
we built the house about 30 years ago 
and | took care of my mom. And five years 
ago, | wanted to put some lights up for 
her just to dress the house up, because for 


THOSE LIGHTS DEFINITELY ARE DISTRACTING “PEOPLE CAI 


Jerry Dolynchuk 


us Christmas was always kind of lonely. So 
I hung a few sets of lights in dark spots and 
where they're nice, and it just absolutely 
took off. People loved it, my mom lovedit. 


Can you talk a little bit about your 
mom? 

She was diabetic and she suffered greatly 
with it. So | was always trying to do every- 
thing | could for her and she passed away 
on Sept. 28 of last year and at that time 
| had the house just starting and | was 


N'T CONCENTRATE PROPERLY ON BLOWING OTHER PEOPLE TO PIECES IF THEIR MINDS ARE 
POISONED BY THOUGHTS SUITABLE TO THE 25TH OF DECEMBER.” OGDEN NASH 


| Owner, Maisie’s Magical Christma 


PHOTO BY JIMMY JEONG 
Q&As WITH EDMONTONIANS BY ANDREW PAUL 


just going to give up. So | went and talk- 
ed to my brother and his wife and they 
said at least do it one more year. And I'm 
glad | carried it on because, one, there's a 
meaning to her life now and secondly, so 
many people are happy. I'll tell you: one 
of the real enjoyments | get is when they 
bring busloads of seniors from the se- 
nior home and | just love going onto the 
bus and giving them a candy cane and a bro- 
chure and talking to them — it’s pure enjoy- 
ment 





How many lights do you use? 

Well, last year we did approximately 
200,000. Of course, there's a lot more this 
year and it's almost impossible to count 
there’s so many. We run approximately 400 
amps when the lights are on. 


Who foots the power bill? 

| pay for everything. The power bill, we're 
thinking, will be around $10,000 for the 
seven weeks. The display itself is about 
$100,000 — that’s why you don't see this 





kind of stuff too often. 


How much preparation goes into the 
display each year? 

It’s about three months. We start in Septem 
ber and we finished the last window about 


a week ago 


Do you follow a blueprint? 
No, and every year the majority of it is 
changed. Besides the front garage window 
and one side window, just about everything 
is different every year. If | didn't change lots, | 
wouldn't do it because it would be boring to 
me. | like being creative and as soon as | see 
something | know what | want to do, | have a 
knack. | don’t have to think or plan anything; 
it's like a painter painting something. 


Where do you get your inspiration? 

| love creating things and | love people notic- 
ing it. The remarks you hear make me proud 
of what | accomplished. I've never really 
worked for money; | work for accomplishing 
things.... With the house, | can do all kinds 
of creative things and people appreciate it 
There's no money that can buy that 


How many visitors see the house each 
year? 

| figure we're probably getting 250,000 visi- 
tors a year. | remember last year | was stand- 
ing in front handing out brochures and | was 
shocked to see the driveway and the side- 
walk were just wall-to-wall people — you can 
see about three blocks down from the house, 
and | couldn't see an end to the people. I've 
seen the street jammed with traffic. it's really 
something. 














DAILY HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT: 


LYLE HOBBS 
KARAOKE 
STARTS AT 9 PM 


AND 
ie C 


oe 
M 


PUB 


inish pus 


Rice Howard Way 9013-88 Avenue 


10235-101 Street 
426.7784 7827 


FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 
780-426-7827 a 3 | 
CitBE TO OUR E-NEWSLETTER FOR ILERS WS ANAHEIN 
Toe cE OMOTIONS & SPECIALS. FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19 “a : 





rm | 





LOCATED MAIN FLOOR OF THE 
SUTTON PLACE HOTEL 
10235-101 STREET 
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GOSSCSES SCSSAHSSHSOOTTS OVE 


FOR ‘YOUR FAVOURITE RIDE IN OUR 
CHOOSE ‘NH CRUISE CONTEST 
AND ‘YOU COULD WIN IT! 


Ladies and gentlemen, start your thumbs. TEXT IN AND VOTE for the ride that moves 
you the most and you'll havea CHANCE TO WIN IT! Choose the rugged JEEP PATRIOT, 
the hip JEEP COMPASS or the bold DODGE CALIBER. 


To cast your vote, just text CALIBER, COMPASS or PATRIOT to 24680. 


Once you've voted, we'll text you back with contest entry details. 


( 2009 DODGE CALIBER 2009 JEEP COMPASS } 2009 JEEP PATRIOT 


Contest closes on January 31. 2009. Complete contest details available 
at www.chrysler.ca/chooseanderuise. Jeep is a registered trademark 


of Chrysler LLC used under licence by Chrysler Canada Inc. 
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BIRDING ALBERTA 2008: FROM ZAMA TO WILD- 
HORSE ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845 102ND AVE, DEC 
19 The Edmonton Nature Club monthly meeting with guest 
speaker Gerald Romanchuk. Doors at 7 p.m. 

BRIGHT NIGHTS HAWRELAK PARK, 9330 GROAT RD, DEC 
}-JAN 4.500 Christmas light displays. Drive thru only, 

THE CARROT GOES A’CAROLLING THE CARROT COM- 
MUNITY ARTS COFFEEHOUSE, 935] 18TH AVE., DEC 19 Bring 
lanterns and flashlights. Starts at 5:30 p.m. 

THE CELESTIAL RAILROAD TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE, 
1121 142ND ST, DEC 5 - DEC 18 Telus world of science presents 
afull-dome exploration of the famous Japanese novel, 


Night on the Galactic Railroad, by Japanese Children's writer, 


Kenji Miyazawa. The story follows a child's journey through 
space ona magical train. Info: 780-452-9100. 
CHRISTMAS SHOW AND SALE JEFF ALLEN GALLERY, 


STRATHCONA SENIORS CENTRE, 1083] UNIVERSITY AVE, DEC 
2-DECZ2 Art includes paintings, fibre art, wood work and 
Pottery from artists featured in the galleries 2008 season 
Info: 780-433-5807, 

FREE FAMILY ART NIGHTS NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE, 9704 
INITHAVE,, DEC For Parents and children up to 17. Doors at 
6:30 p.m. Info: 780-474-761) 

FROM CHAOS TO PEACE MEN'S GROUP OCT 30 2 
Group workshop for men who have experienced abuse from 
their partners. Sessions facilitated by profes: 

workers. Every Thu from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Free adi 

Info: 780-496-4777, 

HAY RIDES WITH SANTA CALLINGWOOD MARKET PLACE, 
T78THST. & 69TH AVE., DEC 6 -DEC20 Join Santa Claus 

ona horse drawn hay ride on the first three Saturdays of 
December, 

HERE AND NOUN LAUNCH PARTY HYDEAWAY ALL AGES 
ART SPACE 10209 100TH AVE., DEC 20 Literary magazine 
launches it's second is: featuring musical performa 


by Field and Stream, Belgium, and readings by Scott Mes- 


senger 


westendcrc.ca. 
SWINGIN’ CHRISTMAS PARTY PLE 
MUNITY HALL, 1086 
‘ounds of Nat C Sinatra 
t 8 p.m. 

Sugarswing.com. 
WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRATION (ITY 
WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE, (9! 
2] Afamily friendly and pagan 
ww.westwoodunitarianca, 
YESS FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN BLUE ( 
T6THAVE., DE 
its annual fundrais 


UICATION 


[< f Of www ‘OTROMOMN 
TEAM EDMONTON A 
y members and friends 


nteer Operated, non-profit 


community, 


redmonton.a. 
WOMONSPACE Non-profit lesbian or 
UITOUNDINE area. Urgai 
available, ini 
Confidentialit 
womor 


ol droy 
and allied youth under 


xalatslereval 


SNUFF 


SINCE 1822, SKOAL DISCREET, 
SKOAL ee Eahery OF (@penhagen NOTHING TASTES BANDITS eEasy- 

. “MINT, LIKE IT BECAUSE NOTHING’S TO-USE 
CoeRay APE, PEncH AND MADE LIKE IT. THE FINEST SE Sn eeniene 
(oth g;10;-#l -1 7-0 Min vo) =7-Votote) TOBACCO, AGED IN BARRELS SrGREAT. 
SATISFACTION WITHOUT FOR YEARS, CREATES THE : 

LIGHTING UP. DISTINCTIVE TASTE OF 
COPENHAGEN. 


THIS PRODUCT IS NOT 
A SAFE ALTERNATIVE 
TO CIGARETTES s&h 


NOT \ 
FOR SALE TO) ) 


MINORS yy 
J 


SS 
& 
wa 
/ 


DISCOVER SMOKELESS TOBACCO WHERE CIGARETTES ARE SOLD. 
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REGGAE IS UNIVERSAL: 


MUSIC PREVIEW : SUBZERO REGGAE - BY FAWNDA MITHRUSH j1711 words 


NOT EVEN THE BITTER 
EDMONTON COLD CAN 
LOWER THE TEMPERATURE 
ON SOULJAH FYAH 





HIP HOP FOR HUNGER 

w/ Souljah Fyah, Krystle Dos Santos, Poizunus & 

guests. Al Shamal Shriners (14510-142 St). Sat, Dec. 
20 (Spm). Tickets: $10, available at Foosh, Colorblind, 
Room 322, and Juice Clothing. Entry $8 with non-perishable 
donation for the Food Bank. 





It's Sunday night at the Haven Social 
Club — probably one of the coldest Sundays of the 
year — and Janaya Ellis is still managing to work 
the crowd into a sweat. If there ever were a cure for 
dry winter blues, it's the tropical, sweaty bounce of 
reggae. Near the end of the set, Ellis asks the band 


to take it down a notch so she can acknowledge 
a couple of fans who gave her some happy news 
earlier that evening 

“Souljah Fyah has been around since 2002,” she 
says, as Dorant Ricketts softly tings the cymbals 

from the back of the stage, “and since then we've 
had two instances where fans have come up and 

told us that their child was conceived to one of 

our songs.” She congratulates the second fam- 
ily, who are grinning up at her from the dance 
floor, and laughs as the band pipes in to finish 
off the night. 

Ellis has one of those incredible, infectious 
chuckles — it’s loud and clear and warm, and 
it gets everybody in the room smiling. The 

day before, we're holed up in the SEE office 
with Ellis and the rest of Souljah Fyah, who 
are posing for our cover photo. After she 
leads a brief rendition of Marley's “Time 
Will Tell” to shake the crew out of their 
subzero brain freeze, she gets back to 
smiling coyly for the camera — like 
any good reggae frontwoman of 
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the Prairies should. She tells us about the last time 
that SEE featured the band, back in 2003, when she 
was nine months pregnant with her daughter Nashe 
— who's now four years‘old, with caramel dreads that 
match her Ma’s shade for shade. 

This weekend, Souljah Fyah are helping to ring in 
the holiday spirit at the 7th annual Hip Hop for Hun- 
ger show, which pulls together a broad spectrum of 
voices and talents from the urban music community 
to raise awareness of the hardships that exist in many 
homes over the holidays. 

“Just yesterday we were collecting some clothes 
together to give away,” Ellis says, combing her fin 
gers through Nashe’s dreads. “She says, ‘We can send 
those to Zimbabwe.’ And I say, “Yeah, but we can 
keep them here because there are kids here that need 
coats.’ Even at this age she doesn't realize that there's 
hunger here because there's so much affluence and 
waste. It’s more like an underground hunger. 

“When the band did start becoming more aware of 
it,” she continues, “we started putting a food bank 
box next to the stage at our weekly gig, and people 
were throwing money in too. It’s so easy to put a box 
there. People would go out of the show and buy food 
and come back. A lot of times we think homelessness 
and hunger has a certain look, but-over the last five 
years here everybody here has seen it.” 

“The message needs to be put out there,” says Rick- 
etts, who supplies vocals for the band and plays per- 
cussion, “It’s not to say that people shouldn't worry 
about the world and hunger, but you have to concen- 
trate on your own backyard as well. There's strug- 
gling people here too.” \ 


You Think You're In Heaven 

I remember seeing Soujah Fyah accept their award 
at the Western Canadian Music Awards ceremony 2 
couple of months back. After being a regular fixture 
on Edmonton's club circuit for the better chunk of a 
decade (from weekly gigs at Blues on Whyte to On 
the Rocks, and now as the Sunday night regulars at 
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ns 
You've Almost Reached The Original Tribesman | Though he didn't make it out to the photocall, the spirit of the Tribesman was in the room, invisibly tickling and giving wedgies to the rest of the band. PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 


the Haven Social Club), Ellis et al. were now accepting 
the trophy for Outstanding Urban Recording. Souljah 
was the only reggae outfit nominated in the category 
to boot: the other nominees were “urban” hip hop acts 
such as Edmonton's Touch & Nato. Being included in 
that group was something that took some getting used 
to, especially considering the recent growth of the local 
urban community. 

“The urban category is so many things,” Ricketts ex- 
plains. “There were too many people, too many genres, 
too much stuff in that one category.” 

“We actually complained at first,” Ellis adds. “It actu- 
ally shocked me because that was a category filled with 
amazing people who have been doing this for a long 
time. We thought, “Well, cool,’ when we were nominat- 
ed. Then when we won, we were so surprised. It was 
fantastic.” 

The WCMA win was the culmination of two years 
of work spent on Truth Will Reveal, Souljah’s second 
_ full-length studio album, which was released back in 
February. In a terrible twist of fate halfway through the 
recording process, Souljah’s producer (and Calgary reg- 
gae royalty) Ibo was critically injured in a car accident 
~ with mastered copies of the band’s work in tow. 

“We were supposed to release that album a year before 
it came out,” Ellis explains. “Our producer almost died. 
He’s still recovering, and it's been almost a year anda 
half now. A couple of our good friends were in the car 
as well. Everybody had terrible trauma and injuries. So, 
after a couple months of getting used to this new world 
where we had almost lost our friends, we don’t have a 
finished album, and we don't have access to the files.... 
We had to redo everything. This was after almost a year 
into the work. For 52 weeks we went to Calgary, and 
after the accident I went twice a week. 

“Tt was a lot. I can’t listen to the album. I don't listen 
to it. Every time I try to put it in, | just start reliving 
the last two and a half years. Our keyboardist Paul [the 
2Tall one] said that when a piece of art is finished, it's 
Considered dead to the artist. You finish it and you put it 
Out there, you can’t revisit it all the time.” 
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But after all that, Ellis looks back on the last year and 
realizes that the music was part of the healing process 
too. “The lyrics meant something completely different 
to me after we finished the album,” she says. “We went 
through so much spiritual and emotional turmoil, when 
we got to the end I thought, ‘Oh my gosh, listen to this 
album.’ It’s like it was saying ‘Well, there you go.’ it's 
incredible that the songs helped carry us through to fin- 
ish it.” 


It’s Alive 

Despite all the memories that the album stirs up, El- 
lis feels differently about the songs in performance. “I 
don't know if I could do what some of those relics do, 
and do a song 55 years after it's been written,” she says. 
“But if you make it in the moment — and it's all about 
being in the moment — if you are able to live without 
all that extra stuff, when I’m singing you that song or 
playing it, it’s alive. It's feeding off of you, or if you're 
not there, it’s feeding off of this other guy. It’s a totally 
different experience.” 

If anyone can attest to the primacy of the live gig over 
the recording, it's the band that's packed more regular 
Sunday night gigs (yes, Sundays. In minus-40-degree 
winters. When buses don't run on regular schedules) 
than anyone else in Edmonton for years. 

So what is it about reggae that works here, in one of 
North America’s northernmost cities? How does the 
sweat-soaked lovefest of Marley translate to our arctic 
town? 

“Reggae fits in anywhere you want it to,” Ricketts 
says. “There's so many different styles to it. It's no dif- 
ferent than going to China and listening to reggae. I 
mean, there's country reggae.” He laughs. 

“Yeah, there is country reggae,” Ellis smiles. “I don't 
like it, but it’s out there. If you go anywhere in the world, 
even if they don’t know it,.once they hear it, people like 
it. Because reggae is universal: message-wise, protest- 
wise, struggle-wise. Why not in the ie where peo- 
ple don't think it’s being done? And it’s influencing all 
the popular music now. The basslines and rhythm of the 


guitars -- there’s so much dance hall. It's all about unity 
and people.” 

As for Souljah’s unique approach, it seems there's a 
little good-natured dissent among the ranks 

“L recently had a conversation with [legendary Ameri- 
can record producer and music executive] Clive Davis, 
who is doing some writing about women in reggae,” El- 
lis says, “and 1 agree with him when he says there are 
hardly any women doing it the way | approach it.” 

Ricketts jumps in with a playful jab: “It’s because I’ve 
been around a lot longer than you. When I grew up, 
there were a lot more women in reggae.” 

“I'm not saying there were no women in reggae — just 
the frontwoman,” she razzes back. “There's a difference 
between love reggae and rasta-driven reggae — there are 
tons of women in reggae, just not with the approach 
that I relate to. I don't feel like I can relate to singing love 
songs all day, that's not my stuff. I’m more into political 
protest than I am into, you know, ‘You left me.’ It’s just 
the lovers’ rock thing I’ve never been interested in.” 


No Ego, Just Love 

Indeed, to be a frontwoman is often synonymous with 
being a role model — and that’s a role Ellis prides herself 
on assuming, not only for other musicians, but for her 
daughter as well, greeting her fans with grace and tact 
instead of displays of ego. 

“It always takes me by surprise when that happens 
because I'm such a geek,” Ellis says. “I don’t even know 
how to pose for photos. Everyone in the band is total- 
ly normal, down to earth. We all love each other and 
get along. If anyone ever did get like that, I think we’d 
kick each others’ a ...” She points to her daughter and 


lets her “ass” trail off. “See, we don't ever really swear ~ 


or anything. We get some treatment at hotels where — 
they're assuming that we will. Like, Dorendurtllies 

hotel bed.” She laughs. He laughs too, perha 
ing why the hell he makes his hotel bed anyw 
so not that way. Like, we can count on ea 
be on time. That's really important to me — 
professional, good people.” 










MUSIC 


SE WE TAKE IT AND WASHIT IN A DIFFERENT KIND! 
OF BLEACH, AND THEN HANG IT OUT TO DRY, 
AND THEN SEE WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE. 





MUSIC PREVIEW « OL’ BLUES : BY FAWNDA MITHRUSH |842 words 


The New Old Blues Ghoir 





AGNOSTIC MOUNTAIN GOSPEL CHOIR 
Blue Chair Café, 9624-76 Ave. Dec. 19 (8pm). Tickets: $15, 
available at Blue Chair Café (989-2861). 





In the midweek crunch to get SEE 
ready for the holidays, | have a little 
trouble getting in touch with Peter 
Balkwill, the drummer for Calgary's 
Agnostic Mountain Gospel Choir. 
Amid our crack-scramble of e-mails 
and phone-tag, Pete says that there's 
a bunch of “rehearsals” going on, and 
just as I'm about to get in the car and 
track in him down in Cowtown my- 
self, he rings the office. As it turns 
out, he’s not even at band practice. 
He's preparing for a puppet show. 

“Two of us in the band are artistic 
directors of the company,” Balkwill 
says — that company being the ac- 
claimed Old Trout Puppet Workshop. 
That's right, the guys who brought 
you Famous Puppet Death Scenes, 
Beowulf, and The Unlikely Birth of 
Istvan. “This is our day job — the 
band is something we look forward 
to as a delightful diversion.” 

Its a pleasant surprise to find a 
drummer with some theatrical chops, 
and Balkwill makes sure to mention 
that his skills with marionettes help 
out behind the drumkit too. “They're 
both highly full-contact sports,” he 
says. “Puppeteering thickens your 
skin to be able to hazard the bars and 
clubs of Canada. We are not delicate 
puppeteers by any stretch of the 
imagination.” 

After a two-year venture out in 
Victoria, Balkwill returned to Cal- 
gary early last year as the “new old 
drummer” (aka the original drum- 


Burning Money Is Cool | So is buming album covers. At least ones with fun money printed 


mer) for the Agnostics, who have 
been kicking it old blues style in Cal- 
gary since 2001. 

As he was there at the inception 
of the band, it seems only right that 
Balkwill should reclaim his posi- 
tion for the band’s latest album, Ten 
Thousand, which came out earlier 
this summer and remains at the top 
of the CJSR charts even this month. 
(It's an excellent stocking-stuffer for 
thosé who appreciate the blues.) 

On the cover of their album is a 
$10,000 Hell bank note with a grin- 
ning bluesman in the centre. For 
those unfamiliar with Asian lore, 
Hell bank notes are a common form 
of ancestor veneration in China and 
Singapore, and other Asian cultures. 
If you burn one of these notes, so the 
story goes, your dead relatives will be 
able to buy cool stuff in the afterlife. 

“One of the ideas behind the Hell 
bank note was that if you didn't like 
the CD then you could burn the cov- 


er,” Balkwill explains, “and some old 
blues singer could afford a new pair 
of shoes in the afterlife, or maybe 
some strings fer his guitar. And he'd 
be quite pleased about that. In many 
regards, it nods to the old bluesmen 
who really spent their lives in the 
trenches and formulated this style of 
music which we're strongly indebted 
to.... We don’t want to claim entire 
ownership, so that's why there's this 
old bluesman on the cover instead 
of Buddha. Though I’m not sure 
why Buddhists would need money 
in the afterlife.” (Actually, Hell bank 
notes traditionally depict the Jade 
Emperor, the Taoist ruler of heaven 
— so it's not exactly a Buddhist idea. 
The Buddhists do the reincarnation 
thing, anyway. ) 

Balkwill describes the Choir’s take 
on the blues as something of a laun- 
dering of old styles. 

“A great deal of our music is mor- 
phed old traditional blues songs, or 


them. Cmon, you know you've always wanted to try it. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


directly inspired by, and for sure 
there are a couple direct covers. We 
take it and wash it in a different kind 
of bleach, and then hang it out to dry, 
and then see what it looks like. Then 
we put it on, and roll around in the 
dirt with it. And then it’s ours.” 

Their grind 'n’ wash methods 
seem to be working for them. The 
band got a positive reception during 
their recent summer festival tour of 
the U.K., which Balkwill chalks up 
to their genre's “primal” nature: “I 
think that really adheres to the mud- 
dy Celtic and the weird pagans root- 
ing about in the mud and attacking 
things and eating them raw.” 

As for the response in their home 
province, the band is pleased to see 
the range of people heading out to 
their shows, from spazzy punk kids 
to crotchety grandpas. “It’s partly the 
fervour with which we approach it, I 
think,” he says. “These guys, in their 
day, would have been punk rock- 





ers, so it's not that surprising that it 
would boil the blood in the young an 
archists. But it's interesting because 
you get traditional folkies who love it 
too, as abstract as it is. I find it crazy 
that it makes the young yahoos jump 
up and down and mosh, and the 
76-year-olds sit and listen.” 

The band has a couple New 
Year's resolutions to share too 
“There's a new CD in the mix,” 
Balkwill says. “And we've resolved 
to drive safer vehicles on tour that 
are better on gas, and to shake it up 
a little bit. There's a bit of a resolu- 
tion to throw the bonds of definition 
away, and to take the helmets off 
and charge ‘headlong into it and see 
what kind of cranial damage we can 
cause.” 

Which begs the question, what 
happened to their old tour vehicles? 

“Oh, we're hapless artists,” Balk 
will says. “We drive those things into 
the ground.” 





‘Arabian Nights | 40 Thieves wil release thei fist full-ength album atthe ARTery this Saturday PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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ALIBABA'S BROS 
40 Thieves 

The ARTery « Dec. 20 
$10 | At the door 


There once was a poor woodcutter who 
stumbled upon a magical cave where a pack 
of bandits hid its loot. He followed them to 
the cave and memorized the secret pass- 
word that unlocked the entrance. When the 
thieves left, he entered the lair and found the 
most magical treasure in the world —a gold- 
encrusted, album from an Edmontonian 
punk band. The woodcutter promptly ripped 
the disc to his MacBook and made hundreds 
of copies that he will be peddling this week- 
end under the guise of a CD release party. 





CATTLE 
The Heard 
Brixx «Dec. 20 
$10 | At the door 


The Brits are invading Edmonton this holiday 
season — this time with a self-improvement 
plan. The Heard prescription for happiness is 
simple: it requires all of us to drop our yoga 
classes and our weekly scream therapy ses- 
sions and instead join a local choral group 
and express ourselves through the tradi- 
tion of song. Of course, most amateur cho- 
ral groups tend to sound an awful lot like 
scream therapy sessions in the first place, so 
perhaps we should take their advice with a 
grain of salt. 





ARTIFICIAL PLASMA 
Fake Blood 
Pawn Shop « Dec. 19 - 
$20 | Ticketmaster 


These Limey bastards have a long list of 
influences that includes but is certainly not 
limited to: scissors, knives, scalpels, pliers 
saws, swords, and about 10 different kinds of 
tape. This proves two things: one, their stage 
show will be awesomely entertaining for 
anyone into home surgery; and two, Britis! 
DJs are pretty fucked up in the head. Joining 
the lads will be local disc jockeys DJ Degree 
and Battery; his royal rap highness Roland 
Pemberton III will also be filling dancefloor 
real estate at the gig. 
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“IT DOESNT MATTER WHAT ee WEDNESDAY NIGHT HEROES TOOK THEIR MONIKER AFTER DEE SNIDER (OF TWISTED SISTER FAME) QUIPPED: muy ic 


MUSIC PREVIEW » WE MOSH YOU A MERRY XMAS- BY TRENT WILKIE 578 wors 


The Littlest Hoboes Of Punk 


UR OWN WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
LEGENDS RETURN FROM 
EUROPE, BRINGING HOLIDAY 
MOSHING TO THE ALL-AGES 


CROWDS 


WEDNESDAY NIGHT HEROES 

w/ The Operators and Let's Dance. New City Suburbs 
(10081 Jasper Ave). Fri,Dec19 (Bpm). Tickets: $10 at the 
door (18+) 





_ w/Raygun Cowboys, Etown Beatdown & The Intensives, 


New City Suburbs (10081 Jasper Ave). Sun, Dec. 21 (8pm). 
Tickets: $10 at the door (all ages) 





What sounds more like Christmas 
to you: escaping your corny fam- 
ily members’ “too long” hugs and 
trying to stomach your druncle’s 
experimental eggnog? Or spending 
hours in a shoulder-to-shoulder Petri 
dish of a mall trying to find the per- 
fect gift for someone who only ever 
gives you sexually inappropriate gifts 
that you have to spend the rest of the 
holidays explaining to your trauma- 
tized family? Or taking a yo-yo tour 
of Edmonton and Calgary with your 
punk rock outfit while testing the 


_ regenerative capabilities of your 


liver? 


If you picked the last option, you 
may be a member of Wednesday 





after touring ol Europe. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


you get to the show and there are 
huge spreads laid out for you with 
loads of food. And then there's all 
the booze you can drink so you're 
basically leaving paralyzed. The 
sound check is at seven o’clock and 
you always get a hot meal with the 
promoter and the other bands and 
then you always have a place to stay. 
They'll hook you up with a hotel or 
hostel or there will be a flat attached 
to the club. Those were always the 


We Can't Feel Our Faces Anymore | That's basically what the Wednesday Night Heroes felt like when they returned to the YEG 


a 


the truckers take showers. My eyes 

are burned from the trucker ass.” 
And 

Wednesday Night Heroes want for 


what do the road-weary 


Christmas? Some downtime 


“First of all, we're going to be | 


taking a nice vacation Since our 
album cycle is finished, being past 
the two-year mark, we are going to 
take a break. Then when we feel the 
bug again, we're going to start to 
write another record. This year we 





“IN CANADA AND THE STATES, IT’S FUNNY, BUT I LIKE SEEING 
HOW MANY GAS STATIONS THERE ARE. I'VE SEEN WHERE 
THE TRUCKERS TAKE SHOWERS. MY EYES ARE BURNED 


FROM THE TRUCKER ASS.” 





Night Heroes. Either that or you're 
their parole officer. 

Wednesday Night Heroes will the 
there (Calgarrot) and back again to 
spread Christmas cheer, and to act as 
a medium for those masses who need 


_ to bea bit screamy and smashy. 


“Every December we feel like ev- 
eryone is inundated with really bor- 
ing office parties and really boring 


_ family functions,” says frontman 


Graeme MacKinnon, “so we just 
thought, “Why don't we do one great 
big party for the punk rock scene?’ 
We used to just do one all-ages show 
but we are going to do two shows be- 
cause there are so many other bands 
wanting to play it. 

“We did five months of touring 
around North America and Europe 
and we are feeling a little bit burnt 
out, so we thought that now was the 
time to let loose and have a great big 
rager with all our friends.” 

The European tour spoiled the 
band a little. They played mostly in 
Germany, but toured from Switzer- 
land to Italy and various other old 
world hubs as well. Gone were the 
six-hour drives between gigs and the 
constant road food, as well as the 
view into the showering habits of the 
wild trucker. 

“Touring over in Europe, you get 
treated so well,” MacKinnon says. 
“There were the short drives, then 





best. You didn’t have to spend any of 
your own money. 

“It was awesome,” he continues. 
“There were these old churches and 
castles you could see on your way to 
shows. In Canada and the States, it's 
funny, but | like seeing how many gas 


stations there are. I've seen where 


just want to concentrate on making 
the best possible record that we can 
make and that is why we want to take 
a break.” 

Let’s hope for their livers’ sake that 
2009 will bring some much needed 
rest for the wicked... or at least the 
awesome. 
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THE WEEK IT IS, BECAUSE IF YOU REALLY WANT TOLET LOOSE, YOU'LL DO IT WITHOUT CONCERN FOR TOMORROW. HIUSIL 


SECA NEW YEARS 


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 31 
RECME PARTY 
MICK SLEEPER 


JERK CHIC IRNBREAD 


CURRY © 


1+ RICE 


RED STAR 
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noliday issues hilt the stands al 7s early! 
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NeW YEARS EVE 

AT THE | 

EMPRESS ALE 
House 


Cc COLLEGE Z Ses 


Alberta’s leader 
in health care education 


Practical Nurse Diploma Health Care Aide Call 780-644-6000 


+ Largest program in Canada | Certificate 
| + High employment rates Your Quest. 


¢ Great job opportunities a Career starts here. 











10517 82 avenue 


Niet Dh Tek 


ANDOORI CUISINE+C 





a - ~ : . 
| 

CE MTURING daily lunch & dinner buffet EXCLUSIVE wine + beer menu | 
HAPPY HOURS daily 4-6pm EXOTIC INDIAN HOT HORS D'OEUVRES take out menu available | TO COMPLIMENT OUR FINE FOOD | 
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(COREVIEWS 


excitement. 





Indie 
LOS CAMPESINOS! 


(Arts & Crafts) 
dk tii 





Strange that France's Gojira 

should select the name 

of Japan's national giant 
radioactive lizard for their 
moniker when they're soni- 
cally much more in the line 
of an 80-foot robot: a lum- 
bering metal Goliath made 
of synchronized mecha- 
nisms grinding and spewing 
steam. The designation 
of metal is maybe a bit 
simplistic here — certainly 
| there are tonnes of guitars, 
" punch-press drumming, 
) and gravelly-shouty vocals, 
but there are no wanker- 
"fic solos, and none of the 
Pointless aggression of evil 
} Posturing that metal fans 
often have to tolerate in 
lyrics, Rather, frontman Joe 
Duplantier continues to 
Mourn a dying environment 
and waxes all philosophi- 
Cal about our shared fate 
through processed vocals 
feminiscent of proto-in- 
dustrialists like Killing Joke. 
What's hooked meis the 
barrage of musical motifs 
that make up each song, 
the integration of melody 
and electronic effects and 
the resulting headbanging 
Hugeness of it all. You just 
Need to add volume. 
SCOTT LINGLEY 











































| Wild, Frida Hyvonen recalls 


MIKE DEANE 
Metal Pop 
GOJIRA FRIDAHYVONEN 
The Way of All Flesh | Silence Is Wild 
(Prosthetic) (Secretly Canadian) 
kk kK kkk kt 


SILENCE 15 WILD 





On “Dirty Dancing,” the 
leadoff track from Silence Is 


being 14 and spending 


| afternoons with a friend of 
| her older brother, dancing 





to Kylie Minogue records. 
“It was almost like Dirty 
Dancing,” she says, “minus 
the United States.” But just 
when you think the song will 
settle for being an exercise 
in'80s nostalgia, Hyv6nen 
jumps ahead 15 years when 
she unexpectedly reunites 
with the boy, who's now a 
chimney sweep. 
A chimney sweep! That's 
typical of the unexpected | 
leaps Hyvénen makes | 
Over and over again on 
this album, which is like a 
Jens Lekman disc crossed 
with Rufus Wainwright. 
Occasionally her melodies 
meander, but there's not 
a single song on Silence Is 
Wild that doesn't contain a 
fresh or startling lyrical idea 
— usually several. On the 
Closing track, “Why Do You 
Love Me So Much,” Hyvénen 
shrugs off the idea that any- 
one could find her the least 
bit charming, but it's too 
late: she'll have captured 
your heart already. 

- PAUL MATWYCHUK 


We Are Beautiful, We Are Doomed 


Neither beautiful nor doomed, Los Campesinos! 
hover in Competent-but-boring rock purgatory 
on this album (their second full-length released in 2008 preceded by Hold On 
Now, Youngster... back in February). This limited edition CD/DVD sports some 
attractive and excessive packaging, but all that really amounts to is making 
you wish as much thought had been put into the music. The Welsh seven- 
piece plays sonically saturated, sloppy indie rock which is not bad, but also 
neither original nor interesting. The title track is typical: layers of instruments 
playing mid-paced, semi-emotional rock with a cathartic freakout ending 

It's just too calculated, and this lack of spontaneity robs most songs of any 


The one time they stray from this format they end up with the uneven, plod- 
ding, Bright-Eyes-on-Quaaludes-sounding “Heart Swells — Pacific Daylight 
Time,” and with this failure as their only change-up, by the end of the 10 songs 
on this album you will be tired of their lack of imagination. The album's not 

all bad, just stuck right there in the middle — if someone put it on at a party 
you wouldn't tell them to turn it off, but you wouldn't ask them who it is 
either because it settles into the background. Take the exclamation point off 
Campesinos and you have the right idea 


Rock 

THE KILLERS 
Day & Age 
(Island) 


kkk 








There are some very strange 


things on the latest from 


| this once-acclaimed, now- 


tolerated Las Vegas rock 
quartet: lounge saxophones, 
steel drums, and straight- 
faced lyrics about “a blue 
jean serenade” for “some 
Cinderella ina party dress.” 
But don’t plug your ears 
entirely yet. While Brandon 
Flowers still hasn't looked 

up “hubris” in the dictionary | 


| 
—and his lyrics really are for | 


| the most part inexcusable 
—he can still knock out a 


solid upper-register melody, | 
and that same unchecked | 
ambition leads his band- 
mates down some strangely 
captivating avenues. The 
first three songs are par- 
ticularly strong, spinning off 
in unpredictable directions 
without sacrificing any of 
their catchiness, The Killers 
have always been better at 
glam flourishes anyway, and 
there’s not a thing wrong 
with the chugging synths 
and bass on “Spaceman,” or 
the more aggressive horns 
undercutting opener “Losing 
Touch.” And|uckily for us, in 
this day and age, cherry- 
picking from an uneven 
album is easier than ever. 
MICHAEL HINGSTON 
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GHE RLOC;. 
HOLMES 


west edmonton mall 

DEC 18-DEC 20 Jimmy WHIFFEN 
downtown =: 

DEC 18-DEC 20 Derina HARVEY 


capilano mall . 
DEC 18-DEC 19 Duane ALLEN 


THE SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB* 


Bourbon Street, 
West Edmonton Mall * 444.1752 


KARAOKE 


SUNDAY NIGHTS © 9 PM * 9PM ° HOSTED BY TERRA 
DRINK SPECIALS 


yop KNOW YOU WANNA 





THE SHERLOCK HOLMES PUBS 


BOURBON STREET, WEST EDMONTON MALL 


HOSTED BY TERRA WITH MR. E 


NO COVER 
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MUSIC BUZZ: MUNICIPAL HAPPENINGS | 601 words 


Hot Panda Hot Sauce! 





WILDLIFE FISH GRIWKOWSKY 


THE WEEK IN MUSIC SAW A 


| NEW RELEASE FROM A DOBRO 
PLAYER, BLOODY VOLCANOES, 


AND MORE CAROLYN MARK 





John Woroschuk is such a nice guy 
that he completely held back promot- 
ing his new disc. And why did he do 
that? The multi-instrumentalist, be- 
ing an integral third of Robin Hunt- 
er’s band, “didn’t want to steal any 
of his thunder.” But CKUA-loving 
Woody, as he’s also called, is ready to 
push now, 

“The band will be gigging soon,” 
he says, “with Robin, myself, and a 
drummer to be named later. We've 
been getting together to suss it out 
He'll be playing bass and singing, as 
well as myself. It’s more of an electric 
show, with new material and songs 
from Slight O Hand [the neglected 
disc] as well.” 

“| recently received an e-mail from 
a magazine in the states all about do- 
bro players called Resonance. I get to 
do a phone interview. Go figure! Me 
in with the likes of Jerry Douglas and 
Co. Chalk one up for us Canucks, 
eh?” 

1 wonder if Woody gets a pullout 
centrefold with a tastefully-placed 
wood instrument? Um, as it were. 

Speaking of double entendres, Hot 
Panda hot sauce? Chris Connelly 


explains: “This company in B.C. 


| makes hot sauce and they let us use 
| one of them. It’s got a smoky taste to 





Lucky Show | Carolyn Mark tests out the Empress’ piano as Sara Hart joins the jam on fiddle. PHOTO BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 


it with a strong pineapple flavor that 
comes on later. It’s called Hot Panda 
Volcano... Bloody Volcano, which is 
what the name of our album is gon- 
na be. Hopefully it goes over well at 
SXSW this year. We're selling it at 
shows and apparently the Blue Plate 
is actually ordering a case of it. We're 
pulling a Paul Newman.” 

Carolyn Mark blew through like a 
rainstorm this week, literally spray- 
ing herself with liquids in a killer 
set that she was supposed to merely 
headline, not play solo. NQ Arbuckle 
went home, unfortunately, after the 
convoy tagged a highway moose with 
their van — a deer got worse treat- 
ment awhile earlier. As we joked with 
Mark, nature was certainly making a 
rebound in Alberta until they hit the 
highway. Tolan McNeil was also a no- 
show, hitting that “I’ve had enough 
point,” as Mark put it, heading back 
to his utopian life of construction on 











the coast. 

Bringing back memories of Per : 
bina River Nights, Sara Hart 1 
from the Empress to Acoustic Mus 
Shop, borrowed a fiddle and wiggle! 
onstage for the second set. Man # 
was a good year for live music, bi} 
we'll look into that in the next cov 
ple issues. It ain’t over till it’s ove} 
homies. 

Still. Jumping the lemming line s/ 
you can support your local recor 
store before XXXmas, 
“twenty-nothing-eight” favourite 
in order of hottest love. CanCo! 
quotient is a complete fluke. 

(1) (TIE!) Chad Van Gaalen, Sor 
Airplane/Cadence Weapon, Ajier 
party Babies 

(3) The Dears, Missiles 

(4) Metallica, Death Magneti 
(reburned w/o two terrible radi 
songs) 

(5) Ladyhawk, Shots 

(6) Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds 
Dig, Lazarus, Dig!!! 

(7) The Whitsundays, The Whi! 
sundays 

(8) Robin Hunter and the Six fo 
Bullies, You Just Gotta Get Use! 
to It 

(9) Black Mountain, In the Futur’ 

(10) Stereo Image, S/T 

(11) Bison B.C., Quiet Earth 

(12) Mudcrutch, Mudcrutch (Tot 
Petty! Whoo!) 

(13) Various Artists, Give Me Love 
Songs of the Brokenhearted — Bagh 
dad, 1925-1929 

(14) Waylon Jennings, Live fro" 
Austin TX '84 

(15) GTA IV: Vladivostok FM (ut 
official release, ‘torrent-only Russ! 
rap) -. 
Special Mention: BBC's Ashes" 
Ashes soundtrack, as fine a DJ tod! 
as is imaginable, and Girl Talk's Feel 
the Animals, which, like most thing 
these days, is all about stealing and 
personalizing music — an ever-* 
panding practice despite all indust!) 
doomsday. warnings. 


here's m 
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HURSDAY 


his/Club Nights 
DANCE CREW TOUR EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE, 
1556 - 892 70TH ST. First show, all ages, doors at 5 p.m. 
cond show, no minors, doors at 9 p.m. 
OVE BOS NEW CITY 10081 JASPER AVE. Dexter Nebula 
d Anarchy Adam. Every Thu. 


a 2940 CALGARY 

mR. Dueling piano shows every Thu 8 p.m., Fri & Sat 9 p.m. 
JORDEN AND MO LEFEVER MURRIETA’S BAR AND 
10612 WHYTE AVE. Doors at p.m. 


Pop & Rock 
ICHAEL RAULT WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS, 8120 1015T 
I With Gretna Green and Doug Hoyer. Doors at 9 p.m. 
SICK TRANSIT XXXMAS PARTY THE PAWN SHOP, 2ND 
FLOOR, 10551 82ND AVE. With Sick City and Thee Hot Busi- 
ess, Doors at 8:30 p.m. 


FRIDAY 


Alternative 
(TALYST CASINO EDMONTON, 7055 ARGYLL RD. 
DNESDAY NIGHT HEROES NEW CITY, 1008] JASPER 
VE. With The Operators, Let's Dance, and the Old Wives. 
Doors at 9 p.m. 


Blues & Roots 

STER LUCKY XWRECKS, 9303 SOTH ST. 
"AGNOSTIC MOUNTAIN GOSPEL CHOIR BLUE CHAIR CAFE, 
9624-76 AVE. 


DJs/Club Nights 

IAKE BLOOD THE PAWN SHOP, 2ND FLOOR, 
1055] 82ND AVE, With Degree, Battery, and 
Roland Pemberton Ill. Doors at 9 p.m. 


Jazz 

DUELING PIANO SHOWS THE 
ORY CLUB, 2940 CALGARY TR. 

‘Dueling piano shows every Thu 8 

pm. Fri& Sat9 p.m. 


Pop & Rock 

MADISON DRIVE YELLOWHEAD 

CASINO, 12464 153RD ST. 

MOURNING WOOD URBAN LOUNGE, 10544 

WHYTE AVE. 

RED HOUSE EDDIE SHORTS, 10713 124TH ST. Doors at 9:30 
BM. 


v Hi-Fi Audio System 


53 Technology 


é 


SEXMAS THE STARLITE ROOM, 10030 102ND ST, With Capi- 
tal City Burlesque, The Frolics, and guests. Doors at 9 a.m 
TAG YOUR IT BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030 02ND ST. With 
Neal K, Dave Stone, Dane Gretzky and Bron. Doors at 9 p.m. 


CATALYST CASINO EDMONTON, 7055 ARGYLL RO. 


OH SNAP! THE TEMPLE, 10030 102ND 
ST. Degree & All Out Dds. 


DUELING PIANO SHOWS THE 
IVORY CLUB, 2940 CALGARY TR. 
Dueling piano shows every Thu 8 
p.m., Fri & Sat 9 p.m. 


CITY VOX HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, 151204 

STONY PLAIN RD. Doors at 8:30 p.m. 

FATTY JONES COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL, 552 
CALGARY TR. With RCR Retards. Doors at 10 p.m. 

THE HEARD BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030 102ND ST. With Mrs. 
Missle and Pre /Post. Doors at 9 p.m. 

HIP HOP FOR HUNGER THE STARLITE ROOM, 10030 102ND 
ST. With Souljah Fyah, Krystle Dos Santos and Poizunus 
MADISON DRIVE YELLOWHEAD CASINO, 12464 153RD ST. 
PARACHUTE PENGUIN THE STARLITE ROOM, 10030 102ND 
ST, With Violet Hour and The Skylife. Doors at 9 p.m 

STAND DOWN THE PAWN SHOP, 2ND FLOOR, 10551 82ND 
AVE, With The Red Limit and Looking East 


ND 
Alternative 
CELTIC MUSIC SESSION DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB, 9013 88TH 
AVE. Hosted by Keri-Lynne Zwicker from 4-7 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT HEROES NEW 
CITY, 10081 JASPER AVE. With E-Town 
Beatdown, Raygun Cowboys, and 
The Intensives. Doors at 9 p.m. 
Blue b 
JOSH PALMER BLUES ON WHYTE, 
10329 WHYTE AVE. 


JOEL GRAY THE BLUE PEAR, 10643 
I23RD ST. 


Logitech Harmony 890 


Cont 
Universal R e Control 


Secure Online Payment 
Next Business Day Delivery 


Qweego.com 


SAWADAYC ClecpRomiC CUPCRSPORE 
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ILL FIT OUTFIT NEW CITY, 10087 JASPER AVE. With Hector 
Fector and Trevor Tchir. 


TIICChA 


ANDY NIKIFORUK AND MARV GEMMELL [B'S PUB, #110, 
Z3 AKINS DR. ST. ALBERT Doors at 9 p.m. 


JIMMY WHIFFEN SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB, WEST 
EDMONTON MALL 

MIKE ROSTE BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030 102ND ST. Doors 
at9 pm. 

PAWN SHOP BROKER'S XMAS PARTY THE PAWN 
SHOP. 2ND FLOOR, 1055] 82ND AVE. With Headband and 
Brontoscorpio. 


MUSIC WEDNESDAYS AT NOON MCDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH, 10025 101ST ST. From 12:10-12:50 pm. Free 
sion, bring a bag lunch. Tea and coffee availabi: 
468-4964 


ALFIE ZAPPACOSTA JEFFREY'S 
CAFE & WINE BAR, 9640 142ND ST. 
DEC 19-DEC20 
ALLAN-LEE ROPCHAN AND THE 
BLUES BUSTERS SNEAKY PETE'S, 
12315 NBTH AVE., DEC 19- DEC 20 
Doors 9 p.m. 
TIM WILLIAMS BLUES ON WHYTE, 
9 WHYTE AVE. DEC 22 - DEC 23 


HANDEL'S MESSIAH FRANCIS WINSPEAR CENTRE, 9720 
1O2ND AVE,, DEC 19 - DEC 20 Bernhard Gueller conducts the 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra in this holiday classic. Doors 
at730 p.m. 


SANDY FOSTER JEFFREY’S CAFE & WINE BAR, 9640 142ND 
ST., DEC22-DEC23 

TERRY JORDEN MURRIETA'S BAR AND GRILL, 10612 WHYTE 
AVE, DEC 19 - DEC20Doors at 8 p.m. 


ISH JET NIGHTCLUB & SPORTS LOUNGE, 922134 


RINGTUNES 


Live Your L 
T.1. ft. Rihann 


Right Now (Na Na Na) 
Akon 


Love Lockdown, 
Kanye West 


Hot N Cold 
Katy Perry 


Rock N’‘Roll Train 
AC/DC 
Womanizer 
Britney Spears 
Poker Face 

Lady GaGa 


Decode, 
Paramore 


White Horse 
Taylor Swift 


So What, 
Pink 


TEXT 


HOT 
TO 4781 


To download the hottest tracks; 


ringtunes and more, 


© ROGERS: 
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HIBALLS & 
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BEER 


$25 


DEFAULT ¢ 03.1.2009 °$20 


STATE OF SHOCK e 27.12.2008 $15 
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LISTINGS (cont’d from pg. 27) 
DECI9-DEC20 

DERINA HARVEY SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB DOWNTOWN 
| 10012 I01A AVE,, DEC 16 - DEC20 

DUANE ALLEN SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB, CAPILANO MA 
DECI8 - DEC 19 

JIMMY WHIFFEN SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB, WEST EDMO) 
TON MALL, DEC 16 - DEC 20 

LYLE HOBBS ROSE & CROWN, #195, 10235 101ST ST. DEC 
16-DECI9 








DRUGS A PROBLEM? 


COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 


425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org OPEN STAGE 


FRIDAY 


COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL COAST TO COAST Pug 
AND GRILL, 552 CALGARY TR. Hosted by Leona Burkey. Doors 
at9pm. 


SATURDAY 


| BLUES ON WHYTE BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE 
Afternoon Jam, 4-8:30 p.m. Info: www.bluesonwhyte.ca 
CARROT ARTS COFFEE HOUSE THE CARROT COMMUNITY 
ARTS COFFEEHOUSE, 9351 18TH AVE. Music and poetry open 
mic.7-10 p.m. 
COAST TO COAST COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL, 552 
CALGARY TR. Hosted by Troy P. Wright. 9 p.m.-2a.m. 
EXPRESSIONZ CAFE EXPRESSIONZ CAFE, 20125 107TH 
AVE. First Sat of every month from 1-5 p.m. Hosted By Karyn 
Stirling. 
MOLSONS SATURDAY OPEN STAGE LB’S PUB, #110, 23 
AKINS DR. ST. ALBERT Hosted by Gord Macdonald. Molson 
Prizes and Beer specials. Sponsored by Molsons. Doors at 

2 430 p.m. 
COIS S Eee MORANGO’S TEX CAFE MORANGO'S CAFE, 1078 7TH 5 
Hosted by Tommy. 7-10 p.m. 


oO P cE NY ST. AG a i | THENEW TAPHOUSE THE TAPHOUSE, 9020 MCKENWY 
AVE. ST. ALBERT, Molson Open Stage hosted by Carmen 


ODELAY: DELUXE EDI 
10TH ANNIV! any) 
(180g 4LP B 











Please apply in person to Manager 
The Sherlock Holmes Pub on 10012-101A Aves DTWN 
or to roxannewells-devaneyeshawbiz.ca 


4G pect GOLDEN GLOBE NOMINATIONS 


8 P.M. EVERY WEDNESDAY : | Cook.3-7pm. 
BEST PICTURE _SOSTED EET ROONEO 7 | NDHY | 
DUSTER’S PUB DUSTER’S PUB, 6402 IIBTHAVE. Hosted by | 

| The Mary Thomas Band. 


EDDIE SHORTS EDDIE SHORTS, 10713 124TH ST, Hosted by | 
Rob Taylor, instruments and gear provided. 9 p.m. } 
HOOLIGANZ PUB HOOLIGANZ PUB, 10704 124TH ST. | 
Afternoon jam hosted by Rock'n Roll Kenny. | 
THE LOOP LOUNGE OPEN MIC LOOP LOUNGE, 36757. | 
YOU KNOW YOU WANNA ALBERT, STALBERT Hosted Lenny Band The (a: 
From 3-10 p.m. 
NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL ACOUSTIC OPEN STAGE 
NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL, 6108 90 AVE. Hosted by Willy 
James & Crawdad. Doors at 3 p.m. | 
O’BYRNES IRISH PUB O'BYRNE'S IRISH PUB, 10616 WHYTE } 
| AVE. Hosted by Joe Bird. 9 p.m. 
| ORLANDOS #2 OPEN STAGE 1/606 JASPER AVE. Hosted 
by Andrew White. Every Sun 3-8 p.m. Info: 780-451-7799 
SONG WRITERS STAGE HULBERT'S, 7601 1ISTH ST. Hosted 
MONDAY TO SUNDAY OPENAT 11:30 A.M. | by Rhea March. Info: www.Hulberts.ca. 


MONDAY 


THE IVORY CLUB THE IVORY CLUB, 2940 CALGARY TR. 

Hosted by Marty Vinko. 8 p.m. 

LB’S PUBLB’S PUB, #110, 23 AKINS DR,, ST. ALBERT Hosted 

by Shaved Posse: Ken, Fred, Gordie and Matt. 9 p.m.-12:30 

am. 

OPEN STAGE WITH JAKE IAN WUNDERBAR HOFBRAU 

HAUS, 8120 1O1ST ST. Every Mon at 9:30 p.m. With drums, 

bass, guitars and whatever else you would like to bring 

PLEASANTVIEW HALL PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HAL. 

10860 57TH AVE. Acoustic fiddle jam hosted by Wild Rose 0d 

Tyme Fiddlers Society. Info: Willy, 780-474-5270. 

ROSE BOWL ROUGE LOUNGE, 10111 117TH ST. Hosted by Mike 

= McDonald and Sherry-Lee Wisor. 9p.m.-I2a.m. 
nhs Be | Tuesoay 

sh oll a gh EAD TUESDAY OPEN STAGE LB’S PUB, #110, 23 AKINS 


7 DR., ST. ALBERT, Hosted by Mark Ammar and Noel (Big Cat) 
.S O N GW RI T E RS Mackenzie. Moosehead Prizes and Beer Specials. Sponsored 
+ by Moosehead Beer 
K THE DRUID THE DRUID, 11606 JASPER AVE. Hosted by Chis 
or EN SI reer Wynters. 9 p.m. 


REMEDY CAFE OPEN MIC REMEDY CAFE, 8631 109THST. 
Hosted by James and Tony. Doors at 7:30 p.m. Info: ace387@ 
hotmail.com. 

SIDELINER’S PUB SIDELINER'S PUB, 11018 127TH ST. All Sta 
Jam. Hosted by Alicia Tait and Rickey Sidecar. 8 p.m. 
SPORTSMAN'S LOUNGE SPORTSMAN'S LOUNGE, 8170 
50TH ST.Doors at 8 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY 


BLUEGRASS JAM PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL, 
10860.57TH AVE. Hosted by the Northern Bluegrass Circe 
Music Society. 7:30 p.m. 

CAFE BRITT CAFE BRITTI, 20 MCLEOD AVE. SPUCE GROVE 
Hosted by Paul LePage. 7-9 p.m. 

EDDIE SHORTS EDDIE SHORTS, 10713 124TH ST. Open|am. 
all gear provided. 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, 15120 ASTON! 
PLAIN RD. Hosted by Ido Vanderlaan. 7:30 p.m. 
HOOLIGANZ PUB HOOLIGANZ PUB, 10704 124TH ST. Host 
by Rock ‘n Roll Kenny. 7:30 p.m. 

LITTLE FLOWER OPEN STAGE Hosted by Brian Grees. 
Info: www.littleflower.ca/780-429-3624. 

STEEPS TEA LOUNGE STEEPS TEA LOUNGE, II1I6 WHYTE 
AVE. Acoustic open mic. Info: ljalbert@gmail.com. 





8 PM. EVERY THURSDAY + HOSTED BY NICOLE 


“a SOARING, CROWD-PLEASING 
=e FANTASY THAT'S A TALE OF 


A DANNY BOYLE Film 


slundog millionaire 


www.foxsearchlizht.com 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT STARTS FRIDAY! GARNEAU 
Check theatre directory or go to www.tribute.ca for showtimes 


28 « December 18 - December 24, 2008 - see magazine - edmonton agenda | newsSopinion | city life | music | on screen | arts | classifieds | sex | the tad 











ON SCTeEN 








MOVIE REVIEW -CROWD-PLEASER - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK (733 words 


JAMAL MAY BE THE ONLY PERSON WHO HAS 
LITERALLY 


TO GET AMITABH BACHCHAN’S AUTOGRAPH. 


A Price Above Rupees 


FOR A RAGS-TO-RICHES GAME- 
SHOW FAIRYTALE 





SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 

Directed by Danny Boyle and Loveleen Tandan. Starring Dev 
Patel, Freida Pinto, Inrfan Khan, and Anil Kapoor. Opens 

Fri, Dec19. 

tk kT 





If you hear a critic referring to a film 
as a “crowd-pleaser,” don’t be fooled: 
“crowd-pleaser” is not the term of 
ipraise that it appears to be. Critics 
don't consider themselves a part of 
the crowd, and so a crowd-pleaser is 
a film that other people like. Or got 
tricked into liking by a lot of sneaky 
directorial manipulation that the 
critic easily saw through. 
So let me make it clear that when 
I call Slumdog Millionaire a crowd- 
pleaser, I’m definitely counting my- 
self among the crowd, as smelly and 
gullible as they can sometimes be. | 
/was pleased by this movie's energy, 
| was pleased by its appealing young 
‘cast (consisting largely of nonpro- 
fessionals), I was pleased by its Dick- 
 ensian take on Indian life (in particu- 
lar, the vast, overcrowded slums of 
Mumbai), and I was pleased by the 
shameless rags-to-riches appeal of 
its central premise: an uneducated 
_ kid named Jamal (Dev Patel) appears 
_on the Indian version of Who Wants 
“to Be a Millionaire? and correctly 
_ answers question after question — 
not because he’s a secret trivia buff, 
_ but because each question miracu- 
_lously (perhaps even karmically!) 
corresponds to a key event from 
his life. 
As a lifelong game-show nerd, 
" some of the mechanics of this part of 
the plot bugged me — the real show 
would never ask a question that 





— but there’s 

appealing 
about the notion that this vast cloud 
of cultural information about history, 


cinchy for the jackpot! 


something _ irresistibly 


literature, songs, movie stars finds a 
way to filter down to the lowest level 
of society, forming a pattern of cause 
and effect that’s no less beautiful for 
being invisible. 

Jamal doesn't know how much he 
knows about the world. He knows 
what Rama looks like because of a vi- 
sion he had during the anti-Muslim 
street riot that killed his mother. He 
knows the 16th-century poet Surdas 
wrote the devotional song “Darshan 
Do Ghanshyam” because of a boy- 
hood encounter with a Fagin-like 
criminal who taught his army of 
street urchins to sing it. (He would 
blind them too, in order to make 


their begging more sympathetic to 
passersby.) And he knows Amitabh 


MahaRegis Philbin? 7 Dev Patel answers all the questions Anil Kapoor can throw at him in Slumdog Millionaire. PHOTO COURTESY OF FOX SEARCHLIGHT 


Bachchan starred in the 1973 movie 
Zanjeer because ... well, come on. 
This is India. Everybody knows Am- 
itabh Bachchan — although Jamal 
may be the only one who literally 
crawled through a pool of feces to get 
his autograph. 

The one thing Jamal knows he 
knows for sure is that he's in love 
with Latika, a girl he met when he 
was eight and whose fate seems in- 
tertwined with his, in a series of 
separations and reunions worthy of 
a storybook romance. (Or an Am- 
itabh Bachchan movie.) Keeping 
them apart are a gallery of gangsters, 
street criminals, showbiz phonies, 
sadistic policemen, and Jamal’s dark- 
angel brother Salim. Jamal puts in 
his time cooking in kitchens, fetch- 
ing tea at a telephone call centre, and 
even guiding tourists through the Taj 
Mahal. 





You Loved Him in The Visitor, You Sort Of Tolerated Him n Step Brothers | rn acne hans su 


Salen repr eae res par 
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Reading. PHOTO COURTESY OF FU FEATURES 





Add in the triumphant Bollywood 
dance number that concludes the 
film, and it could sound like directors 
Danny Boyle (whose eclectic résumé 
includes Trainspotting, 28 Days Lat- 
er, and the kids’ movie Millions) and 
Loveleen Tandan are methodically 
working their way down a checklist 
of stereotypical “Indian” images and 
settings, the way Baz Luhrmann did 
for his home country in Australia. 
But there's a big difference between 
stereotypes and archetypes, and I 
think Boyle, Tandan, and cinematog- 
rapher Anthony Dod Mantle bring 
just the right bigger-than-life tone to 
this material — the images are colour- 
ful without being merely picture- 
postcard pretty. It’s rare for even Bol- 
lywood films to bring their cameras 
into the inner streets of Mumbai, but 
Slumdog Millionaire's adventurous- 
ness was rewarded with remarkable 


images capturing the energy of this 
place (skyscrapers next to dumps! 
corrugated tin roofs as far as the eye 
can see!), as well as the grinding, 
systemic hopelessness of it all. 

Does the fairytale story, with its 
impossibly beautiful heroine and 
its impossibly virtuous hero, occa- 
sionally seem at odds with its grim 
setting? Sure, but no more so than, 
say, The Thief of Baghdad, to pick 
a movie set in a similarly exotic lo- 
cale. Slumdog Millionaire doesn't 
fetishize poverty, or say there's any- 
thing inherently ennobling about it. 
For all its fancifulness, it feels like 
it's talking straight, and it feels like 
it was made with Mumbai instead of 
just about it. 

Indeed, Boyle is apparently prepar- 
ing a Hindi version of the film for re- 
lease to Indian theatres. | bet it'll be a 
crowd-pleaser. 


DVD DICTATOR - THE MOVIES YOU MUST BUY THIS TUESDAY 





phew 


dorteage tsael Frances McDormand, 
John Malkovich, Tilda Swinton, Brad Pitt 


The Coen Brothers followed up No Country for 
Old Men with this slap-happy lark, an espio- 
nage thriller in which all the characters are id- 
iots. It’s probably the most star-studded film 
they've ever made, but the standout actors 
are on the sidelines: Richard Jenkins, playing 
asad-sack gym employee (and former Greek 
Orthodox priest); and J.K. Simmons, as the 
CIA superior who can't figurs out why the hell 
all the main characters are killing each other 
and finally tells an underling to “report back 


tome when this all makessense” 





SEXY JESUS! 

Hamlet2 

CAST | Steve Coogan, Catherine Keener, David 
Arquette, Elisabeth Shue 
overnight froma washed-up actor reduced to 





COMPLETELY AND UTTERLY UN-SEXY INCEST! 
Savage Grace 





CAS ame Stn lee 
Redmayne, Hugh Dancy 







abelow-minimum-wage teaching ob in Tuc- | thin 


son into the toast of the American theatre 






onscreen 





MOVIE REVIEW - MINDFUCK: BY MICHAEL HINGSTON | 70 words ; 


Eternal Darkness Of The Spotless Mind 


CHARLIE KAUFMAN'’S 
SYNECDOCHE, NEW YOREIS 
DEVASTATINGLY SAD, AND 
DEVASTATINGLY BRILLIANT 





SYNECDOCHE, NEW YORK 

Directed by Charlie Kaufman. Starring Philip Seymour 
Hoffman, Catherine Keener, Samantha Morton, Michelle 
Williams. Opens Fri, Dec 19. 

Kak kk 





Charlie Kaufman appeared on The 
Colbert Report last week to pro- 
mote his new movie, Synecdoche, 
New York. He's generally thought of 
as a brilliant but private artist who 
emerges from solitary confinement 
every few years with another surreal, 
logic-bending screenplay, but sitting 
beside Colbert, he seemed ... normal. 
Well-adjusted, even. He laughed and 
gamely played along with Colbert's 
faux-conservative rants against art 
and abstract thought, leaving the im- 
pression that he's a happy man who 
made a nice (if somewhat cerebral) 
movie about a man who stages a play 
about his entire life. 

This is not true. Charlie Kaufman 
may be a happy person, but his films 
have always been tinged with im- 
mense, existential tragedy, and Syn- 
ecdoche, New York is a homing mis- 
sile of devastation. We often think of 


art's redemptive power — that a truly 
great work can transform despair and 
pain into universal, lasting beauty — 
but for Philip Seymour Hoffman's 
Caden Cotard, his life’s masterwork 
does nothing but distract him while 
he gets older, sicker, and deader. 
Most synopses of the film attempt 
to describe Caden’s massive MacAr- 
thur “genius” grant, and the life-size, 
replica of New York City he con- 
structs inside a huge warehouse. But 
all that happens in the second half, 
and what takes places up front is es- 
sential for understanding what fol- 
lows. Caden lives in a small house in 
small-town Schenectady, New York, 
with his painter wife Adele (Cath- 
erine Keener) and their four-year-old 
daughter Olive (Sadie Goldstein). 
Both are relatively successful but 
bored with one another: Adele tells 
their marriage counsellor that she's 
fantasized about his death, while 
Caden’s breakfast conversation is 
limited to reading aloud from the lo- 
cal newspaper. (“Harold Pinter died! 
Wait, no, he won the Nobel Prize.”) 
The adorable Olive is the beat- 
ing heart that keeps them together, 
and Caden thinks their upcoming 
trip to Berlin, where Adele has a 
gallery opening, will reinforce their 
familial ties. But at the last minute, 
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she decides to take Olive by herself 
— and what starts out as a month 
apart stretches interminably longer. 
Meanwhile, Caden’s body seems to 
be decaying faster and faster, and no 
specialist can give him a decent an- 
swer. (Even there, he misses Olive: 
when her poo is mysteriously green 
early on, they brush it off; when 
his turns grey, or has blood in it, it's 
much harder to laugh about.) 

Not long after this, Caden gets the 
fateful MacArthur letter in the mail, 
and it’s only as the mock New York 
gets erected as his tribute to them 
that we remember Kaufman is also 
the film’s director. He eschews nearly 
all of the aesthetic glazes that his fre- 
quent collaborators Spike Jonze and 
Michel Gondry would have brought 
to such a visual premise, but doesn’t 
come across as nervous or inexpe- 
rienced behind the camera; in fact, 
he’s remarkably good at keeping the 
tone clear and letting the ridiculous 
setpieces speak for themselves. 

Another thing I was unprepared 
for about Synecdoche, New York 
was how much time passes. At one 
point an actor says, “Are we ever go- 
ing to get an audience in here? It's 
been 17 years.” Of course, the elastic 
timeline is just one of many ongoing 
narrative tricks, and Kaufman pulls 


, all manner of rugs out from under 


us — there’s the diary that Olive can 
seemingly write into from the future, 


Si - S > e 


Hoffman Versus Kaufman | Philip Seymour Hoffman decays piece by piece at Charlie Kaufman's hands in Synecdoche, New txt, | 
PHOTO COURTESY OF SONY PICTURES CLASSICS 





or the constant guessing game at 
whether we’re watching a scene set 
in the real world, or restaged within 
one of the myriad warehouses after 
having been incorporated into the 
script. And getting swept up in Kauf- 
man’s logic puzzles is among the 
biggest delights in modern cinema; 
at one point, the Caden from Ware- 
house #2 tells Hoffman that he’s tak- 
ing over as the play's actual director 
— and Hoffman consents. 


Synecdoche, by the way, is a lit-} 
erary technique in which a part of 
something stands for the whole of it, | 
Interpret that as you like — one likely 
version (perhaps Kaufman's) is that 
Caden’s unending misery is really 
all of ours, and that art can’t cure | 
anything. A question, though: does 
Synecdoche, New York undermine 
its own message if it’s also one of the | 
most innovative, touching, and abso 
lute best films of the year? 








MOVIE REVIEW - YURTS!: BY KATHLEEN BELL {512 words 


Steppe-ing Down The Aisle 


WEDDING COMEDIES ARE MUCH 
DIFFERENT IN MONGOLIA: 
JUST LOOK AT TUYA’S 
MARRIAGE 





TUYA'S MARRIAGE 

Directed by Wang Quanan. Starring Yu Nan, Bater, Senge. 
Metro Cinema (Zeidler Hall, The Citadel). Fri-Mon, Dec 19-22. 
kkk 





Tuya’s Marriage is a film both mag- 
nificent (with its panoramic shots 
of the Mongolian desert’s stripped, 
harsh landscape) and simple (with its 
sweet story of dedication throughout 
the most challenging of hardships). 
However, it is also wholly frustrating 
for those of us who like our movies 
to come with a little resolution. 

We start with a flash-forward, as 
Tuya (Yu Nan) sits fully adorned in 
beaded pink silk ceremonial dress, 
sobbing quietly on her wedding day. 
Tuya is a sheepherder — a difficult 
life made even more difficult by 
drought, bumbling neighbours, and 
a disabled husband, Bater (played by 
an actor named simply Bater), who 
lost the use of his leg trying to build 


- a well in hopes of making his fam- 


ily’s life easier. Tuya spends most of 


her day travelling across the desert 
to a watering hole, loading up her 
camel, and transporting water back 
for her sheep. It’s an arduous but not 
impossible task, until she discovers 
her neighbour Senge pinned beneath 
his three-wheeler. In stopping to help 
lift the vehicle, she puts her back out 
and, according to the doctor, could 
become paralyzed if she does any 
more damage to it. 

With Tuya no longer able to run 
the farm, she and Bater decide to di- 
vorce so that she can remarry some- 
one equipped not just to support her 
and her children — but also willing 
to support her old husband. And so 
she sets out on a wonderfully silly 
and sometimes upsetting search for 
a suitor. 

Tuya’s face is captivating, and so is 
the story of her toil. She is fiercely 
capable and far more willing to carry 
the weight of the world on her shoul- 
ders than to compromise. We rarely 
see her crack, and when we do it’s 
heartbreaking. For all you film geeks 
out there, think Mehboob Khan's 
Mother India, but far more modest 
and with less dancing. 

Director Quanan Wang warms up 


the chill of the Mongolian desert 
(which is shot, sand to sky, in grace 
ful but not grandiose frames) with 
Tuya’s love of Bater. He's an older and 
gentle man with a crinkled face who 
spends most of his time attending to 
the needs of their young daughter. | 
Wang sets forth a particularly dif 
ficult challenge for himself, in that 
he must capture a love story inside 
a love story — the audience wants 4 
loving and respectful new suitor to 
care for Tuya, yet at the same time, 
we do not want her to abandon her 
attachment to Bater. 

But as I noted earlier, Tuya’s Mar- 
riage ends in very much the same 
position it started, so instead of 3 
pleasing sense of conclusion, | wa 
left with an exasperated feeling as if! 
didn’t get anywhere — similar to rut 
ning on a treadmill. You could look 
at the movie as a statement on the 
never-ending labour that is required 
to simply survive Tuya’s brutal life 
style, or you could regard it as 3" 
exercise in filmmaking for exercis*s 
sake. Whatever the reason, instead 
of waiting impatiently for a climact! 
payoff, simply enjoy every momer! 
of this pretty little film. 
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HERRMARN’SHEAD THE ORIGINAL 1951 VERSION OF THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL WAS THE FIRST 





































HY IS WILL SMITH PLANNING 
‘0 KILL HIMSELF? SEVEN 
POUNDS TAKES A LONG TWO 
HOURS TO TELL YOU 


SEVEN POUNDS 

Directed by Gabriele Muccino. Starring Will Smith, Rosario 
son, Barry Pepper, Woody Harrelson. Opens Fri, Dec 19. 

9 aoa ae 


’m curious if Will Smith is ever go- 
ing to play a character that’s vulner- 
ble. The opening scene of Seven 
Pounds, in which Smith, as Ben 
Thomas, calls 911 to report that he’s 
about to commit suicide, gives hope 
that we might get to see someone so 
emotionally damaged that he sees no 
other answer but to end his life. For 
e first hour of the film, Thomas 
works diligently to reward people he 
thinks are deserving of his help (the 
ind that only IRS agents can pro- 
vide), clearly in an effort to atone for 
a paralyzing memory from his past 
ou can't help but wonder what ter- 
rible act he committed, which is in- 
riguing — for a while. 

However, director Gabriele Muc- 
cino (who previously worked with 
Smith on The Pursuit of Happyness) 
its so long to reveal why Thomas is 
relieving complete strangers of their 
burdens that one eventually loses any 
interest in the story altogether. Sure, 


JOVIE REVIEW « STAR VEHICLE - BY WARREN HAAS j 609 words 


Revenge Of The Smith 


brief flashbacks tell us that Thomas 
hada girlfriend and that he may have 
worked for NASA, but that’s really 
no reason for him to kill himself. is 
it? All we know is that he wants to 
give assistance to people who need it, 
but only as many as seven, a point 
conveyed to the viewer ad nauseam 
in hopes of heightening the melodra- 
matic impact of the film’s title 

When two of Thomas's beneficia- 
ries start figuring more prominently 
in the story, doubt starts to creep in 
about how jarring his past may be 
The first is Ezra Turner (Woody Har- 
relson), a “blind vegan virgin” who 
pays his taxes, but also plays piano 
to unappreciative mall patrons and 
lusts after a waitress, two things 
Thomas thinks he can help with. 
The other is Emily Posa (Rosario 
Dawson), a lonely woman — also a 
vegan — suffering from a heart de- 
fect. Though her tax problems are 
swiftly swept under the rug, she has 
emotional issues that also require at- 
tention. Thomas is all too happy to 
cater to her needs, going so far as to 
stay by her hospital bed all night and 
weed her garden. 

This is more or less the moment 
when it becomes obvious that, once 
again, Will Smith is playing a hero 
He is by no means portraying a vul- 
nerable and wounded man who can- 


= = ___ SCIENCE FICTION FILM TO USE A THEREMIN IN ITS S SCORE. ' 


not face living another day (as much 
as the script says otherwise); he is 
that one person who is willing to sac 
rifice his own well-being to change 
people's lives for the better. This is 
nothing new for Smith; we've seen it 
in I Am Legend, Independence Day 
Hancock, Hitch, et al ; 

His character goes to such lengths 
just to help a woman feel loved, a 
blind man to see, and to variously 
improve the lives of five others that 
you realize whatever he might have 
done in the past, it is surely voided by 
his current actions. And when reve- 
lations appear that Thomas might be 
responsible — but, more significantly, 
believes he is responsible — for the 
deaths of seven people, it doesn't 
seem so bad. Thomas is nothing short 
of a social-work superman when the 
time comes for the suicide scene that 
opens the movie to play out 





Unfortunately, the film never ex 


plains why such an individual is | 


supposed to be so captivating; per- 
haps I’m missing the deep insight 
offered by the tears of gratitude shed 
by the supporting characters. I do 
know this: Seven Pounds could have 
been a vehicle for Will Smith to fi 


nally give an emotionally devastat- 


ing performance, but, as is so often 
the case, he winds up looking pretty 
freaking great. 





































MAYBE SOMEDAY ALIENS WILL 
FORCE HOLLYWOOD TO STOP 
DOING POINTLESS REMAKES 
LIKE THE DAY THE EARTH 
STOOD STILL 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
Directed by Scott Derrickson. Starring Keanu Reeves, Jennifer 
Connelly, Kathy Bates, Jon Hamm, John Cleese, Now 

laying. 

werkt 


The term “pointless remake” is in 
Such wide use these days that it 
hardly registers as an insult. We ac- 
cept that everything good will come 
back shinier and hollower, with more 
bombast, less mirth, and stripped of 
all semblance of heart. Most of these 
do-overs don't even play at pushing 
Culture forward — their only con- 
tribution is newness, and even that 
Won't get them past opening week- 
end anymore. 

So: The Day the Earth Stood Still, 
Starring Keanu Reeves. What is the 
function of this movie, other than 
4% a calculated cash-grab? The 
1951 origin pleasant, laudably 
Straightforward sci-fi film in which a 
Space traveller (Michael Rennie) de- 
livers a firm warning t ie seo 

orld War Earth: if you 
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Keanu Barada Nikto! 


power to bring your petty, destruc- 
tive bullshit into space, you will be 
destroyed in order to keep the other 
planets safe. 

Of course, that’s not nearly enough 
to keep audiences entertained in 
2008, now, is it? So to keep things 
relevant, director Scott Derrickson 
and screenwriter David Scarpa make 
a truly baffling decision: they decide 
to ape Galactus. This means Keanu 
is now the spokesman for a shadowy 
project to destroy humanity out 
right rather than communicate with 
it, and the only way to make him 
change his mind is for a beautiful fe- 
male scientist (Jennifer Connelly) to 
tearfully convince him that humans 
haven't completely ruined the planet. 
In other words, he’s the Silver Surter. 
And, just like in last year’s colossal 
dud Fantastic Four 2, the weapon he 
unleashes is ... a cloud that makes 
things ciekaiee. 

But Connelly isn’t fighting evil 
weather systems by herself. Help- 
ing her out are a perpetually di- 
shevelled Jon Hamm, as a fellow 
scientist whose five o'clock shadow 
and loosened tie remain precisely in 
place over the course of several days, 
and Kathy Bates as the government 
official who won't let Keanu and his 


ends aan hc ci ik 


giant robot sidekick explain them- 
selves to the United Nations. Then 
there’s my personal favourite: John 
Cleese’s Professor Barnhardt, good 
friend to Connelly and who also hap- 
pens to be a Nobel Prize-winning 
scientist for — check your subtlety 
at the door — biological altruism, 
the process by which an organism 
acts against its own best interests 


for a greater good. Just like humans 
will have to in order to appease | 


Keanu! 

Then again, this is the kind of 
movie where Connelly’s plea for hu- 
manity is conveniently illustrated by 
the fact that she’s selflessly raising 
a resentful stepson (Jaden Smith) 
all by herself. It's kind of like aliens 
randomly selecting George Foreman 
to explain the intricacies of indoor 
grills. 

Yes, it's all contrived; more impor- 
tantly, it’s too vapid to even justify its 
own existence — particularly when 
held up against the original, which 
remains formidable. 1 accidentally 
saw it in IMAX and still felt nothing 
but outrage. 


But there is a silver lining: in these 


financially stringent times, movies 
this expensive and useless may be 


the first things to go. i 





The Pursuit Of Sappyness | Will Smith gives Rosario Dawson Seven Pounds of lovin’ in his new melodrama. PHOTO COURTESY OF 
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That’s An Affirmative | Jim Carrey gives the greenlight to everything in Yes Man. PHOTO COURTESY OF WARNER BROS. 


OPENING THIS WEEK 


SEVEN POUNDS 

Will Smith, Rosario Dawson, Woody Har- 
relson, and Barry Pepper star in The Pursuit 
of Happyness director Gabriele Muccino’s 
moody drama about a suicidal IRS agent 
with a mysterious plan to improve the lives 
of seven seemingly random people, including 


a blind man and a beautiful woman with a 
terminal heart ailment. 


SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 

Dev Patel, Freida Pinto, Anil Kapoor, and Irfan 
Khan star in co-directors Danny Boyle and 
Loveleen Tandan's urban fairytale about a 
poor, uneducated young man from the slums 
of Mumbai who wins the jackpot on the Indi- 


an version of Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? 
and then must explain to the suspicious au- 
thorities how he knew all the answers. 


SYNECDOCHE, NEW YORK 

Philip Seymour Hoffman, Catherine Keener, 
Samantha Morton, Hope Davis, and Emily 
Watson star in the directorial debut of Eternal 
Sunshine of the Spotless Mind screenwriter 
Charlie Kaufman, about a depressed theatre 
director whose life becomes consumed by 
his latest project, which involves building a 
life-size, fully populated replica of New York 
inside an enormous warehouse. 


THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX 

The voices of Matthew Broderick, Dustin 
Hoffman, Emma Watson, Kevin Kline, and 
Sigourney Weaver are featured in this ani- 
mated adventure about a bibliophile rat, an 
unhappy rat, and a bumbling servant girl 
who together help free their kingdom's im- 
prisoned princess. 


TUYA’S MARRIAGE 

Nan Yu stars in director Quanan Wang's blend 
of docudrama and romantic comedy about a 
poor Mongolian desert herder who arranges 
a sham divorce from her injured husband and 
goes in search of a replacement suitor who 
will marry her and continue to support her 
family. In Mandarin with English subtitles. 
Metro ‘Cinema: Dec 19-22 (Sat, Sun, Mon @ 7 
& 9pm; Fri @ 7pm) 


YES MAN 

Jim Carrey, Zooey Deschanel, Bradley Cooper, 
and John Michael Higgins star in Bring It On 
director Peyton Reed's comedy about a man 
who shakes up his boring life by deciding to 
say “yes” to absolutely everything. 


ALSO PLAYING 


AUSTRALIA 
A flopperoo, scored with didgeridoo. 
KI re 
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G6sest Pictu AWARD NOMINATIONS 


BEST PICTURE OF THE YEAR) 





GOLDEN GLOBE AWARD NOMINATIONS ® 
BESTACTRESS: BESTSUPPORTINGACTOR  BESTSUPPORTING ACTRESS RESTSUPPORTING ACTRESS, GEST CREENPLAY 


Meryl Streep Philip Seymour Hoffman 


Amy Adams 


Viola Davis John Patrick Shanley 


CNEWVORK, ROGER EBERT AGViaiiner Yeullagtiune 


“ONE OF THE BEST FILMS OF THE YEAR!" 


"he Se ie tke: EXPECT FIREWORKS! 
‘DOUBT WILL PIN YOU TO YOUR SEAT. 


The actors could not be better. Meryl Streep is unmissable and unforgettable. You may 
have doubts about which side to choose, but there's no doubt about this mind-bender. 


IT IS EXPLOSIVE.” 


Entertainment Weekly 


“FOUR PHENOMENAL PERFORMANCES. 


Philip Seymour Hoffman is fantastic. A record-setting 15th nomination is a given for Meryl Streep’s 
commanding performance. This adaptation of John Patrick Shanley’s Pulitzer Prize-winning play 


WILL GET PEOPLE TALKING: 


MIRAMAX 





maplepictures.com 


BOLT 

Surprisingly zippy computer-animated cor 
edy about a canine TV hero forced to feng 
for himself in the real world. Not quite up t, 
Pixar standards, but a solid Kung Fu Pand, 
level crowd-pleaser. 

KK I 


FOUR CHRISTMASES 

Surviving Christmas, Christmas With the 
Kranks, Deck the Halls, Jingle All the Way 
Fred Claus, Christmas in Wonderland... now 
this lame Reese Witherspoon/Vince Vaughn 


comedy takes its place in the pantheon of 


lousy holiday movies. 
bo aka aXd 


MILK 
With Gus Van Sant behind the camera, you'd 
expect this biopic about slain politician ang 
gay-rights activist Harvey Milk to be more 
stylistically adventurous. But Sean Penn ang 
Josh Brolin are both fantastic, the recreation 
of late-'70s San Francisco is vivid and joy 
| ous, and God knows the political message 
couldn't be timelier. 
KKK 





NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS 

An attempt to do for Hispanic audiences 
what Tyler Perry has done for African-Amer 
icans: create an overstuffed mix of broad 
family comedy and melodrama — with a lot 
of Christmastime sentiment poured over top 
of it all. Pleasant and utterly forgettable 
KK 





PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 

We jactually kind of like the 2004 Punisher 
rope — the one with Thomas Jane and John 
Travolta — and so we were actually look- 
ing forward to this reboot of the franchise 
But even with a scene where the bad guy 
punches his fist through another guy's face, 
we were disappointed. 

Kk eT 


RACHEL GETTING MARRIED 

This absolutely sublime ensemble drama 

starring Anne Hathaway as a drug addict 
| attending her sister's wedding is a welcome 
| return to form for director Jonathan Demme 

whose optimistic vision of a multicultural 
| America, embrace of humanity in all its 
flaws, and love of great music have nevel 
been more evident. 
KK Ik 


TRANSPORTER 3 
Trash, but enjoyably fast-moving trash, wit! 
a healthy sense of Its own ridiculousness 
Anda healthy number of scenes where Jas0" 
Statham takes his shirt off. 
| teers 
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BEYOND THE BLURBS : ALTERNATIVE CRITICS HAVE THEIR SAY 










James Rocchi, Cinematical | “There are so many 
es: going on in Synecdoche, New York 


— deadpan jokes and weird set design, per- 


verse reversals and leaps in time, the strong 
possibility that our protagonist may not 
be living these events but dreaming them, 
or may not even be real, or alive — that 








one can feel curiously challenged to actu- 
ally care. Synecdoche, New York is the kind-of 
Movie that inspires more intellectual com- 
Parisons — It's 8% for our modern age! It's 
a post-Woody Woody Allen film! It's Jacob’s 
Ladder for New Yorker subscribers! — than 
emotional responses. Synecdoche, New 
York might be easier to analyze than enjoy, 
easier to think about than feel. Over time, | 
think Charlie Kaufman's directorial debut 
is going to inspire more puzzlement than 
Passion.” 
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8712-109 STREET © 433-0728 


SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 14a 
Fisues 6:50, 9:10; Sa & Sun matinees 2:00, Violence. Closed Dec. 24 & 
ry 


10337 - 82 AVENUE # 433.0728 








SYNECDOCHE NEW YORK 14h 
Flues 645, 910; Sot & Sun matnees 2:00, Coase language, nudity 
THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PAJAMAS °G 


frelues 7:00; Sat & Sun motinees 1:00. Mature themes, disturbing com 
eat 








RACHEL GETTING MARRIED 14a 
firlns 9-00; Sot & Sun motiness 3:00. Coorse language, mature themes 
PARKLAND 
205 Main Steet, Spruce Grove © 967-2332 - 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX Tea 


Nightly 6:55, 9:05 (exduding Dec. 24); motinees Sot Sun Mon Tues & 
Wed 12:45, 3:10. 





14A 
10; (excluding Dec. 24); motinees Sat Sun Mon Tues & 





SEVEN 14A 
Nightly 6:45, 9:30; (excluding Dec. 24); matinees Sat Sun Mon Tues & 
Wed 12:50, 3:30. Mature themes. 

FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 
Nightly 7:10, 9:00 (exduding Dec. 24); mofinees Sat Sun Mon Tues & 
Wed 1:05, 3:05. Crude content, longuoge may offend. 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL PG 
Nightly 7:00, 9:15 (exduding Dec. 24); motinees Sat Sun Mon Tues & 
Wed 1:10, 3:15. 
































BOLT G 
Nightly 7:15, 9:10 (exduding Dec. 24); matinees Sat Sun Mon Tues & 
Wed 12:55, 3:00. 
TWILIGHT PG 
Nightly 7:05 (excluding Dec. 24); matinees Sot Sun Mon lues & Wed 
1:15, 3:25. Violence. 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 14A 
Nightly 9:25 (exduding Dec. 24), 

9828-101A AVENUE (ZEIDLER HALL, CITADEL THEATRE) © 425-9212 
SURE SHOT DOMBROWSKI PG 
ec 18, 7:00. Not recommended for young children. ws 
TUYA’S MARRIAGE STC 
Dec. 19, 20, 21, 22; 7:00; Dec 20, 21, 22, 9:00. 
EDMONTON TONIGHT STC 
Dec. 19; 10:30. 





GRANDIN THEATRE 


GRANDIN MALL, SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL AVE., ST. ALBERT © 458-9822 
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SOUTH EDMONTON 
525 99 Steet © 436-9585 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX G 
Frelues, Thurs 12:00, 2:20, 4:45, 7:10 Wed 12:00, 2:20, 4:45, 
7:10. No pase 
SEVEN POUNDS 14A 
FréTves, Thurs 1:20, 4:10, 7:00, 10:10; Wed 1:20, 4:10, 7:00. Moture 
themes. Ho passes. 





YES MAN PG 
FreTues 12:50, 3:20, 7:15, 10:30; Wed 12:50, 3:20, 7:15; Thurs 12:50, 
3: 





7:15, 10:20. Mature themes. No passes 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL PG 
Frelues 12:00, 12:30, 3:10, 3:30, 6:40, 7:30, 9:10, 10:20; Wed 
12:00, 12:30, 3:10, 3:30, 6:40, 7:30; Thurs 12:30, 3:30 
No passes. 








RAB NE BANA DI JODI (HINDI W/E.S.T.) PG 
Frees, Ths 12:15, 4:00, 8:00; Wed 12:15, 4:00 

PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 18A 
Flues 7:10, 9:30; Wed 7:10. Gay scenes, ul Vln, 
FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 


FriTues 12:10, 2:40, 5:00, 7:20, 9:50; Wed 12:10, 2:40, 5:00, 7:20: 
Thurs 12:10, 2:40, 5:00, 7:15, 9:50. 

Language may ofend, crude coment: J 2=<" 
MILK 14A 
FreTues 12:40, 3:45, 6:50, 9:50; Wed 12:40, 9:45, 6:50; Thurs 12:40, 
3:45, 6:50, 9:50. Coarse language, a ee 
AUSTRALIA PG 
FriFTues 2:00, 6:30, 10:00; Wed 2:00, 6:30. Violence, languoge may 
offend. 





TRANSPORTER 3 4A 
Fires 1:10, 4:20, 7:15, 10:10; Wed 1:10, 4:20,7.15, 
BOUT 6 
Fre Weed 1:30, 4:00; Frues, Thus 12:10, 2:30, 450, 7:20, 9:40; Wed 
12:10, 2:30, 450, 7:20. : 
TWILIGHT PG 
Fries 1:15, 4:40, 7:30, 10:30; Wed 1:15, 4:40, 7:30; Thus 1:15, 
440,7:20, 10-20, Vien. 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 

Fives 1:00, 3:50, 7:00, 9:40; Wed 1:00, 350, 7:00; Ths 1:00, 
3:50, 6:45, 9:40 











MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 6 
fies, 11:50, 2:20, 4:0, 6:45, $00; Wed 11:50, 2:20, 4:30, 645. 
ROLE MODELS 14a 


Fri, Sulues 1:45, 4:15, 6:45, 9:15; Sot 4:15, 6:45, 9:15; Wed 1:45, 
4215, 645. Cone lane cud ce. ei 
METROPOLITAN OPERA: THAIS STC 
Sot 10:00. 


BEDTIME STORIES 6 
Thar 12:00, 2:20, 5:00, 7:90, 10.00, No posses. 
MARLEY & ME 

Thurs 1:15, 4:15, 7:40, 10:30. No passes. 


THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON 
Thers 12:15, 4:00, 8:00. Not recommended for young children, 
coarse language. No passes. 


8| 38) 








THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL PG THE SPIRIT ee smc 
Fisues 3:05, 4:50; Wed 3:05.. Ts 1:30, 4:00, 740, 10:90, Z 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA G VALKRIE PG 


Frrlues 3:50, 4:50; Wed 3:05. 


Thus 1220310, 650, 945, Vk, cag 
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frelues 12:50, 6:45, 9:00; Wed 12:50. 














QUANTUM OF SOLACE 14A 
Fries 9:10. = = 
BOLT G 
FreTues 12:45, 2:50, 4:55, 7:10; Wed 12:45, 2:50. = 
YES MAN MA 
Frrlues 1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 7:15, 9:15; Wed 1:15, 3:15. No passes. 

TALE OF DESPEREAUX 6 


Frees 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 6:50, 8:40; Wed 1:00, 3:00. No passes. 


4702-50 St, Leduc © 986-2728 
FOUR CHRISTMASES. PG 
Nightly 7:10, 9:15; matinees Sat & Sun 1:10, 3:15. Language may 
offend, cude content. 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STEAL PG 
Nightly 7:05, 9:25; matinee Sat/Sun 1:05, 3:25. 


YES MAN 

Nightly 7:00, 9:20; matinges dally 1:00, 3:20. 
OF DESPEREAUX 

Nightly 6:55, 9:10; matinees daily 12:55, 3:30. 


WETASKIWIN CINEMA 4 PLEX 


3840-56, Wetaskiwin © 352-3922 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
Nightly 7:00, 9:25; matinee Sat/Sun 1:00, 3:25. 
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TWIUGHT PG 

Nightly. 6:55, 9.35; matinee Sat/Sun 12:55, 3:35. Violence. 

YES MAN 4A 
7-00, 9:20; matinee daly 1:00, 3:20. 

TALE OF DESPEREAUX 6 


Nightly 6:55, 9:10; matinee daily 12:55, 3:30. 


pousT 
Thurs 1:40, 4:15, 6:50, 9:45 
NORTH EDMONTON 

WIR 19TH Avene #7322203 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX 6 
Frelues 12:10, 2:20, 4:35, 7:00, 9:10; Wed 12:10, 2:20, 4:35, 7:00; 
Thurs 4:35, 700,9:10.Noposses. 
SEVEN POUNDS 4A 
FreTues 1:20, 4:10, 7:10, 10:00; Wed 1:20, 4:10, 7:10; Thess 4:10, 
7:05, 10:00. Mature themes. No passes. 
YES MAN PG 
FreTues 12:20, 2:45, 5:15, 7:40, 10:20; Wed 12:20, 2:45, 5:15, 7:40, 
Thurs 5:15, 7:40, 10:20. Mane themes. No pases, 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
Frelues, 12:15, 1:30, 2:40, 4:00, 5:10, 6:40, 7:50, 9:20, 10:25; Wed 


12:15, 1:30, 2:40, 4:00, 5:10, 6:40, 7:50; Thus 3:40, 6:40, 9:20. 
No passes. <2 


FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 
Flues 12:40, 3:00, 5:20, 7:45, 10:10; Wed 12:40, 3:00, 5:20, 7:45; 


Thurs 5:20, 7:45, 10:10. Longuoge may offend, crude content 





3) 














AUSTRALIA PG 
FreThus 12:50, 4:20, 8:30; Wed 2:10, 6:20 
Vidence, language may offend. 

3 14k 
Frélues 2-00, $:30, 8:00, 10:30; Wed 2:00, 5:30, 8:0, 7 





rah 10, 3:40; Thurs 4:45, 7:15, 9:40; FrrTues 12:00, 2:30, 4:45, 
7:15, 9:45; Wed 12:00, 2:30, 4:45, 7:15. 


TWILIGHT 
Flues 1:00,3:50, 6:50, 9:40; Wed 1:00, 3:50, 6:50; Thurs 3:50, Pet 








ee 


agenda | newsBopinion| city life | music| on screen | arts | classifieds | sex] the back 





Jeffrey Wells, Hollywood Elsewhere | “During the 
first 50 minutes or so, | said to myself, ‘This 
is my kind of deal.” Smart-guy material, 
wise and witty, at times almost elevating, 
at times surreal, performances that strike 
the chords just so. But it began to wear 
me down. | could feel my interest ebb- 
ing. | didn't hate what was going on, but | 
found myself wishing nonetheless that all 
these dithering neurotics would get over 
themselves and ... | don't know, go rob a 
bank or move to rural China or something 





ONLY SIX EPISODES, BUT AHALL-OF-FAME WRITING TEAM ONE OF CHARLIE KAUFMAN'S EARLIEST WRITING GIGS WAS ON THE STAFF 
____OF THE DANA CARVEY SHOW, ALONGSIDE STEPHEN COLBERT, RO 


The story tension in Synecdoche, New York 
is zilch. And later with the shots of pink 
urine and bloody stools sitting in the toilet. | 
don't care how lame this makes me sound, 
but I'll put up with no more than one hu- 
man waste shot in a film. Here there are 
three.” 


Dana Stevens, Slate | “| love a glum take on 
the human condition as much as the next 
guy. But Beckett was Beckett because he 


BERT SMIGEL, AND LOUIS C.K. 


3 Ons 





managed to write about what my endear 
ingly depressive brother once called ‘the 
slow conveyor belt towards death’ in a way 
that made you glad you were along for 
the ride. It's wonderful to be allowed once 
more inside the many mansions of Charlie 
Kaufman's brain — | hope he never stops 
writing and sever stops grappling with 
the big questions, the corny embarrassing 
ones about why we live and love and die. 
| just never want to have to see this movie 


again.” 





T 


SHOWTIMES DECEMBER 18-24, 2008 
GARNEAU Sa 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE 14a 
FiéToes 1:40, 4:30, 7:30, 9200, 10:15; Wed 1:41 
Thurs 4:30, 7: 





10, 9:50 





MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA G 
Fitlues 12:30, 2:50, 5:05, 7:20, 9:30; Wed 12:30, 2:50, 5:05, 7:2 
ROLE mopeis 14A 
fi, S 0, 7:25, 9:50; § b) 0; We 

4550, 7:25 

METROPOLITAN OPERA: THAIS SIC 
Sat 10:00. 

BEDTIME STORIES G 
Thurs 5:30, 7:50, 10:30. No passe 

MARLEY & ME PG 
Thurs 4:00, 7:20, 10:05, No passes. 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON PG 


Thuts 4:20, 8:30. Hot recommended for young childven, coorse language 
No passes. 


THE SPIRIT SIC 
Thurs 5:00, 8:00, 10:40. 

VALKYRIE PG 
Thurs 4:40, 7:30, 1615. Violence, coarse langouge 

DOUBT sic 
Thurs 3:30, 6:30, 9:00 


CITY CENTRE 9 CINEMAS 

___SRD FLOOR PHASE IL, 101 st. 8 102 AVE ® 4217020 
YES MAN PG 
Frees 1:10, 3:40, 6045, 9:30; Wed 1:10, 3:40, 6:45; Thur 3:20, 7:10, 
950. Maton themes: Wo'peses, ee 
SEVEN POUNDS 14h 
Freloes 1:00, 3:55, 6:40, 9:40; Wed 1:00, 3:55, 6:40; Thurs 3:50, 
6:45, 9:55. Mature themes. 





BOLT IN DISNEY DIGITAL 2 6 
rns 115,335,100 $25; Mad 1.15, 935, 7.00 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL PG 


FreTues 12:55, 3:30, 6:50, 9:50; Wed 12:55, 3:30, 6:50; Thurs 3:00, 
6:35, 9:00. No posses —— 
AUSTRALIA PG 
FrrWed 12:30, 3:50, 7:10. Language moy offend, violence. 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX G 
Fries 12:50, 3:10, 7:15, 9:45; Wed 12-50, 3:10, 7:15; Thars 3:30, 
710, 9:30 ‘ 2 = 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 4A 
Fri 6:35, 9:10; SatTues 12:40, 3:15, 6:35, 9:10; Wed 12:40, 3:15, 
6:35, = = 
TWILIGHT PG 
Fri 6:30, 9:15; SoMTues 12:35, 3:20, 6:30, 9:15; Wed 12:35, 3:20, 
6:30 
FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 
Fretues 12:45, 3:25, 6:55, 9:20; Wed 12:45, 3:25, 6:55. 
Language moy offend, cude content. ae, 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON — PG 
Thos 3:40, 8:00. Not recommended for young chidren, coorse languoge 
No passes. 4 ne. 
BEDTIME STORIES 6 
Thurs 3105, 7.00, 9:35. Noposses i 
VALKYRIE PG 
Thurs 3:35, 6:40, 9:50. Violence, coarse language. 











DOUBT sic 
Ths 3:10, 6:55, 9:20. AL 
THE READER 18a 
Thus 3:15, 6:30, 910, Sex conte 

CLAREVIEW 10 CINEMAS 


4211-139TH AVENUE © 4727000 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA & 
Fri 4:15, 6:35, 8:90; Sorlues 2:00, 4:15, 6:35, 8:50; Wed 2:00, 4:15, 
6:35, et 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE MA 
FA 4:25, 6:55, 9:15; SoMlves 1:35, 4:25, 6:55, 9:15; Wed 1:35, 4:25, 
Lee ieee 
TWILIGHT PG 
Fri 4:10), 6:50, 9:25; Satlues 1:30, 4:10, 6:50, 9:25; Wed 1:30, 4:10, 
650; Thurs 6:30. Vidlence, 

BOLT IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D ; 6 
Fri 4:40, 7:00, 9:20; Satloes 2:10, 4:40, 7:00, 9:20; Wed 2:10, 4:40, 
7:00. 

FOUR CHRISTMASES 

Fri 4:30, 7:25, 9:35; Sotlues 1:25, 4:90, 7:25, 9:35; Wed 1:25, a 
6:50; Thurs 4:30, 9:15. Gude content, language may offend. 




















TRANSPORTER 3 VA 
Fri 4245, 7:15; Saves 1:50, 4:45, 7:15; Wed 150,4:45, 700. 
NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS PG 
Frefoes 9:40, 

‘THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL PG 


F 4:50, 7:20, 9:50; SotSun 1:10, 4:50, 7:20, 9:50; MorrTues 1:10, 
7.20, 9:50; Wed 1:10, 4:50, 7:05; Thurs 5:00, 7:25, 9:50. No 


passes. 


‘YES MAN PG 
Fri Thurs 4:35, 7:10, 9:45; Sotves 1:40, 4:35, 7:10, 9:45; Wed 1:40, 
4:35, 7:05. Mature themes. No posses. 








THe TALE OF DESP EREAUX G 


D0; SotTue 6-40, 9:00; Wed 1:20, 4:20, 











SEVEN eet 14a 
fr 3:50, 6 1 45 9-30: Wed 1:00, 3:50, 
MARLEY & ME PG 
burs 4:10, 6°50, 9:3 

Liss CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON PG 

10, 8:30. Not recommended for young children, coarse language. 

THE SPIRIT STC 
Thurs 4:40, 7:15, 9:40. 

VALKYRIE PG 
Thex 3:50, 6:35, 9:20. Vilence, coorse longunge 

BEDTIME STORIES G 


Thurs 4°25, 7:00, 9:30. No passes. 


11) AVENUE & GROAT ROAD © 455-8726 
°G 
20; Solves 12:45, 3:20, 6:45, 9:20; Wed 1245, 3:20, 
‘ 9:35. Manwe themes No posses 
FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 
Fri 7:20, 9:45; Solves 12:55, 3:10, 7:20, 9:45; Wed 12:55, 3:10. 
Longuage may offend, crude content 








QUANTUM OF SOLACE _ Ma 
FF 7:00, 930; Sobues 1:05, 3:30, 7-00, 9:35; Wed 105,330. 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL PG 


FA 7:10, 9:40, SotSun 1:15, 3:40, 7:10, 9:40; Marloes 1:15, 3:40, 
7:10, 9:40; Wed 1:15, 3:40. No passes. — 
VALKYRIE 

Thurs 6:40, 9:20. Violence, coore language 
MARLEY & ME 
Thurs 6:55, 9:45 
THE SPIRIT 
Thurs 7:15, 9:55, 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE 


WEST EDMONTON MALL ® 8882-170 STREET'® 444-2400 


THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX 6 
fires 11:50, 2:16, 440, 7:15, 9:40; Wed 11:50, 215, 440, 7-15; 
THs 440, 7:15, 9:40. No poses oS 


3) 





z| 








Scotiabank Theatre Edmonton 
with IMAX’ 











30 AVENUE & SO STREET 
CHANGELING 14a 
felues 1:05, 4:05, 6255, 9:50; Wed 1:05, 4:05, 6:55; Thass 4:05 
& ) 
PASSCHENDAELE 





FriSot 1:15, 4:10, 6:50, 9:30, 12:00; Surrfoes 1:15, 4 
Wed 1:15, 4:10, 6:50; Thurs 4:30, 6:50, 9 

Gory scenes, coarse longuage 

MAX PAYNE i4a 
FeeSot 1255, 4:40, 7:20, 9:55, 12:15; SunThurs 1:55, 4:40, 7:20, 

9:55; Wed 1°55, 4:40, 7:20; Thars 4:40, 7:10, 9:40. Violence 

BODY OF LIES aA 
FreSot 1:20, 4:10, 6:55, 9:35, 12:10; Suerlues 1:20, 4:10, 6:55, 935, 
Wed 1:20, 4:10, 6:55; Th 9, 6:55, 735, 

Coarse language, brutal vclence r 
BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA G 
FreSat 1:20, 2:00, 4:05, 4:45, 6:40, 7:25, 9:10, 9:50, 11:30; Surlues 
1:20, 2:00, 4:00, 4:45, 6:40, 7:25, 9:10, 9:50. 

EAGLE EYE 4A 
FreSat 1:35, 4:25, 7:00, 9:45; 12°10; Sumles 1:35, 4:25, 7:00, 945; 
Wed 1:39, 4:25, 7:00; Thus 4:25, 7:00, 945. 
IGOR PG 
fied 1:50, 4:35 beeen M 
LAKEVIEW TERRACE 14a 
FreSot 7:20, 10:00, 12:20; Sun-lues 7:20, 10:00; Wed 7:20. 

Goarse lanquoge -- es 
APPALOOSA MA 
FirSat 6:45, 9:20, 11:50; Sunwives 6:45, 9:20; Wed 6:45. = 
BURN AFTER READING aA 
FreSot 1:45, 4:40, 7:15, 9:25, 13240; Sumlues 1:45, 4:40, 7:15, 9:25; 
Wed 1:45, 4:40, 7:15. Violence, coarse language, 

THE DARK KNIGHT PG 
FrtSat 1:10, 4:20, 7:40, 11:20; Sum Wed 1:10, 4:20, 7:40; Thars 4:20, 
7:40. Violence, frightening scenes, not recommended for young chikdren. 
MAMMA MIAL PG 
FriSot 1:40, 4:15, 7:05, 9:35, 11:55; Surdues 1:40, 4:15, 7:05, 9.35; 
Wed 1:40, 4:15, 7:05; Tus 4:15, 7:05, 9:35. 

WALL-E G 
FreThurs 1:30, 4:30, 





















SEVEN POUNDS ‘ 14a 
FiFfues 12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 950, Wed 12:50, 3:50, 6:50; Thos 3:50, 
6:56, 9:50, Mature themes. No posses. 

YES MAN 

Fits 12:10, 2:45, 5:20, 7:50, 10:30, Wed 12:10, 2:45, 5:20, 7: 
Thurs 5:20, 7:50, 10:30. Mature themes. 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
Fehrs 7-00, 5:00, 7:45, 10:30; Wed 2:00, 5:00, 7-45. No pss 


°G 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL PG 
PG 


Z| 


FitToes 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:45, Mo passes. MAK 
FOUR CHRISTMASES 

FreTues 1:30, 4:15, 6:40, 9:15; Wed 1230, 4:15, 6:40; Thurs 4:15, 
6:40, 9:15, Longuoge may offend, crude content, -- 
AUSTRALIA PG 
Frrlues 12:00, 4:00, 8:00; Wed 2:00, 6:30, 

Vidence, tmgooge moy dient, 
TRANSPORTER 3 14a 
FrrSun, Tues 1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 10:00; Mon 1:10, 4°70, 10:00; Wed 
1:10, 4:10, 7:10. e 

Bou 6 
Frelues 12:45, 3:45, 6:45, 9:20; Wed 12:45, 3:45, 6:45; Thurs 3:45, 
645, 9:20, 
TWILIGHT PG 
Frilves 12:40, 3:40, 6:45, 9945; Wed 1240, 3:40, 6:45; Thurs 3:40, 
6:45, 9:45. Violence, 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE A 
Frriues 1:40, 4:30, 7:30, 10:10; Wed 1:40, 4:30, 7:30; Thurs 4:30, 
7.40, 10;30. 


























MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA ¢ 
Ficus 12:20, 3:20, 6:30, 9:00; Wed 12:30, 3:30, 6:20. 

ROLE MODELS 14h 
Fisls 1:20, 420, 720, 10-20, Wed 1:20, 4:20, 720, 

Coorse language, rude content, 

METROPOLITAN OPERA: THAIS STC 
Sat 10:00, 

BEDTIME STORIES 6 


Thurs 4:50, 7:30, 10:10. No passes. 

MARLEY & ME 

Thars 3:30, 6:30, 9:30. No 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON 
a ee 
i, ee 


Pr 


THE SPIRIT STC 
Thurs 4:25, 7:20, 10:20. 
; PG 


Ths 4:10, 710, 10.00, 








GHAJINI (HINDI W/ES.T) STC 
Thurs 4:35, 8:15 
HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 3: SENIOR YEAR 6 


Thurs 4:05, 4:50, 6:45, 7:25, 9:15, 9:55, 


2020 SHERWOOD DR., SHERWOOD PARK © 4160150 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUK G 
Fri 4:40, 7:15, 9:50, SotTues 12:10, 2:30, 4:40, 7:15, 9°50; Wed 
12:10, 230, 4:40, 7:15; Thurs 4:40, 7:15, 9:40. No passes 

‘SEVEN POUNDS MA 
Fri Thurs 3:40, 7:00, 10:00; Sates 12:20, 3:40, 7:00, 10:00; Wed 
12:20, 3:40, 7:00. Mature themes. No passes. 

YES MAN 

Fri, Thurs 4:30, 7:30, 10:10; SoMues 1:10, 4:30, 7:30, 10:10; Wed 
1:10, 4:30, 7:30. Mature themes. No passes, 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 

Fri 4:00, 6°50, 9:45; Satfues 1:00. 4:00, 6:50, 9:45; Wed 1:00, ‘n, 
650, Ths 4:00, 6:40, 9:20. No passes. mr 

FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 
Fri 4:15, 7:40, 10:15; SotSun 1:20, 4:15, 7:40, 10°15; Wed 1:20, 
4:15, 7:40; Thurs 4:15, 6:30, 9:10. Longuage may offend, cude content. 
No passes E 4 
AUSTRALIA PG 
Fri 3:30, 8.00, SotTues 12:00, 3:30, 8:00; Wed 2:00, 6:30. 

Vielen, language may offend 


BOLT 6 
Fri 4:20, 7:05, 9:30; Satlues 1:00, 4:20, 7:05, 9:30; Wed 1:00, 4:20, 
7:05, 























TWILIGHT PG 
Fi 3:45, 7:20, 10:20; SaMlues 12:20, 3:45, 7:20, 10:20, Wed 12:40, 
3:45, 7:20. Violence, 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE 

Lees 7:10, 9:40; Satloes 12:30, 3:50, 7:10, wa nate 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 6 
Fri 4:10, 6:40, 9:20; SotTues 12:50, 4:10, 6:40, 9:20; Wed 12:50, 
4:10, 6:40. 
Ths 4:50, 740, 1030, No passes. 
MARLEY & ME 

Thurs 4:10, 6:50, 9:30. No passes. 












































pe 
‘THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON PG 




















Thar 3:30, 8:00, Not recommended for young dren, corse languge, 
‘No passes. < 4 
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&GE ‘| CAN'T KEEP RISKING MY LIFE |\\ 
AWESOME BAR-FIGHTS LIKE THIS, BABIAK SAYS. 





PUBLISHING - HANDSOMELY HARDBOUND - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK | 759 words 


Just Look For The Pile Of Cocks On The Cover 


THE LITERARY JOURNAL 

HERE & NOUNBRINGS THE 
MCSWEENEY'S SENSIBILITY TO 
EDMONTON 





HERE & NOUN LAUNCH PARTY 

Featuring Field and Stream, Belgium, and readings. The 
Hydeaway (10209-100 Ave). Dec 20. Magazine available at 
Listen Records, Greenwoods, Nokomis, Blackbyrd Myoozik, 
Red Ribbon Gifts. 





Whenever anybody sees my copy of 
the new issue of Here & Noun, thy 
immediately want to touch it. Buffy 
Goodman, one of the local literary 
journal's three editors, describes it 
as a “reverse hardcover”: a slightly- 
larger-than-pocket-sized paperback 
with stiff bookboard glued to the 
front and back — sort of a tough, 
screenprinted literary exoskeleton 
that begs to be handled. Fondled. Fe- 
tishized, even. 

“We saw a book in a store in San 
Francisco that had been bound like 
this and we thought it was really 
pretty,” Goodman says. “Michael 
Wichuk, our designer, is very vision- 
ary — he'll see something and then 
he'll figure out how to do it. Last 
year, when we did the first issue, we 
decided that we wanted what's called 
a ‘perfect-bound’ book, but we had 
no money so it looked like it was go- 
ing to be impossible. But Mike said, ‘! 
can figure it out. We'll just do it. We'll 
make it happen.’ We wound up in the 
basement with all the pages arranged 
in front of us, binding it ourselves. 
It took hours to put together each 
magazine, which we then sold for 
seven dollars. 

“We had the new issue done at a 
professional printing press, but we 
glued on all the covers ourselves. 
We're still not done. We're still glu- 
ing away at our kitchen table.” 

Goodman — who runs a photogra- 


ee 


phy studio as her day job — admits 
that Here & Noun may not have the 
shrewdest business model, but the 
publication wasn't really designed to 
make money anyway. As someone 
with a full run of McSweeney's tak- 
ing up several shelves in her book- 
case, Goodman is a big believer in 
the idea that a magazine can also be 
a beautiful object in its own right. 
And just as McSweeney's took pride 
in publishing young authors without 
enough of aname to getinto The New 
Yorker, Here & Noun is a welcome 
outlet for young Alberta writers with 
a sensibility at odds with stodgy lit- 
erary publications like The Malahat 
Review 

“I kind of looked around at all the 
talented people I knew,” Goodman 
says, “and saw that they didn’t have 
a cool outlet. The idea of a literary 
journal seems like such a pretentious 
institution, and we didn't think it 
should be. I also don’t think it should 
be affiliated with an educational in- 
stitution or a certain creative writing 
program — there’s nothing saying 
someone who hasn't gone to uni- 
versity be able to write something 
as good as or better than someone 
who has a creative writing degree. 
So we decided to take things into 
our own hands and make something 
awesome.” 

The content of Here & Noun 
comes surprisingly close to living 
up to Goodman's hype. There are 
personal essays here as well as short 
stories, although since most of them 
are written in the first person and 
share the same semi-confessional 
tone, it can be hard to tell one group 
from the other. They tend to have a 
strong indie-rock/art show/urban 
slacker point of view, but they're 
written with a wit, a candor, and an 
eye for telling detail that keeps the 


tone from slipping into insidery self- 
congratulation. 

And each issue also throws enough 
curveballs to keep any reader on their 
toes: Here & Noun #2, for instance, 
includes a lovely comic called “The 
Barber” by Aaron Florian, a CD with 
13 songs on it by indie Alberta bands, 
and “Tuesdays With Denzel,” an out- 
rageous fantasia in which HEN co- 
editor Dave Hollingshead describes 
his drug-addled, gun-fuelled rampage 
through the streets of Edmonton ac- 
companied by Denzel Washington, 


Lae here @noun 


ANGLES 








Lil’ Kim, Todd Babiak, and Todd 
Babiak’s adopted Korean infant. (“I 
can't keep risking my life in awesome 
bar-fights like this,” Babiak says at 
one point. “I have a child now,” to 
which Lil’ Kim replies, “I hear The 
Book of Stanley is fantastic!”) 

“Dave calls it his ‘fucked-up love 
letter to Edmonton,’” Goodman says. 
“I did have some trepidation about 
printing it, but then I remembered 
reading it and just killing myself 
laughing. It had to go in. I hope Todd 
Babiak doesn’t get mad at us, but if 





he does, we'd love to run his rebuttal 
in issue #3.” 

She’s not kidding: Goodman and 
her fellow editors are actively solic- 
iting submissions for their next is- 
sue, The only thing that would make 
them happier than a manuscript, in 
fact, is printing equipment. “We re- 
ally want to buy our own means of 
printing,” she says. “WE'RE AC- 
CEPTING DONATIONS OF A 
USED LETTERPRESS. Put that 
down. Put it in bold!” 

Done! 








They Can't Take That Away From Him | The songwriting legacy of George Gershwin gets new life in the tap-happy musical 
Crazy for You at Festival Place. FILE PHOTO 
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ARTS NEWS - NOTABLE HAPPENINGS FROM THE THEATRE TO THE BOOKSTORE 





SYNCOPATION! 

Gorgeous George 

“| got rhythm, | got music, | got my gal — 
who could ask for anything more?” So goes 
one of the most famous songs ever to flow 
from the pen of George Gershwin — who, 
ironically, probably would ask for a whole lot 
more, including not to have died from a brain 
tumor at the age of 39. But such gloomy 
thoughts have no place within the world of 
Crazy for You, the “new Gershwin musical” 
that runs until Dec. 30 at Festival Place and 
which dusts off classic (albeit occasionally 
ungrammatical) tunes like “Embraceable 
You,” “Someone to Watch Over Me,” and “I 
Got Rhythm” too. 





SHEPHERDS! 
Ted And Loving It 


Arts News has pinpointed the final Christ- 
mas theatrical production of 2008. We've 
travelled a long, snowy road this December 
— we even had two productions of A Christ- 
mas Carol to choose from. Now Theatre 
Prospero adds the final maraschino cherry to 
the Edmonton Christmas fruitcake with The 
Coming of the Kings, a kid-friendly retelling 
of the Nativity story from the point of view 
of the innkeeper by English poet Ted Hughes. 
It runs until Dec. 21 at the Avenue Theatre 
(9030-118 Ave). Get there early — you don't 
want to be told there's no room in the inn or 
the theatre, do you? 





SHARPLIN! 
Hot In The Act 


Walterdale Theatre isn’t usually thought of 
as a hotbed of new play development, but 
as the new anthology Hot Thespian Ac 
tion! demonstrates, there's a lot more t0 
the venerable local company than revivals of 
warhorses like Deathtrap and You're a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown. The anthology (which 
was edited by Robin Whittaker) features 4 
wide spectrum of challenging work by Al 
berta writers from the likes of Brad Fraset 
Trevor Schmidt, Scott Sharplin, Mark Stub- 
bings, and Mary Glenfield, It's available fo" 
purchase (or convenient download) fro” 
Www.aupress.ca. . 
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SOsSTALK « VISUAL ARTS | 715 words 


ait? Abstract? All Of The Above? | Only Abyss Bliss artist Cynthia Fubrer knows for sure. |MAGE BY CYNTHIA FUHRER 































ART BOX MANDY ESPEZEL & JILL STANTON 


THE EDGE OF THE ABYSS AT 
PRINGE GALLERY 





This week, Jill and Mandy trek into 
the disgustingly cold weather to ab- 
sorb the colours of Cynthia Fuhrer’s 
xhibition Abyss Bliss, currently up 
t the Fringe Gallery. 


Mandy: This show consists of a 
number of large paintings that all 
exist somewhere between figura- 
tive portraits and abstract grounds. 
colourful stains of acrylic paint satu- 
ate a thin, transparent fabric, giving 
e images a quality that is both very 
physical” as well as very ephemeral. 
What'd you think, Jill? 

Jill: These paintings were sort of 
teresting as a group. They read 
both as portraits as well as stains; 
owever, if you stand at the edge of 
gallery and look at them all at 
Once, you immediately understand 
@ reference to portraiture that 
uhrer was making. I liked the fact 
at they are all very large paintings, 
retched onto thick frames. I also 
Ought it was very effective of her 
to use the same dimensions for each 
Piece, which allows the paintings to 
become rigid statements as opposed 
© what might have happened if she 
ad used all different sizes. So, as far 
#S presentation goes, I thought it was 
Pretty good. What were your first 
pressions? 

Mandy: I love that we actually 
‘anaged to find an exhibition where 
you approve of the presentation. 





(Holiday Miracle #1!) You know, this 
show brings to the forefront an issue 
that a lot of work I've seen lately has 
been talking about — namely, trying 
to balance images between the figu- 
rative and the abstract. This is some- 
thing that I’m really happy about and 
am very interested in. It's also crazy 
hard to do successfully. Fuhrer’s 
paintings are living very close to that 
juxtaposition, but are maybe in need 
of some formal development. Their 
airiness can feel unfinished to me. 

Jill: I totally agree. There's a lot 
of really interesting markmaking in 
these works, and some good compo- 
sitional elements ... but I can’t help 
but think that she just didn’t push 
these paintings as far as they could 
have gone. Now, I'm as big a fan of 
washy acrylic paintings as the next 
person, but I think that with such 
sparse composition ... you need a bit 
more than that. Maybe a bit more ac- 
tual paint. I'm not sure. There's just 
something not finishied about these 
works. 

Mandy: Actually, you raise an in- 
teresting point. The composition is 
pretty standard throughout all the 
work, with the central colour body 
existing as the head and shoulders. 
It's strange how quickly these things 
are recognizable as figures, but per- 
haps that’s what Fuhrer needed to 
push here. She's working with some 
pretty basic elements of image-mak- 
ing, with composition, colour, and 
markmaking being key. But with the 
possible exception of markmaking, 
nothing else is really being experi- 
mented with. 

Jill: Exactly. It’s like she’s still in 
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the testing phase with these works. I 
think the only thing that makes them 
pass as finished pieces is their im- 
mense size — which should never be 
a substitute for taking a critical look | 
at your paintings and really asking 


yourself, “What does this thing really 


need?” and then trying that, regard- 
less of whether you think it’s going to | 
wreck your painting. I mean, I know 
it's a lot of canvas to waste if a risk 
you take doesn’t work out, but I think 


these works would have infinitely 
benefitted from that sort of attitude, 

Mandy: They are so close to be- 
ing something pretty remarkable, 
too. But what do you think of her 
intent with these images — bridging 
between the material used to create 
an image and the meaning behind 
that image? 

Jill: I think it’s interesting, for sure. 
But I also question whether that's 
what anyone is-really doing when 
they create a painting or a drawing 
or a print. We're using abstract ma- 
terials (paint doesn’t come out of the 
tube as a picture, after all) to create 
something that evokes something 
more than the sum of its parts. 

Mandy: Ah, yes. | believe that’s a 
little thing called “magic.” My favou- 
rite of all the artistic principles. 

Jill: Yes, as it should be! I think 
Fuhrer’s works are, as you said, 
pretty close. | hope she stays on this 
same path, because there seems to be 
a lot of exploration to be had where 
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she’s heading. And I hope she keeps 
up the giant canvases!” 


Abyss Bliss will be on exhibit at 
the Fringe Gallery until Dec. 30. 
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T PICTURE OF THE YEAR: p) f 


BEST DIRECTOR BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS BEST § SCREENPLAY 


STEPHEN DAL ORY KATE WINSLET 


~NEW YORK@@ 7 OBSERVER, fs t00 


A MASTERPIECE! 


WORK OF OVERWHELMING ACCOMPLISHMENT 
AW PAT WILL BE ONE OF THE MOST UPLIFTING 
MOVIE EXPERIENCES OF YOUR LIFE. 


No expectation can you for The Reader's emotional impact. The acting is superb 
Kate Winslet gives an Oscar*-caliber SE TEA Comet Une saab Deaae er rine 


tan CAN'T WAIT TO SEE ITAGAIN® 


CLES THAMES eisssacercine Tims Oe 
‘* SERIOUS CONTENDER FOR 


BEST PICTURE OF THE YEAR’ 


‘Alternately despairing, distraught and defeated, Kate Winslet 
emotions to play across her face as she st with the fife and death 
decision of which secrets to reveal and which to hide away” 
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KATE WINSLET RALPH FIENNES 
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EXHIBITS 


30 YEARS YOUNG: THE EDMONTON OILERS 30TH 
ANNIVERSARY SHOWCASE ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, 
#100 10230 JASPER AVE., OCT 9- JAN 4 Featuring items from 
key moments in the team’s history, including never-before- 
seen pictures, and an inside look into one of 
the greatest private sports collections in 
Edmonton. Info: 780-422-6223. 

ABYSS BLISS FRINGE GALLERY, 

10516 WHYTE AVE, DEC 6 - DEC 30 

Acrylic paintings by Cynthia Fuhrer: 

THE ART OF THE BRICK 
EXHIBITION TELUS WORLD OF 

SCIENCE, N2T1142ND ST, DEC20 
Anexhibition of aver 50 images 

and sculptures created with nearly 2 
million lego bricks by Nathan Sawaya. 
ARTE EN LA CHARRERIA ROYAL ALBERTA 
MUSEUM, 12845 102ND AVE, OCT 25- APR 3 More than 

120 examples of craftsmanship and design distinctive to the 
Mexican cowboy. Info: 780-453-9100. 
CELEBRATING THE SEASON SCOTT GALLERY, 10411 124TH 
ST, NOV 29-- DEC 24 With watercolours by Brenda Malkinson, 
Robert Sinclair. Textile works by Martha Cole. Stone work 

by David Mitchell and multi-media drawings by Maureen 
Harvey. Info: www.scottgallery.com. 

CROSSING THE BOUNDARIES MCMULLEN GALLERY, 
8440 TIZTHST., NOV-DEC 3] Work by Members of the 
International Visual and Performing Arts Society of Canada 
explores the differences and similarities of art work from 
different cultures. Info: 780-407-7152. 
ENCHANTED PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY, 19 PERRON 


ST. ST. ALBERT, DEC 4 - DEC 23 With works by Mindy Andrews, 


{se Anysas-Salkauskas, Susan Greenbank, Liv Pederson, Pat 
Strakowski and Pam Weber. 

HEIGHTS OF FASHION: A HISTORY OF THE ELEVATED 
FOOT ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845 102ND AVE., NOV 
22-MAR8 An exhibition of daring footwear from the Bata 
Shoe Museum features some of the most treasured and 
spectacular shoes from their collections, following the rise 
and fall of the high heel in Western fashion. More than 75 
pieces of exotic footwear will lead visitors on a 500-year 
journey through the evolution of elevated shoes. 
IMAGINING SCIENCE ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100 
10230 JASPER AVE., NOV 20 - FEB | Exhibit examining 

the impact of the rapidly changing world of genetics, 
bio-technologies and human engineering and the chal- 
lenges and controversies that come with it. Info: www. 
artgalleryalberta.com. 

JOSHUA'S JOURNEY ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845 
102ND AVE, OCT 25- JAN 4 Visitors join Joshua Loper’s 
first trail ride on the Chisholm Trail and experience the 
hardships, struggles and joys of a true American Cowboy. 
Info: 780-453-9100. 

NEW SEASONS SHANTI HAIR, 10407 83RD AVE,, NOV 16 - 
DEC 20 Paintings by igor Woroniuk inspired by Alberta. 
PASSAGE HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY, 3RD FLOOR, 10215 
TIZTHST., NOV 27-DEC20 A multi-media joumey through 
the river valley during autumn, the season of decay and 
death. With works by Elizabeth Beauchamp & Lynn Malin. 
PICTURE THIS GALLERY PICTURE THIS GALLERY, 959 
OROZE RD. SHERWOOD PARK, DEC TI- DEC 20 New originals 
by Brent Heighton, Big Sky contemporary landscapes by 
Dean Mcleod, Seascapes by Jonn Einerssen, landscapes in 





Solel stele 
Viola 


14.12.2008 
live & in color 


at THE HAVEN 
SOCIAL CLUB 


HOT PICK 


GHOSTLY MELODRAMA! 
Black Hearts in the 
Green Room 


ToDec 20 
WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE 


il by Murray Phillips, European scenes by Charles H. White, 
Winter folk Art originals by John H. Burrows, Stone carvings 
by Vance Theoret, oil on canvas by Tanya Jean Petersen and 
western landscapes by Roger D. Amdt. 
SOFTLY, SOFTLY: IMAGES OF FEMININITY HARCOURT 
HOUSE GALLERY, 3RD FLOOR, 10215 112TH ST., NOV 27- DEC 
20 Commentary on perceived notions of femininity 
through the use of found objects and collage 


HOUSE GALLERY, 3RD FLOOR, 10215 
TI2THST., NOV 27 - DEC 20 Works 
examining the interplay between 
the constructed world and the 
natural world, and the way in 

which humans perceive these 

realities. 
UP THE CREEK ALBERTA CRAFT 
COUNCIL, 10186 106TH ST., OCT 4 - DEC 20 
Works inspired by the Red Deer River by Brian 
McArthur and Darren J. Petersen. Info: www.albertacraft. 
ab.ca/780-488-66N1 ext. 221. 


THEATRE 


BLACK HEARTS IN THE GREEN ROOM WALTERDALE 
PLAYHOUSE, 10322 83RD AVE., DEC 10 - DEC 20 Scott 
Sharplin’s play about a haunted theatre. 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL CITADEL THEATRE, 9828 101A AVE, 
NOV28-DEC23 Dicken’s classic yuletide ghost tale. 

THE COMING OF THE KINGS AVENUE THEATRE, 9030 
TI8TH AVE,, DEC 16 - DEC 21 Theatre Prospero presents Ted 
Hughes children's play. 
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“+ CRAZY FOR YOU FESTIVAL PLACE, 100 FESTIVAL WAY, 


SHERWOOD PARK, DEC 19-DEC 23 The new Gershwin 
musial. 

DIE-NASTY VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329 83RD AVE. An 
improvised soap opera directed by Dana Andersen. Every 
Monat 8 p.m. 

(OH SUSANNA CHRISTMAS SPECIAL VARSCONA THEATRE, 
10329 83RD AVE. DEC 20 Doors at 1) p.m. 
RAPID FIRE THEATRE VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329 83RD 
AVE, DEC13 Every Fri & Sat, 11 p.m. Info: www.rapidfirethe- 


LIVE COMEDY 


BEST OF EDMONTON THE COMIC STRIP. BOURBON STREET 
- WEST EDMONTON MALL, The best in Edmonton's comedy 
community. Info; www.thetomicstrip.ca/780-483-5999, 
DAVE NYSTROM THE LAUGH SHOP, #1105 LONDONDERRY 
MALL, 137TH AVE. & 66TH ST, DEC 16 -DEC20 Doors at 8 p.m. 
Info: www.thelaughshop.ca. 

HIT OR MISS MONDAYS THE COMIC STRIP, BOURBON 
STREET - WEST EDMONTON MALL, DEC 16 - DEC 20 Amateur 
comedy. Info: www.thecomicstrip.ca/780-483-5999, 

THE LION’S HEAD PUB COMEDY NIGHT 4440 GATEWAY 
BLVD. Featuring professional & amateur comedians. No 
cover. Hosted by Lars Callieou every Sun at 9 p.m. 

TOM WILSON SPECIAL CONCERT PRESENTATION THE 
COMIC STRIP, BOURBON STREET - WEST EDMONTON MALL, 
DEC 17 - DEC 2] With Nigel Lawerence and Kelly Soloduka. 
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LATITUDE 53 INVITES MEMBERS & 
GUESTS TO THE OPENING RECEPTION 
FOR PETER KINGSTONE AND SEAN 
MONTGOMERY ON JAN. 9" AT 8PM. 


T: 780.423.5353 F: 780.424.9117 E; info@latitude53.org 
10248 - 106 St. Edmonton, Alberto TSU 15 Canada | www.latitude53.org 
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Wrap up your holiday shopping with 
gift ideas from our members and staff. 
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THE HANDY 
TOBACCO OPTION 





Smoke free, chew free and 
spit free, SNUS is an alternative 
biclar-teltii@icsjcl-tuuemtty-le- 


SNUS ts packaged in small 
handy pouches that just need 
Wom el -mduleL<-teMelslel-imaal-melelel-1mlls 
to deliver maximum taste 


SNUS Original and Freshmint tins 


are available now through select 





tobacco retaiiers in Eamonton 


This product is highly addictive 





Ce produit crée une forte dépendance 
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SEX MAIDENHEADS!}) 681 words 


Report From The Virgin General 








So much fuss over a little flap of 
skin. I mean, really. Especially when 
most scientists aren't sure why it 
even still exists. Some believe it's 
there to protect our vaginas from 
infection but our happy place seems 


to do fine once we lose it. Most re- 
search believes that the hymen is 
vestigial tissue — that is, tissue that 
possibly once had a function in a 
different evolutionary stage but has 
since become redundant, much like 
our appendix. 

Yet no one gets killed for having 
removed her appendix removed be- 
fore getting married. Yes, despite 
its physical redundancy, this little 
piece of membrane has taken on 
huge societal, religious and moral 
significance. 

“Virgins didn’t always have a repu- 
tation as the meek, innocent babes 
in white flowing dresses the word 
conjures up today. There was a point 
when virgins were seen as powerful, 
and virginity signified female inde- 
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pendence and autonomy more than 
sexual abstinence. Many Greek god- 
desses were virgin goddesses who 
were seen as all-powerful because 
they were autonomous and didn't 
need a man. Much like the fertility 
goddesses of the past, virgin god- 
desses were believed to have control 
over crops, animals, and weather. 
Back in the first century, the Ro- 
mans believed virgins could turn 
wine to vinegar, blunt knives, and 
rust brass. And in one of the more 
bizarre bits of research I’ve encoun- 
tered, thieves in medieval Russia 
believed that if they carried a candle 
made of the tallow —i.e., the fat — of 
a murdered virgin when they pillaged 
churches, they wouldn't get caught. 
I'm not sure where one gets the 
| fat of a murdered virgin but this 
sense that virgins protect you isn't 
so ancient. The belief that sex with 
a virgin will protect you from HIV 
is prevalent in parts of Africa where 
AIDS is rampant. Frighteningly, this 
has resulted in the rape of young 
girls and even female babies by peo- 


ple who believe that having sex with 
a virgin will cure them of AIDS. 

So when did virginity go from 
something that could blunt knives 
to something precious that young 
women must “save” for marriage? 
Researchers credit the shift from a 
hunting-and-gathering society to an 
agricultural-based patriarchy. Once 
men owned property that they could 
pass on to sons, it became very im- 
portant to make sure you knew your 
wife's kids were your own. By ensur- 
ing she was a virgin when you mar- 
ried her, you could be more certain 
that her kids were yours. And if you 
look around the world even today, 
the more patriarchal a society, the 
more value they usually placed on 
virginity. 

Religion, as usual, is also largely to 
blame. By the time the most famous 
virgin came around — the Virgin 
Mary, very popular at this time of 
year — there was so much negative 
press around sexuality that really, 
how could the mother of Jesus be 
anything but virginal? A story about 
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how Mary was-sleeping around 
Joseph and got pregnant with thy) 
saviour of the world wouldn't exa thi 
be the stuff of Christmas Eve so, 
mons now, would it? But most ef 
couldn't use the Holy Spirit as a, 
alibi so, rather than risk pregnancy 
out of wedlock, they had to wait val 
marriage to have sex. 





And yes, in some cultures, proof; 
girl isn’t a virgin at marriage is req 
son enough to kill her. Even today 
thousands of girls in the Middle Cay 
and Asia die every year because of) 
what are called “honour killings.” 

With these stakes, it's no wonder 
that there have been as many way; 
throughout history to fake one’s vir 
ginity as there have been to prove it 
(Like taking the bladder of a fish, {il 
ing it with pig's blood and popping i; 
in your vagina before the big night s 
that it will burst when you have sex.) 
Today, there are doctors who wil 
actually reconstruct a girl’s hymen, 
The practice is called hymenorraphy 
and, in some cultures, it is done us 
ing sheep’s membrane, while others 
use catgut. 

Imagine if male virginity were un 
der the same scrutiny and boys were 
constantly preached at to save them- 
selves for marriage. And how would 
they prove it? 
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‘Rebound Cheater Wants Kick In The Face 

































SAVAGE LOVE DAN SAVAGE 

OH, DON'T BE SO DRAMATIC: IN 
{AN ON-AGAIN, OFF-AGAIN RELA- 
‘TIONSHIP, “FAITHFUL” HAS A 
MUCH LOOSER DEFINITION 





Okay, I need a kick in the face or 
something. 

My boyfriend of two years and 
] broke up a little more than a 
week ago. He cheated. But there's 
a bit more to the story: He was a 


" raging alcoholic, and I’ve broken 


‘up with him a few times. One of 
those times — when he was at our 
place and supposed to be packing 
his things and be gone by morn- 
ing —I kind of rebounded off of 
‘some guy, had sex with him, then 
“came home later the next day and 
found out that my boyfriend was 
‘still at my place. We talked and got 
back together. Later on, he found 
out about the rebound sex I had, 
‘and I think that’s why he cheated. 
We weren't a healthy couple, all in 
all. 

We both want to remain friends, 
‘so a week after the breakup, we 
went out for coffee. We both re- 
alized that the feelings we have 
‘for each other haven't gone away. 
ee no chance in hell I’m get- 
ting back with him after he cheat- 
ed, but I can’t resist this urge to 
have sex with him. And I know 
tthe feeling is mutual. So now I’m 
torn on whether to start a sex- 
"based “relationship” with him or 
just block him from my life. 
}Cheated On One 


If you've ruled out getting back to- 
gether with this guy because he’s a 
raging alcoholic, COO, that’s fine. 
If you're not getting back together 
with him because this relationship 
generates way too much conflict and 
drama, COO, that’s also fine. But if 
you're not getting back together with 
this guy — a guy who you have strong 
feelings for — because he cheated on 
you, well, that’s just retarded. 

Yeah, yeah: you didn’t cheat. Not 
technically. You were officially “off 
again” when you had rapid rebound 
Sex with someone else, and you were 
‘on again” when he had sex with 
Someone else. But ... come on. You 
fucked someone else during a par- 
ticularly rough patch and kept that 
info from him when you decided to 
Set back together. He found out you 
fucked someone else and went and 
fucked someone else himself. Now, 
You can choose to view his cheating 
4S a violation of trust and an unfor- 





givable betrayal and wocka wocka 
wocka, COO, or you can 


choose to 


view it as part of your most recent 


rough patch and round his cheating 


down to rebound sex, even if he was 
rebounding after you were officially 
back together, and get back together 
with him 

If that’s what you want. And you 
know what? It sounds like that's 
what you want 


My girlfriend of seven years has 
disgusting manners. She eats 
loudly with her mouth open, farts 
and belches incessantly, snorts 
instead of blows her nose, and 
so on. 

I used to find it refreshing to 
be with a girl who was so unin- 
hibited. But now it is getting on 
my nerves, and it’s embarrass- 
ing when she farts in front of our 
friends. I am starting to be turned 
off by this, and I don't see her as 
desirable anymore. She thinks I 
am being sexist and have a double 
standard. 

Tell me please: Am I intoler- 
ant? And is there something 
wrong with me that I’m losing my 
libido? 

Grossed Out 


Yes, there's something wrong with 
you — there's something wrong with 
anyone who could spend seven years 
with this woman. Seven minutes 
sounds intolerable. 

I wouldn't tolerate a dude who be- 
haved the way your girlfriend does — 
or advise a woman to tolerate one — 
so there’s no sexist double standard 
on my end. And so long as you're not 
ripping farts in front of her friends 
or chewing with your mouth open, 
there’s no double standard on your 
end either, GO. Fact is, your girl- 
friend is a pig and a slob, and she'd 
be a pig and a slob even if she had a 
cock and balls. 

There’s a guy out there for her 
somewhere — a guy with similar 


habits, or a guy with a higher toler 
ance for loudly chewed food, or a guy 
with a fetish for girl farts — and the 
sooner you DTMFA, the sooner she 
can start delighting him with her un 


inhibited ways 


My partner and I have a great 
thing going — madly in love, to- 
gether a year, a great sex life 
similar hobbies/interests/etc 
Basically, we're both on the same 
page in thinking, “This is it!” 
We've both been very open and 
honest about everything, includ- 
ing our relationship histories, but 
yesterday something caught 
me completely off guard. In the 
course of a dinner conversation 
that led to talk about old partners, 
I asked how many she'd had, 
thinking her number was a few 
more than mine (10, unless I’m 
forgetting someone). She sheep- 
ishly answered, “100.” One-zero- 
zero! 

She lived in NYC for a couple 
years, and maybe that’s how 
people do it there. But I’m a good- 
hearted, Southern, serial-monog- 
amist boy and this makes me feel, 
well, odd. I’m really not sure how 
I feel about this, but I am definite- 
ly feeling something. I have zero 
fear of her cheating on me, and 
she’s way into our sex life, but 
I’m not sure what to make of this. 
Thoughts? 


Way Tons Fewer 


Your girlfriend had a lot of guys, 
so your girlfriend knows good guys 
from bad, and good sex from bad, 
and she could get another guy, a dif- 
ferent one, whenever she wanted. 
And yet she's with you, WTF, and 
she’s faithful to you. Which can only 


mean one thing: You must be pretty | 


awesome. Your girlfriend could have 
any dude she wants — she’s had al- 
most every dude she’s wanted — and 
yet she chooses to be with you. 

You know what you should make 
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of this? It's a compliment, WTF, and 


you should take it as one 


Long story short: I’m a 28-year 
old Aussie gay guy, very recently 


dumped. His choice, not mine 
But the reason he gave for break 
ing up was the way we met. He 
believes that for a relationship to 
truly work, it’s important to be 
friends first. As a single gay guy, 
I've tended meet guys at parties 
and clubs, and I always figured 
that you start with sexual chemis 
try and develop a friendship from 
there. Am I being shallow? 

Suddenly In The Scene 
Okay, SITS 


work out because you'weren’t friends 


your ex said it didn't 





first. But what your ex meant, SITS, 
was that it didn’t work out because 
once he got to know you ... he didn't 
like you 

Sorry if that's harsh, but there it is 
No one dumps a man who he truly 


or even likes well 














enough 
hat love is still a possibility — on a 
bullshit technicality like that. (“I’m 
just crazy abc i, but we met on 
a Tuesday and > always felt that 
Its mpc oO meet Someone on a 
I sday, s¢ You had good sex 
ial chemistry at the start, it seems 
and you developed stronger feelings 
for him as things progressed. But the 
more he got to know you, the less at 
tracted to you he was 





It's possible that your ex has con 


cluded that the next person he dates 
has to be “friends first” because you 
weren't friends first and it didn't 


work out. God only knows what he'll 
decide to do if his next relationship 
— one with a guy who was “friends 
first” 
first, perhaps? 


doesn’t work out, Enemies 


Download the Savage Lovecast 
(my weekly podcast) every Tuesday 
at www.thestranger.com/savage 
mail@savagelove.net 











8 Day Tour from $410 


Explore the ancient and modern faces of Thailand, 
including the Grand Palace in Bangkok, the peaceful 
temples of Chiang Mai, and the rugged hilltribes of 


the North. 


The easiest and fastest way to 
meet new people in Edmonton 


ersonals 


get crazy, get serious, get social! 


_ Men Call: 780.702,2993 | 
Women Call: 780.702.2994 
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€. la SS | f| e C S PHONE: 430-9003 | FAX: 432-1102 | EMAIL: classifieds@see.greatwest.ca 


200. Business/Invest. Oppor. 


AAIM LOANS. Money now. Over 
the phone approvals. Debt con- 


solidation, first, second, third, 
equipment, mobile, builder. Inter- 
im. Anywhere in Alberta. 
780-484-9232. Fax: 
780-484-7345. 


DO YOU have gravel/aggregate 
deposits on your property? We 
specialize in marketing, mining, 
managing and reclaiming aggre- 
gate resources. Contact Tom 
1-888-784-4400 for more infor- 
mation. 


MONEY MAKER. Local route. No 
selling on your part. For more 
info call 1-866-821-2569. 


400. Courses/Classes 
Japanese Drumming Workshops 


Try this dynamic, choreographed 
activity for fun or potential mem- 
bership with Kita No Taiko. Wed, 
Jan 7 of 21 (eve); Mon, Jan 12 
(eve); or Jan 11 (day). $45. Min 
age 13 ph. 780-431-0300; fax 
780-431-0406 
info@kitanotaiko.com 
www.kitanotaiko.ca 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 


9700. Support Groups 


NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS 
HELP LINE 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
If you want to stop using, we can 
help. Local: (780) 421-4429 or 
Toll free: 1-877-463-3537 


410. Education/Training 


MASSAGE CAREER. Train at 
our highly regarded, progressive 
school and graduate with confi- 
dence! Excellence in education, 
guaranteed! 403-346-1018. 


TRAIN FOR a new career in 
medical transcription. Train from 
home. Work from home! Contact 
CanScribe today for a free infor- 


mation package. 
1-800-466-1535; www.can- 
scribe.com; info@can- 
scribe.com. 

1005. Help Wanted 


CAPITAL TATTOO 
Our reputable shop/studio has 
been around for 8 years. Great 
total team environment. 


Experienced artist WANTED. 
Apply in person with portfolio. 


Great hours 12 - 6pm. 
Competitive pay. 


Phone: 465-6611 
7240-101Ave 


www.capitaltattoo.ca 


LOOKING FOR A UNIQUE 
CAREER OPPORTUNITY? 


A large North American Finan- 
cial Services company is look- 
ing for unique individuals with 


nies in the fastest growing in- 
dustry in the world. Training 
provided. No experience nec- 
essary. Opportunity for ad- 
vancement and excellent in- 
icome potential for those with 


or 780-904-4294 (M) for an ap- 
pointment 


located in downtown Edmonton 
is looking for an enthusiastic in- 
dividual to join their team. 


Starting at $10/hr + gratuities. 
FT/PT positions available. 


Ask for Jenny Kachkar 
(780)424-9224 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


ALL ROUND EMPLOYEE for 
housekeeping, tavern, store in 
small town friendly hotel. Part- 
time/full-time, room included. 
Phone Marg 403-779-2498 in 
Youngstown, Alberta. 





1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


ARE YOU a decision-maker and 
problem solver? Then a career 
as a Millwright is right for you. 16 
week pre-employment Millwright 
Program lets you challenge 1st 
year apprenticeship exam. NAIT 
Grande Prairie, Alberta. Janu- 
ary/09. 1-888-999-7882; 
www.nait.ca. 


ATTENTION: Agricultural - Jour- 
neyman Parts and Service Tech- 
nicians. Did you know the John 
Deere Industrial Equipment deal- 
ers pay up to 30% more in hourly 
wages? Why not join the Brandt 
Tractor team at one of our 5 loca- 
tions in Alberta or 21 locations 
across Wester Canada. We are 
seeking resident technicians in 
Lac La Biche, Camrose and Ed- 
son. If you are interested in a 
high paying camp position in Fort 
McMurray - we offer a 3 week on, 
3 week off shift for commuters. 
Brandt has been recognized as 
one of Canada’s top 50 Managed 
Companies for the past 3 years. 
If you want a great career with a 
rapidly growing and dynamic 
company, send your resume to: 
Brandt Tractor Ltd. Attention: 
Greg Davidson, 10630 - 176 St, 
Edmonton, AB, T5S 1M2. Fax 
780-489-6891; sneeves @brandt- 
tractor.com. 


DRIVERS NEEDED immediately, 
Athabasca, Alberta area. Full- 
time employment, log & gravel 
haul, accommodations available. 
Competitive wages. Call 
780-212-0153 or fax resume to 
780-525-2121. 


EMERALD TRUCKING, . Trottier 
Trucking and TJM Oilfield, three 
EnerMax companies, are current- 
ly seeking Class 1 & 3 drivers 
and vacuum drivers. Fax resume 
to 780-523-5833. 





GALS - It’s not just for guys! Ex- 
plore over 50 trades. Learn entry- 
level skills. Work placement in 
trade of choice. 19 week Coop- 
erative Trades Orientation pro- 
gram at NAIT’s Fairview, Alberta 
campus. 1-888-999-7882; 
www.nait.ca. Residences 
available. Jan/09 start. 


INDEPENDENT ELECTRIC & 
Controls Ltd. is currently hiring an 
Instrumentation Manager and 
Journeyman Instrumentation Me- 
chanic for our oilfield operations 
at Fort Nelson, British Columbia. 
For more information send inquir- 
ies or resume to careers@iec- 
group.ca. 


JOIN AN EXCITING, fun compa- 
ny! One World United is looking 
for sales people throughout 
Canada! Our product is easy to 
sell and we provide full training! 
No investment required to eam a 
six figure income working from 
home! Looking for dedicated, 
hard working and honest people 
to work with us. Part/full-time, 
salary plus commission for those 
selected, Please send resume to: 
jeff@oneworldunited.com or 110 
Longford Ave., Winnipeg, MB, 
R2N 1S9. : 


JOURNALISTS, Graphic Artists, 
Marketing and more. Alberta's 
weekly newspapers are looking 
for people like you. Post your re- 
sume online. Free. Visit: 
Wi GW Wl ay fie We 
na.com/resumes_add.php. 


NEWALTA, based in Medicine 
Hat, requires vacuum truck driv- 
ers for on-site services, land 
spraying drilling fluids from rig 
sites throughout Alberta. Quali- 
fied candidates eligible for pay in- 
centives up to $7500. Class 1 - 3 
drivers with 18 speed experience, 
holding all safety courses an as- 
sel. Fax resume 403-548-8136. 
Email: westemcareers @newal- 
ta.com. Ref. #08-1077. 


PART/FULL-TIME service, in- 
stallers, handyman required for 
water purification firm. Plumbing 
and electrical knowledge helpful, 
training provided. Please forward 
resume to mike@thewaterclin- 
ic.com or fax to 306-242-1223. 





CJS AGRO Services looking for 
maintenance personnel for ferti- 
lizer blending plant. Fax resume 
to 403-787-2395. Any questions 
call Corey at 403-787-3931. 


PROVINCE-WIDE Classifieds. 
Reach over 1 million readers 
weekly. Only $249. + GST 
(based on 25 words or less), Call 
this newspaper NOW for details. 


4O + December 18 - Decemibes 24, 2008 - see magazine « ec!monton 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


RELIABLE, SELF motivated per- 
son to operate and maintain large 
farm equipment on Airdrie area 
farm and feedlot. Fax resume to 
403-948-9521. 


SKYWAY is hiring experienced 
journeyman scaffolders through- 
out Alberta. Training and ad- 
vancement for 1 - 4 year appren- 
tices through our scaffolding 
training programs. Fax resume to 
780-413-8012. 


WILF’S OILFIELD SERVICES in 
Swift Current, Saskatchewan is 
currently seeking full-time perma- 
nent carpenters & labourers for 
work. Top wages, lots of hours & 
benefits program. Contact Brent 
306-741-1700. 


1600. Volunteers Wanted 


Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at U of A Hospital is 
seeking healthy and depressed 
subjects (not currently taking an- 
tidepressants) for various stud- 
ies. Reimbursements of expens- 
es provided. Call 407-3221 (de- 
pressed only), 407-3906 (healthy 
or depressed), or 407-3775 (fe- 
male healthy or depressed, in- 
cluding pregnant and just deliv- 
ered) for more information. 


Help Families in need in your 
community! Staff a Salvation 
Army Christmas kettle at your fa- 
vourite Mall! Call 780-412-2635 


Help to broadcast news national- 
ly for the blind and print-restrict- 
ed! Email edmonton @ voice 
printcanada.com or call 
780-451-8331 





Kids Kottage helps ensure chil- 
dren are safe and receive the 
care they deserve when their 
families are in crisis, or need res- 
pite, we provide care for children 
0 - 11 years of age free of 
charge. We are currently looking 
for volunteers in the areas of 
childcare, administration, mainte- 
nance and kitchen help. Must be 
15 years and older. Contact Pau- 
line at perosby @kidskottage.org 


Ronald McDonald house is look- 
ing for day and evening volun- 
teers. Call Joan at 780 439 5437 
or info@rmhedmonton.ca 





St. John Ambulance currently 
seeks volunteers interested in 
gaining medical knowledge and 
experience. 
comserv_ed@stjohn.ab.ca 





You've heard about it - have you 
done it yet? Volunteer for Habitat 
for Humanity Edmonton. 
www.hfh.org or (780) 479-3566. 


2001. 


Attention Actors! Zocalo Film Stu- 
dio offers film acting classes. 
From Introductory to Advanced. 
Special Audition prep classes. 
Please email: 

classes @ zocalofilmstudio.com 


005. Artist to Artist 


Actors are needed for a serious 
fantasy, new two act play about 
homeless bottle pickers “The In- 
visible People”, performing in mid 
Feb 2009; directed by Jay Smith 
780-455-3828. Pls Phone. 


Acting Classes 


Actors wanted, male & female, 
for full-length independent film, to 
be shot in Edmonton in 
Spring/Summer 2009. This is a 
non-paying gig but great experi- 
ence. If interested contact 
thefilmproject @ hotmail.com with 
your experience.” 


The Alberta Student Film Festival 
has opened, and is calling for 
submissions. Submit your film at 
www.asfilmfest.ca 

or contact us at 

asfilmfest@ gmail.com 


The Works Art & Design Festival 
is now accepting applications tor 
the 2009 Churchill Square Street 
Stage. DEADLINE is February 
15, 2009. Visit 
www.theworks.ab.ca to download 
applications or email 

dawn @ theworks.ab.ca Join us, 
June 19 - July 1, 2009. 


2005. Artist to Artist 


The Works Art & Design Festival 
is now accepting applications for 
the 2009 Churchill Square Arti- 
san Market. Please contact 
marketing.assistant@ 
theworks.ab.caor call 
780-426-2122 ext 234 for more 
information. FINAL DEADLINE 
April 15, 2009. Join us, June 
19-July 1, 2009. 


The Works Art & Design Festival 
is now accepting applications for 
the 2nd Annual Smaller than a 
Breadbox Exhibit. Base your en- 
try on the 2009 Festival theme 
HEAT! DEADLINE is May 1, 
2009. Download applications 
from www.theworks.ab.ca or con- 
tact Amber at 
amber.rooke @ theworks.ab.ca 
Join us, June 19 - July 1, 2009. 


The Works Art & Design Festival 
is now accepting applications for 
the 2nd Annual Chalk At Con- 
test. Prizes to be won!!! Base 
your entry on the 2009 Festival 
Theme HEAT! DEADLINE is 
June 1, 2009. Visit 
www.theworks.ab.ca to download 
application or contact 
marketing.assistant@ 
theworks.ab.ca Join us, June 19 - 
duly 1, 2009. 


The Works Art & Design Festival 
is now accepting submissions for 
2011 festival exhibit. DEADLINE 
is August 25, 2009. To download 
applications, please visit 
www.theworks.ab.ca or contact 
Amber Rooke at 
amber.rooke @ theworks.ab.ca 
Join us, June 19 - July 1, 2009. 


010. Musicians Available 


Live band “Amo” booking for 
2009. Quality 3 piece band clas- 
sic rock, CCR and ZZ Top Great 
band/great price. Phone TK En- 
terprises 780-966-7394 








Local country/rock band with im- 


mediate openings for all types of 
bookings. Currently seeking New 
Years gig. Contact John at 

www. killercowboys.com 

or 913-7327 


2020. Musicians Wanted 


20 female singer, VERY interest- 
ed in creating/joining a band. My 
pref Rock/Blues/grunge/old mu- 
sic. Influence: Metallica, System 
of a down, Nirvana, Godsmack, 
Led Zeppelin, Amy Winehouse, 
Etta James etc. Age pref: 18-35. 
Very dedicated. Mature, open- 
minded, creative. Please contact 
Julie (7804876699/7808607993) 
or evilshanelle666@msn.com 
Rock and Roll!!! 


3 piece rock band looking for 30+ 
male vocalist/rhythm guitar. Con- 
tact 477-3708. 





Achance to meet local musicians 
for all of you looking for bands 
and/or musicians: 

There is an event organized at 
the Baturyn Community Hall. 
10505 - 172 Avenue Edmonton, 
AB TSX 5V9 

www.baturyn.ca 


Jam The Hall - Bring your guitar, 
bass, drumsticks, keyboard, mi- 
crophone, amp, effects... 

Drop in to play some music on 
January 25th 2009 at 6:00pm at 
the Baturyn Community Hall. 
Suggested songs: Cocaine, Beer 
drinkers and hell risers, Blue 
Jean Blues, Saints of Los An- 
geles, Back in black, Sultans of 
swing or whatever you want to 
play. Drums and PA equipment 
will be provided. 


Any age, any level of playing wel- 
come - it is your chance to net- 
work with others. 


Band: Moments of Rage seeks 
singer and Bassist needed for 
original heavy project. Serious in- 
quiries only. Contact Aaron at 
(780) 474-7076 


band seek vocals and bass, sam- 
ples at 
myspace,com/thedaycame Call 
Shaun 780-297-5352 

or Phil 780-297-5580 


Bass player wanted to relocate in 
Medicine Hat, to join various pro- 
jects. Long hair, 30+. Call Hart 
Bachmier of Disciples of Power. 
403-504-5135 


2020. Musicians Wanted 


Band seeking lead guitar player 
or bass player. Influences are 
The Band, Wilco and Old Re- 
liable. Please call Rob @ 
780.239.1965 or email 

arfie @ bell.blackberry.net” 





Bass Player would like to start or 
join a stoner metal band. 
Age/gender irrelevant. Lack of 
ego very relevant. Half decent 
gear. Pro amp. Call Mike 
780-289-1230 





Country lead guitar player need- 
ed for New Years, within an hour 
of Edmonton. Phone Bob @ 
780-398-2150 


Dead Man's Train requires big 
league management. 
403-504-5135 





Disco, Funk and Soul Big Band 
requires groovy guitar player. 
Call Dan @780.905.5191 


tFunk/Groove Machine seeks 


charismatic male vocalist.tCall 
Dan @780.905,5191 


GottaGrooveGradgeBand wants 


you to come and rock the blues, 
Jammin with more to come Ph 
780 436-1127 


Have band, need drummer. Be- 


tween ages 25-45. Top 40 music. 
The Food's, The Goo's, The 
Trews. 780-634-1120 leave mes- 
sage. 


Local established metal band 


looking for experienced bassist. 
Call JP at 239-5947. 


Looking for experienced bass 
player for three piece for heavy 
alternative rock band. able to jam 
few times a week. if interested 
call mat at 780-937-1588 





Melodic Metal. 

Guitarist Seeks members to start 
new metal band. (Lead Guitar, 
Vocals, Bass, Drums) 
Influences: Bullet For My Valen- 
tine, Soilwork, All That Remains, 
As | Lay Dying, In Flames, Etc. 
Must have Pro gear and Experi- 
ence. If possible, email audio 
samples or press kit to 
aftertasteband@ shaw.ca, or call 
(780) 289-3684. 





Professional rock band is looking 
for a powerful frontman/lyricist to 
complete 6 piece rock act. For 
auditions call: 995-6660 


Rhythm guitar player/singer look- 


ing for bass player, drummer to 
start writing original music and 
also playing cover songs. Call 
Mark at 780-777-1188 


Solo artist needs bass and 
drums. 6 day orientation. Live off 
the floor recording and rehearsal. 
High profile tours. Good mental 
prep and focus an assist. 


(403)253-5023 or (403)461-8969 


Sportsman Lounge will be book- 
ing live music come January. If 
your band is interested in playing 
please drop off promo at 8170 
50th St., or bring your group into 
play at our open stage Tuesday 
nights. 


Texas Blood Money is looking for 


a talented and dedicated bass 
player. If music Is your top pri- 
ority, you have a great attitude, 
are willing to reherse 3-4x per 
week and can be available for 
tour then please give us a shout! 
780-920-0438 


Trincan is a Caribbean Steel 
Band and has played all over Al- 
berta. It’s a Great place to meet 
new people, have some laughs 
and have TONS of fun. 


This band has been in Edmonton 
for almost 25 years, We have 
played at the opening of Phase 1 
@ West Edmonton Mall, Heritage 
Days, Cariwest Festival, Carifest 
Festival in Calgary, Weddings 
and Private Events. Trincan is 
ONE OF THE BEST STEEL 
BANDS IN EDMONTON. 

For more info: Cecil @ 780 886 
6792 or 780 939 6658. 

Website: www.trincansteel.org 
The practice times are: Every Fri- 
day @ 8:00pm-10:00, Sundays 
@ 2:00pm-4:00pm(Unless any of 
those two days falls on a holiday) 


2040. Music Instruction 


FREE TRIAL GUITAR LESSON 
with (Mr) Ma Fletcher. Folk, 
Blues, Bluegrass, Country, Light 
Rock. Study with a teacher who 
really cares. Has taught 3,000 
students, and performed at over 
1,000 concerts and 91 festivals, 
Day, Evening or Saturday after- 
noon, Call 780-426-4155 

Email: mafltchr @telus.net 
www.mafletcher.com 





Winter guitar courses 

with (Mr) Ma Fletcher. Beginner , 
intermediate and advanced. Sat- 
urdays at the University. Mon- 
days at Don Wheaton YMCA, 
Tuesdays at Riverdale Studio 
(near downtown). Call 
780-426-4155 

Email: mafltchr@telus.net 
www.mafletcher.com 


2070. Studio/Rehearsal Space 


Studio space for photographers 
and videographers. Call Michelle 
993-5530 or visit 
www.sixthsenseav.com 


2200. Massage Therapy 


Chinese traditional body and 
feet deep tissue massage by 
registered massage therapist. 
443-6221. 11639-97 St. 


IF YOU'RE TIRED OF 
INEFFICIENT THERAPY. 
Therapeutic Massage. Heidi 
By appointment only 
1-780-868-6139 (Edmonton) 


Mobile Spa & In Call Bodywork 
Therapy (Lic. & Bonded, 20 
yrs. exp., Oliver area) for re- 
laxation and rejuvenation. Tar- 
get your stress, aches, poor cir- 
culation, toxins and fatigue with 
aroma-steam, shower, massage, 
and talk therapy. 428-1965 or 
920-1965. By appt. 


SWEDISH - CALIFORNIAN mas- 
sage. 20 years experience. Old 
Strathcona. Also evenings and 
weekends. Strictly non sexual. 
Almasta 780-405-8765. 





Transformational Massage, 
Tantra Massage, Sexological 
Bodywork, Health Coach with a 
20 year experienced licensed 
therapist. Janet Lee 
780-633-6623 
www.secretsoftantra.com 


3010. Auctions 


ANTIQUE FURNITURE/Col- 
lectibles Auction New Year’s Day! 
World class antiques. All catego- 
ries. 11 a.m., Thursday, January 
1, 1235 - 1 Avenue, Wainwright, 
Alberta. Scribner Auction Ltd. 
780-842-5666; www.scribner- 
net.com. 


MEIER GUN AUCTION, Sat., 
Dec. 27, 11 a.m., 6016 - 72A 
Ave., Edmonton. Selling prohibit- 
ed (all classes), Restricted (hand 
guns) and Non-Restricted (long 
guns). Call Meier Auction to con- 
sign: 780-440-1860. 


THINKING AUCTION! Guarantee 
your results with Ritchie Bros. 
Auctioneers. Whether it’s equip- 
ment, real estate, livestock or a 
complete farm dispersal. Contact 


us today! 1-800-491-4494 or 
rbauction.com. 
3210. Misc. For Sale 





$38.95 HOME phone service - 
Reconnect your home phone! No 
one refused - $38.95 monthly - 
$18.95 one time activation - 
$18.95 unlimited long distance. 


Call Choice Tel now! 
1-888-333-1405; www.choice- 
tel.ca. 


A FREE Telephone Service - Get 
your first month free. Bad credit, 
don't sweat it. No deposits. No 
credit checks. Call Freedom 
Phone Lines today. Toll free 
1-866-884-7464. 


AFFORDABLE PHONE Recon- 
nection. Bad credit - no problem! 
Call Tembo Telecom and ask 
about our new customer special. 
Sign up online and save $20. 
1-877-266-6398; www.tembo.ca. 


AT LAST! An iron filter that 
works. lronEater! Fully patented 
Canada/U.S.A. Removes iron, 
hardness, sulfur, smell, manga- 
nese from well water. Since 
1957. Phone 1-800-BIG IRON; 
www.bigirondrilling.com. 


sale 


BUILDING SALE! “Rock bottog) 
prices”. Beat next 
























































35X60 $12,400. 40X60 $15 3% 
60X100 $36,800, Others! Pionce 
Steel Manufacturc, 
1-800-668-5422. Since 1980. ~ 





COHIBA ROBUSTOS CIGAR 
Directly from Cuba $15 ($29.99 
in stores) 780-893 8938 
photo @ markmarek.com 





CONTAINER GUY 20, 40 + 4 
containers. Also Reefen 
available. Weather, Bug and 9, 
dent proof for storage. Deliver) 
available. Excellent conditicy, 
Clean city rated Grave 
780-307-4656. 





FUTURE STEEL Building 
Durable, dependable, pre-eng 
neered, all-steel structures. Cy: 
tom-made to suit your needs any 
requirements. Factory-direct 
fordable prices, Cal 
1-800-668-8653 ext. 170 for tre: 
brochure. 


2S SSS ae 
HOT TUB/SPA - 2008 Model, s 
person, 33 jets, 9 HP, waterta) 
LED lighting/ozonator (exclusive 
chemical —free)/fully insula, 
ed/complete warranty and 5” coy. 
er. Brand New, still in wrappe 
Cost $7,900 Sacrifice $475 
Can Deliver. 403-663-9767. 


JACK OR JILL of all trades! &, 
plore over 50 trades. Learn entry, 
level skills. Work placement 4) 
trade of choice. 19 week Com 
erative Trades Orientation pro 
gram at NAIT’s Fairview, Alber: 
campus. 1-888-999-7882: 
www, nait.ca_ Residences 
available. Jan./09 start. 





METAL SIDING/ROOFING. Bes 
prices! 36” Hi-TenToughrib 2993, 


$.89 sq. ft. 0) 
year warranty. ALTA-WIDE Build 
ers Supplies 1-888-263-8254. 


MONTREAL CANADIENS Tick 
ets, Wed., Feb. 11 against thy 
Edmonton Oilers. From $249 
each including reserved 2nd ded 
tickets, a deluxe prime rib pre 
game dinner and courier deliver’ 
fees. These tickets are for fans 
rural Alberta/NWT only. Cal 
Dash Tours 1-800-265-0000. 


NEW FULLY LOADED compute! 
$29.99/month! In-house financing 
everyone’s approved’. Right t 
your doorstep from only 
$29.99/month: MDG desktop |r 
tel processor, 2 GB memory, 50 
GB HD, 22” LCD flat panel, Wir} 
dows Vista or 15,4” Notebooil 
bonus 20” LCD TV with DVO 
(‘call for conditions) 
1-800-236-2504. 





RODENT AND weather proo! 40) 
and 20’ sea containers. 5’ X 10 
corral panels starting at $55. C2 
Alberta. 403-540-4164 


3240. Travel/Trate 


ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGES 
Book online at www.canadale 
vels.com and save more on you 
vacations. Use code NCA743/ 
for discount or call us toll free # 
1-800-563-5722, 
a Saar 
SKI & STAY at Sun Reaks Res0! 
BC! Vacation rentals, new cot 
dos & chalets. Kitchen, fireplace 
hot tubs, slope-side locations 


New Westjet flights 
1-800-811-4588;  www.Bea"4 
Country.ca. 


Spiess ee ae. 
TIMESHARE FORECLOSURES 
- Save 60-80% off retail! Best Fé 
sorts & Seasons! Througho! 
Canada, U.S., Caribbean al! 
more! Call for free catalogue 
day! 1-800-731-8046; wwwhd 
daygroup.com/sc. 


THOSE COMPUTER GANE 
paid off - You've got great °)* 
hand coordination. Consider § 
career as a Welder. 16 week P| 
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160. Music Services 


Yrite and record original music 
ih our talented staff. Financing 
ckages for CDs and videos. 
9 902-9778 : 
_owensoundstuaios.com 

50. Photographers 


Ke) 


heck out our photography pack- 
es online at 

_sixthsenseav.com 
sual angles, lighting and 
les. Financing packages and 
porate rates. 


deo camera rentals. Canon 
package 200/day includes 

» XL2 cameras lights, audio. 

0 902-9778 
.sixthsenseav.com 


4001. Farm Stuff 


ATED CANOLA WANTED. 
ing green, damaged, spring 
rashed canola...Buying wheat, 
ey, oats and peas for feed. 
farm pickup.” Westcan Feed 
rain 1-877-250-5252. 


ORSE BREEDERS & Owners 
pnterence, January 9 - 11, Ca- 
Centre, Red Deer. An annual 
seman's mid-winter escape - 
cation,. entertainment, net- 
ing and socializing; www.al- 
rtahorseindustry.ca 
3-948-8521. 


NUND HAY and straw bales for 
e, Cheap. We deliver, self un- 
ding. Also a bale shredder 
0. No Sunday calls please. 
03-843-6380. 


03. Real Estate Misc. 


ENTORY CLEAROUT now in 
ogress. How would you like to 
in your new home for Christ- 
s and have $10,000. cash 
k to boot? Call us to get the 
alls. We are also taking orders 
standard and custom de- 
ned plans for homes to be de- 
red in the New Year. We also 
e a number of used homes 
jailable. Stop in and see Pleas- 
it Homes in the Heritage Indus- 
Park in Morinville or call us at 
0-939-3584 or toll free at 
866-962-0238. 


OKING TO REFINANCE or 
hase? | am able to get 
39% 3 year fixed rates for a 
led time. Call now, Lori Dono- 
403-999-3476. Email: lo- 
albertamortgages.com. 


AKE US an offer. A1-Homes In- 
ory Clearance on all in stock 
es. Solid wood cabinets and 
The real country deal. Red 
er 403-314-2244. Airdrie 
3-945-4488. 


D CASH? Home loans to 
0% LTV. Refinance, pay debt, 
you decide. Free appraisals. 
ply by phone 1-877-568-0929 
online www.homeloansalber- 
com. Alberta Homes Loans. 


SGREVILLE. 1165 square foot 
fee bedroom, two bath, fire- 
8, jetted tub. Fridge, stove, 
washer. Just $670. per 
ith OAC for first year. Call 
877-887-2254, 


YY PAY a mortgage on “Cash 
? 16' X 76' SRI show home 
ded with upgrades. 1 only! 
5,000. Won't last! Call us today 
00-689-6953; www.econocot- 
es.com. 
NALTA HOMES in Stony 
's “Jutland Ridge”, Sylvan 
e's “Lighthouse Pointe” or 
lewood Park's “Jubilee Land- 
! Visit these communities and 
It Sales Centre in Acheson for 
information. Also see 


-winaltainc.com and click on 
bmes”, 


ALTA HOMES is rolling out 
© Sweet deals! Purchase a 
lous 1440 sq, ft. home, start- 
al $98,900. or a 1584 sq. ft. 
‘ Modular, starting at 
900. with immediate deliv- 
available. Lease to own pro- 
now available! Limited 
nlities. — Contact * Winalta. 
®S for more information. 
66960-2112 or visit us at 
‘Winaltaine.com, 


free 1-866- i 


> 


CT CT 


Cabinetry shop tumkey. Newer 
European Equipment Included. 
1300 square feet. Shop close to 
city centre, 477-2311 





Small character CLASSROOM 
Space available, 10-20 people 
(weekly or daily). Call 
(780)477-2311 





Unique office and shop space, 
furnished/unfurnished. Newly 
renovated, security cameras, all 
wood building. OFFICES starting 
at $130/month utilities inc. SHOP 
space: 1200 sq feet w/2 over- 
head doors. Call 477-2311, 9AM 
- 5PM 


6100. Cars 


BANKRUPT? BAD CREDIT? Call 
us! All makes and models. Pro- 
fessional credit rebuilders. Call 
1-866-476-1938. Cavalcade Auto 
Acceptance Corp., serving Alber- 
ta for 16 years. 





COME TO the right place to buy 
a new/used vehicle. What ever 
your credit, we finance the future 
not the past. Delivery BC/Alberta; 
www.drivehomenow.com or 
1-888-501-1148. 





DREAMCATCHER FINANCING. 
Buckle up today! You work, you 
drive! “O" down! O.A.C. free deliv- 
ery to BC & Alberta. Apply online 
www.DreamCatcher-loans.com, 
24/7, 1-800-910-6402. 





FOR ALL TYPES of credit 
403-818-LOAN (5626) or online 
at www.albertacarandloan.com, 
Free delivery in western Canada 





WHAT'S A HIGH dollar career, 
suitable for women and men with 
clean work and daytime hours? 
Answer: Machinist! 16 week pre- 
employment Machinist program 
at NAIT, Grande Prairie, Alberta. 
Challenge 1st year apprentice- 
ship exam. February/09. 
1-888-999-7882; www.nait.ca. 


6400. Recreational Vehicles 


CASH FOR USED RV'S 2002 or 
newer only. Most models needed 
now! Call 780-455-3380 or 
1-800-798-3380: Woody's RV 
World, Edmonton. 





CASH FOR USED RV'S 2002 or 
newer only. Most models needed 
now! Call 403-258-2727 or 
1-866-383-2727. Woody's RV 
World, Calgary South. 


RV'ERS. Save $ on gas. Fully 
serviced titled lots within 15 min- 
utes Calgary. From $49,245. 
1-888-913-2114. Countrylanerv- 
calgary.com RV or park model. 
Donna/Rory, 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
403-995-4270. 


7205. Psychics 


LOVE! Money! Life! #1 Psychics! 
1-877-478-4410. Credit cards/de- 
posit $3.09/minute. 18+. 
1-900-783-3800; www.mystical- 
connections.ca. 


7245. Misc. Services 


$500. LOAN Service, by phone, 
no credit refused, quick and 
easy, payable over 6 to 12 install- 
ments, Toll Free 1-877-776-1660. 





A CRIMINAL RECORD? Have 
trouble getting a job or travelling 
to the U.S.? We'll clear your 
name. Better Business Bureau 
certified. Pardons/waivers. Toll 
free 1-800-507-8043; www.par- 
dongranted.ca. 


CLEAN DRIVING RECORD? 
Grey Power could save you up to 
$400. on your car insurance. Call 
1-888-623-5050 for a quote. 
Open weekends. 








CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: Ca- 
nadian pardon. U.S. travel waiv- 
er. (24 hour record check). Di- 
vorce? Simple. Fast. Inexpen- 
sive. Debt recovery? Alberta col- 
lection to $25,000. Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540. 


eS es CS 
O$ ARE YOU sinking in debt? 
1st, 2nd and 3rd mortgages - 
bruised credit - bank turndowns - 
debt consolidation - beast < 
of sale - past e 
iaseg renovations. We can lend a 
‘hand; www.canadalend.com. Toll 
“fre 6 can lend 
(1-866-422-6536) call now! 


| estan cy fe musconsceen as |e ex the ack 


UNCONTESTED DIVORCES 
and Legal Separation Agree- 
ments: Why pay more? Check 
out our low prices at www.ca 
nadianlegal.org. Voted #1 Parale- 
gal - CCA Awards. 20+ years ex- 
Penence. Free consultation 
1-800-320-2477 


9005. Personals 


ARE YOU LOSING a loved one 
to substance abuse? Our pro- 
gram has the highest success 
fate. Help is only one phone call 
away! 1-877-782-7409: www.nar- 
conon.ca 





DATING SERVICE Long- 
term/short-term relationships, 
free calls! 1-866-512-8367. Ex 
change voice messages, voice 
mailboxes 1-866-573-0914. Live 
adult casual conversations - 1 on 
1 - 1-866-522-7131, Meet on 
chat-lines. Local single ladies 
1-866-512-9083 (18+). 


9200. Female Escorts 


Gothic Angel 


Independant 

Flat rate. No agency fee 

Available anytime. 

http://gothicfetishangel.com 
780-218-1511 
80735490-001 


INGRID 


MATURE, SEXY, CUTE. 


780-990-1252 
780-686-3949 


9420. Adult Services 


Brown Sugars 
6817-104St, 780-430-9112 
THE ORIGINAL 
#1 For Black Girls! 
$150 special 
20yrs experience 
NEW GIRLS 
www. brownsugars.ca 


9450. Adult Massage 


* JOCELYN * 
Tall, Slender, Curvy 
Brunette, Mid 20s 
legs and a great ‘asset’ 
Lingerie specials 
Visit me at Sapphire 
10715-124St, Ph 454-1930 
81199553-001 


NORTHSIDE STUDi 


11910-127Ave main floor 
NOW OFFERING 
Great Christmas Deals 








780-452-7440 
42919886-002 


PASSIONS SPA 


Crissy - Gorgeous blue eyed 
blonde. Busty, tanned and toned. 
Mae-Ling - Sweet and Sexy 
‘exotic Asian doll. Slender figure. 
Alyassa - Young, slender, busty 
brunette. 

Kaitlyn - Stunningly tall curva- 
iceous busty blonde. 

Isabelle - Booty-liscious petite 
green-eyed sexy brunette, 

Faith - Extremely busty blonde 
with slender figure. 

Talia - Busty Spanish beauty with 
long dark hair. 

Nya - Busty DD Exotic Puerto 
Rican. 

Chelsea - Fit, athletic, busty red- 
head. 

Harmony - Seductive, slim, busty 
blonde in her early 20s. 


9947 - 63Ave, Argyll Plaza 
www.passionsspa.com 
780-414-6521 


42987342 


SAPPHIRE MASSAGE 





Ca 


ASTROLOGY ‘DECEMBER 18-24 - BY THE KID 


CRUISIN’ THE COSMOS | 


| outside assistance. The solstice may be the darkest day 





CAPRICORN (0ec.22-Jan.19) 

Sometimes stickin’ to your guns only gets you a swift 
kick in the buns. Especially this week, with lotsa changes 
in the sky, the same ol’ way of doin’ things just ain't 
gonna fly. That's why your best gift won't be wrapped 
this holiday, it'll come when you see things can be done 
in entirely new ways! 


AQUARIUS (an.20-Feb.18) 

There's hope for your heart, but you must do your part, 
and that means makin’ change for a start. We ain't 
talkin’ two nickels for a dime, either. Nope, you've gotta 
stop lookin’ a gift horse in the mouth. This week, don't 
look at things so ultra-critically, just be glad you even 
had a gift under your tree! 


PISCES (Feb.19-March20) | 
Bein’ ambitious can put you in a vicious cycle of all work 
'n’ no play, day after day after day after day. However, if 
you were really clever, you'd invent a way to make work 
easier, like usin’ a wheel or a lever. Maybe this week, the 
present you'll get is an idea how to do more work with 
much less sweat! 


ARIES (March21-Aprit19) 

If you think lookin’ out for No. lis a virtue, the karma 

you create’ll come back to hurt you. 'Tis the season for | 
generosity, so you oughtta look out as well forNo.2and | 
3. Heck, look out for all the numbers, all the way down 
the line, and when it comes to your karma, your credit'll 
be fine! 


TAURUS (April20-May20) | 
This week's like a creepy ol’ aunt under the mistletoe 
with her hairy warts, stale smoke-breath and cold, | 
clammy skin that feels like death — although you'd 
father turn 'n’ run, you've gotta pucker up and give ‘er 
one, It ain't about whether you will or you won't, ‘cause 
you're damned if you do, even damnder if you don't! 


GEMINI (May21-June20) 

It don't matter if it's true that there are two of you, you 
still can't do it all by yourself. That's why, this week, 
you need to drop your resistance to the idea of seekin’ 


of the year, but if you ask for help then, you'll see your 
way clear! 





st 


CANCER (June21 -July22 

If you think you were suckered, hoodwinked or took, it’s 
time to take another look. Before you start prematurely 
grievin’, remember appearances can be deceivin’. You're 
like Jack with his handful of “useless” beans — you may 
not know it yet, but you're rich beyond your wildest 
dreams! 


LEO (July23-Aug.22) 

Like Scrooge, there's some things with which you've 
been a miser, and it'll elicit a visit from some heavenly 
advisor. In your case, the messenger might not wear 
wings, but it'll still show you a couple of things. When 
the week's over, you're gonna see the best gift you can 
give is generosity! 


VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.22) 

Your energy can be spent in oh-so-many ways, but 
you're best off spendin’ it at home for these holidays. 
Whether it's deckin’ the halls or sweepin’ ‘em clean, your 
mood'tl improve with a more festive scene. This week, 

if you spruce up your surroundings, you'll find the differ- 
ence it makes in your disposition astoundin’! 


LIBRA (Sept.23-Oct.22) 

Although sensual stimulation is certainly pleasin’, don’t 
overdo it this holiday season. You can have fun without 
goin’ too far, so remember that when you're at the 
dinner table, the mail or the bar. The harder you party in 
the next couple weeks, the harder you'll crash when you 
come down from your peak! 


SCORPIO (0c..3-Nov.21) 

For many millennia, on the solstice morn, humans have 
celebrated the sun bein’ reborn. This week, it takes on 
greater significance when it's used as a metaphor for 
your existence. No matter how dark it gets as you go on 
your way, the sun’ll soon come to light up your day! 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- Dec. 21) 

You're the type of person who likes to take action in 
order to get their satisfaction. However, you should be 
content to wait for your present this week, and don't 
cave in to the temptation to peek. All good things come 
to those who wait, so don't be a sucker and take the 
bait! 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


WORD AD ORDER FORM 





Non-Adult Line Ads 

12Words or Less $7.25 + GST 
Each Additional Word $0.25 + GST 
Bold-Flat Rate $2.50 + GST 
Contred (first line) $2.00 + GST 
(each additional) $0.65 + GST 
Blank Line $2.00 + GST 
DEADLINE MONDAY AT 3PM 


Adult Classifieds $19.95/column inch for semi display 
“FREE HEADINGS: Artist To Artist, Musicians Available, Musicians Wanted, Volunteers,| Saw You 











PHONE 780-430-9003 / FAX 780-432-1102 
classifieds@see.greatwest.ca 


Office hours: Monday — Friday 9:00am to 5:00 pm 


sSusmateed to rum nad we reserve the right to 








PRINT YOUR AD CLEARLY IN THE SPACES PROVIDED 














[provided the ad is not for profit) You can list up to 1S wards or subject to regular pricing. Free ade ren for 4 weeks egorice, edt aad reh ay a 
name — _ — heading —_ —-— ———. number ofjwmels 
wien, ¥ creditcard @ _ expiry date 

daytime phone MC VISA AMEX signature E 
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tT 
SOLUTION TO LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 


Makeshift hiding place during a sleepover 
1] Word after floor or fluorescent 

5 Pretty good (but not great), as chances 
g0 
6 Figure skater Kulik 

7 White as a sheet 

8 Tom and Katie's kid 

9 Salem, Massachusetts’ county 

20 Type of band with a clarinetist 

22 She predated 41-across 

B Jungfrau, e.g. 

26 Take in 

77 Meditation syllables 

28 First Lady between Lou and Bess 
30__ card (removable mobile phone 
storage unit) 

33 How the Utne Reader is published 
35 Drive-__ window 

36 Sequential 

3] They emit light and radio waves 
40"__ and the Real Girl” (2007 movie) 
4} |sraeli Prime Minister who resigned in 
2001 

43 "Able was |__| saw Elba” (notable 
palindrome) 

44 Type of arrest 

46 Pablo Neruda poem 

4] Anti-apartheid party, for short 

48 Sneaky 

49 Heal, like broken bones 

50 Hardcore genre 

54 Curriculum _ (career summary) 

55 Town near Ventura, California 

56 Without identification 

60 Comet component 
61Withnodiffiulty =< > 
62 One of two ona car os 
63 They can be caused by a vitamin K 
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LETTERS ENTERTAIN YOU 


NO THEME, JUST SWEET, SWEET VOCAB 


JONESIN’ CROSSWORD BY MATT JONES 


©2008 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editor@jonesincrosswords.com) 


deficiency 


1Ride that's transparent and bulletproof 
2 Busy learning during the day, perhaps 
3Minimalist’s motto 

4lt'sa little over 6) cubic inches 

5 Dark form of quartz 

6“Huh?!?," inIntemet shorthand 

7 Org. with a refinancing program to help 
victims of subprime mortgages 

8 Goblinlike Tolkien creature 

9 Stink up the joint 

10 Punk rocker with the backup band The 
Pharmacists 

Tl “Mephisto Waltz" composer 

12Grad 

13 Boggy earth 

14 Boxer shorts quantity, even though it's 
just one 

21 Bud's spot 

23 0ld, in German 

24"The Elements” satirist Tom 

25Bud 

28 Defensive position 

25 Cold medicine brand introduced in 1968 
30 Manson Family victim 

3) Sterilized food, ina way 

32 Athos’s gang 

34 Restricted hosp. areas 
35 Org. that restricts liquids on flights 
38 Saddam's son 
39 “Cop Rock” network 
42 Computer storage units, for short 
44 t includes the brain and spinal cord 
{abbr.) 
45 Word yelled on a set 

4] Double-jointed, maybe 

49 “Roots” sumame 


50 "Have you__ second?” 

5] Mythological name on a cleaning bottle 
52 Catch, like a criminal 

53 Part of A.D. 

54 Poison container, maybe 

57 Rapper with a 2007 feud against Bill 
OReilly 

58 Unlock, to some poets 

59 Athletic org. 











TOM the 
DaNéing 
Bug 
THE YEAR: 3284 Ao. 


oe 


5 PLACE: NORTHAMERICAN 


SECTOR 19 


=(S HAVE GREAT 
Tre NEWS, YOUR’ 
| LEXCELLENCY | 


TLL JUST DOWNLOAD THIS 
FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
INTO OUR DATABASE, 


HMM... (T'S AN ARCHAIC FILE 
CALLED “VIDEO” T THINK T 
CAN JURY-RIG IT TO PLAY... 


BUZT_Y FELLOW 
AMERICANS... 














Ruder 
Boling 


\T SAYS: "TO BE OPENED 
\N THE EVENT OF PEACE 
AND TWO CONSECUTIVE 

QUARTERS OF ECONOMIC 





L DON'T KNOW--THAT DOWN- 
LOAD TRIGGERED SOME KIND 
OF MESSAGE FROM THE 









s 


Man 






THIS IS PRESIDENT BUSH. 
T TOLD YOU THAT IN THE 
LONG RUN MY PRESIDENCY 
WOULD BE VIEWED AS A 


AND WHAT |! 
THE HELL |} 
\S HUMANITY7}? 


TM SURE ALL 
OF HUMANITY 


















WHAT'S AN) 
y AMERICAN? 








NO WEA. BLIT I HAVE A FEEL- 
\NG WE SHOULD BE GRATEFUL! 














tales from the jingle-jangle jungle 











Open...? | don’t need 
to “open” anything. 


from the secret files of 


Max cqnnon 










Well, well. Somebody's 
got a little anti-holiday 
attitude. All right, tough 
‘man...let's see you try to 
make a move for my gun. 





There’s a pair of socks 
and a box of Cheerios 
with my name written 
on them with marker. 
You didn’t even take 
the time to wrap ‘em. 
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PHOTOS OF OUR NEIGHBOURHOODS 


Anna Taylor-Haas does a little song and dance at her friend’s 
birthday party in an Oliver condominium on Nov. 15, 2008. 
PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 





BRST PERSON - EDMONTON STORIES. BY PAIGE PAQUETTE |593 words 


The Sweet 
* Tradition Of 
The Craft Sale 


WHO NEEDS A HAND-PAINTED 


BLOWN GLASS REINDEER? 1D0! 





was born to a mother whose views 
6n Christmas baking and sewing 
ere akin to flute-playing or Irish 
swordfighting: enjoyable enough tal- 
nts if one possessed them, but not 
seful enough to warrant the effort 
of acquiring them. Thus, our home 
as devoid of the scent of fresh- 
baked gingerbread to mark the holi- 
fays. In its place, the single activity 
that made my eight-year-old palms 

eat in Christmas excitement was 
the annual Butterdome Craft Sale. 
tke Saint Nick himself, it came once 

ety December, marked similarly 
*Y weeks of anticipation and a fitful 
leep the night previous. _ 

We would drive there in the family 


truck with my father and cousin Ar- 
iel. I clutched in my palm three $20 
bills — an incomprehensibly large 
amount of money to do the shopping 
for my family (including the poodle, 
Lacey), granted with strict instruc- 
tions recited like a familiar Christ- 
mas Carol: “Bring back the cha-nge, 
bet-ter not lose it, don’t buy any- 
thing for your-se-If! [Refrain.]” The 
knots in my stomach upon entering 
the monolithic Butterdome rivalled 
Christmas morning itself. In just a 
few minutes, with a stamp on our 
hands and warning to stay together 
and meet in two hours right here, my 
cousin and I were free to explore the 
dizzying wonderland that was the 


nda | newsopinion | city life | music on screen | arts | classifieds | sex | the back 


craft sale 

There are some things in life that 
one does not realize the need for 
until one sees it. The craft sale was 
stuffed with thousands of such hid- 
den necessities. I felt like a forgotten 
child raised by wolves, only to sud- 
denly be introduced to electricity and 
running water. Do you need a hand- 
painted blown glass reindeer that 
spins and decoratively attaches by 
suction cup to a smooth surface? You 
will, as soon as you spot it perched 
between a four-pound box of Granny 
€m’s Kristmas Krunch and 32 styles 
of fleece dog jackets (“For the most 
fashionable Fido”). 

{ wondered how my parents could 
have justified cruelly depriving my 
childhood of such necessities. You 
couldn't just find papier-maché 
gnomes and _popsicle-stick/crotch- 
eted/clay-sculpted toilet paper co- 

es... there were whole businesses 
devoted to them! Sure, most artisans 
were over 65, but they did have busi- 
ness cards, proof of their legitimacy 
and, therefore, the necessity of inte- 
grating them into my daily lifestyle. 

At eight, I fantasized about the day 
that I too could quit my stuffy desk 
job and devote my life entirely to a 


crafty venture of my own. I too could 


rise above the corporate drudgery of 
the worker drone and create some 

thing original, delicately scented, and 
tied with a curly gold ribbon. 

Years later, my holiday shopping 
has evolved somewhat and | find 
myself in the holiday madness of 
West Edmonton Mall. Though no 
less busy, West Edmonton Mall in 
December is nightmarish and star- 
tling, devoid of any Christmas spirit. 
In fact, as | stand in the hour-long 
line to buy whatever sordidly over- 
priced, meaningless item that Apple 
tells me | need, I get the urge to im- 
merse myself in a sensory depriva- 
tion tank until Jan. 3. I count four 
disgruntled customers, three single- 
file lines, two mothers fighting over 
Guitar Hero, and not a partridge in 
the bunch. 

In this sprawling, fluorescent cir- 
cus, it's easy to get nostalgic about 
the fuzzy feeling one gets from an 
artisan’s smile as she hands you a lit- 


tle one-of-a-kind treasure in a brown j 


paper bag. Every Edmontonian, re- 


-gardless of age, should have the plea- 


sure. You'll thank me someday — pat! 
find my booth under Granny Paige's 
Slipper-Sox and Assorted Jellies. 


Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory’s 


CLASSIC CHOCOLATE FUDGE 
classic christmas 





to book your ad 
780.430.9003 





Winter 
Wear 


For the first time ever, American Apparel 
is offering jackets and coats for winter. 
The Unisex Cotton Twill Winter Jacket is 
now available in stores and online. 


Retail Locations: 


Edmonton 

10750 82 Ave. 

(East of 109th St. N.W.) 
Edmonton, AB T6E 2A8 
Tel. (780) 409-8505 


Edmonton—West Edmonton Mall 
8882 170 St. N.W. 

(2nd FI. by Old Navy) 

Edmonton, AB TST 3J7 

Tel. (780) 930-2142 


Calgary 

1429 17th Ave. S.W. 
(Corner 14th St. S.W.) 
Calgary, AB T2T OC6 
Tel. (403) 410-7450 


Calgary— Market Mall 
3625 Shaganappi Trail N.W. 
(Next to Sephora) 

Calgary, AB T3A OE2 

Tel. (403) 457-2763 


Calgary—Sunnyside 

130 10th St. 

(North of Kensington Rd. N.W.) 
Calgary, AB T2H 1V3 

Tel. (403) 457-3457 


American Apparel’ 


To learn more about our company, 
to shop online, and to find all store 
locations, visit our web site: 

www. 
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